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Lady hoopsters close out a rol ler-coaster season 
Cats 6-8 DVC 
fin ish best of a l l  
winter sports 
by Chrla Seper 

When the Lady Wildcat basketball season 
ended, Kim Wallner looked down. 

The Cat coach looked down, and pointed to 
sophomores Amy Barnes and Tiffany· Smith 
as keys to this year's success. 

wrhe seniors picked it up, but its also 
attributed to Anrj and Tiffany,• Wallner said. 
"1be sophomores really picked up.· The un­
derclassmen duo were brought up in mid­
season to fortify the team's depth. The loss of 
varsity point guard Sue Thomas in early 
Januwyand the loss of senior Jennifer Kramer 
depleted a three-woman bench of the Cats. 

"'lbey were young and nervous but they 
handled 1t really well,· Wallner said. At the 
season's end, Smith had entered the starting 
position at point guard. But despite the play 
from both Barnes and Smith Wallner said she 
saw the offensive cohesiveness leave along 
with Thomas. 

•You could really tell that we missed her as 
far as leadership and just the things that we 
could do,· Wallner said. The Cat offense did 
suffer, averaging in the mid to low 30's. 

Again credited with the seasonal success 
was the Wildcat defense. The Lady Cats were 
not as tough as last year, allowingjust over 40 
points instead of just under 40. 

-we haven't been quite as good this year­
although the teams are better, • Wallner said. 
• A lot of teams have more offensive weapons. 
The defense has been something that has 
been through their hard work. That's what 
defense is. They're have been times where we 
haven't matched up as well, and we still done 
real well on defense because of their hard 
work. • The Cats have managed to maintain 
one of the conferences top defense without 
having anybody taller that 5-foot 1 0-inches 
tall. 

Senior fotward Heather Jardis lead the 
Cats offensively all year, averaging 14 points 
per game as well as a season high 19 points in 
the ftnal regular season game against Wheaton 
Central. 

·she struggled at times, but ltne\'1!rseemed 
to affect her play, • Wallner said. ·she always 
worked extremely hard. She's been a constant 
all year as far as her effort and stepping her 
game up. She definitely tried to pick her game 
up and try and help the team and she did. • 

Gone from next year's program are seniors 
Melody Benson, Laurie Davidson, Jardis, 
Danielle Potts and Thomas-a group that has 
played either two or three years at the varsity 
level. 

Sophomore Amy Bames, seen here chasing down a loose boll in a home loss against Wheaton North, was one of 
two mid-season additions to the Lady Cats this year. (photo by Chris Seper) 

Barnes returns , brings victory to Wi ldcats 
by Jon Turkot behind this is to take away the other team's plays best starts on Friday and Saturday. • 

Gary Barnes is back. 
'three games after the Wildcats senior guard 

made his return debut on Jan. 18, Barnes 
made his presence felt against Naperville 
Central, canning a three-pointer with five 
seconds left in double overtime to give the 
Cats their first win in 1 4  games, 45-42. 

•1 think we responded well, • Wildcat coach 
Lee Maciejewski said about the return of 
Barnes. ·we're getting better. They've (team) 
had to play without him, now they have to 
learn to play with him again. • It was the 
Central game earlier earlier in the year that 
sent Barnes to the sidelines and the Cats to 
the DuPage Valley Conference basement. The 
boys' last win was Dec. 8 win against Geneva. 

Since the departure of Barnes, the team 
had changed the defense, one of many things 
that has been altered since the Barnes' removal 
from the lineup. 

