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Boys', girls’ hoopsters hurt byinjuries to key guards

Cats winless
without senior
star on sidelines

by Jon Turkot

Everything was going smoothly for the
boys' basketball team.. They ha djust evened
out their record was on the way up and senior
guard Gary Bamnes was on his way to all-area
honors.

The Wildcat basketball team has dropped
a level since the loss of their leading scorer,
Barnes. Barnes, one of the