"The biggest change is a new defense called 
a box-and-one," Maciejewski said. "The idea 

star by double teaming him. The rest of the Apparently starting both Ebelt and 
team has to pick up the slack. • Eberman has helped in the rebounding de-

Thenew defenaeappeared towork agatnst part:ment. "Rick le our beet rebounder right 
Glenbard South star Greg Bloedorn. The now, • said Maciejewski. "With both Matt and 
Glenbard South star was held to just 1 1  Rick in the lineup, we should be getting more 
points, far below his season average of23 per offensive and defensive rebounds.· 
game. It also worked against Rams' star Mel Another problem the Wildcats have faced 
Knight, who was held to seven points. How- this year is the fact that they do not score a lot 
ever, secondary scorers like East's Mike Hicks of points, particularly in the first half. Against 
have �me up big, scoring 26 points. Glenbard East Jan. 25, the Cats were only 

The health of the team is also improving. able to rattle off nine points in the opening 
Both Barnes and junior forward Matt Ebelt quarter. 
are back and on the floor for the Wildcats. The Wildcat offense is not geared to score 
"Ebelt's condttionfng is down but he is in good a lot of points but to control the tempo of the 
health, • Maciejewski said. ·Barnes isn't bad game and cause the other team to change 
either." their game plan. Instituting a new defense 

As far as the rest of the team, a change in and a revived guard, Maciejewski is looking 
the lineup has been noticed. Along with towards the end of the season for the Cats' 
Barnes, senior guard Matt Logan, and senior moments of glory. 
centerT.R Brizzolara. juniors Matt Ebelt and "It hasn't been a smooth season so far: 
Rick Eberman have received a starting spot Maciejewski said. ·we've had injuries to 

"We start the best players in practice for important players and that has hurt us. • 
that week, • Maciejewski said. "Who ever Regionals is four games away, Feb. 25. 

Trio of wrestlers earn berth to Wheaton North sectional 
by Chria Seper 

Sophomore Israel Castro, senior Jason 
Nourte and senior Doug Sawyer are all that 
remain for the Wildcat wrestling season. How 
far they go now will be up to them. 

The trio of grapplers advanced past the 
West Aurora regional Friday, with Castro and 
Sawyer taking first in their respective weight 
classes at 103 and 145. The 160-pound Nourie 
earned the trip to sectlonals with a third­
place finish. 

Castro continues to ride a wave of success, 
adding his regional championship to his 
DuPage Valley Conference championship. The 
Wildcatgrappler tookboth meetswith relatlve 
ease, winning 6-2 in the DVC final and earning 
a 16- 1 technical fall at West Aurora. 

•It seemed like a walk in the park Wildcat 
coach Bob French said. "Iz really wrestled 
well. I couldn't takeany partofhismatch that 
he could have improved on. • 

Sawyer's regional domination came one 
week after his disappointment in the 8nala of 
theDuPageValleyConferencemeet The 145-
pounder's recent rec.overy from a neck injury 
that sklelined him most of the season didn't 
show as a ftrst round takedown helped him 
eke out a 2-o for his ftrst ever regional crown. 

"1boae two kids �re evenly matched,· 
French said of the flnal match be� Sawyer 

Although senior Doug Sawyer was unable to beat the Huskie's Jason Kuefler 
In the DuPoge Volley Conference finals, the 145-pounder has a shot at state 
tomorrow at Wheaton North. (photo by Chit Seper) 

and Oswego's Ted Peschi. "Doug took away 
what Ted was able to use In matches prior to 
the finals and Ted took away what Doug was 
able to do in matches prior to the finals. • 

Both Sawyer and Castro will receive a bye 
in the first roun!i of sectlonals due to their 
first-place finish. 

Nourie will make his sectional debut after 
getting the third and final spot in the regional 
in a 8-3 win. Only the top three from each 
weight class are allowed to move on to the 
next level. The same rules w1ll apply to the 
sectional. 

The final Wildcat qualifier will not have the 
luxury given to both Castro and Sawyer, 
Nourie must wrestle in the ftrst round. 

•Jason has a tougher road as far as Iz and 
Doug. • French said. •1 think he'll do all right. • 

WILDCAT SPORTS 
TRIVIA 

What high school track 
honor did girls' track 

Coach Wilbert Walters 
earn? 

lAns.wer on page seven) 
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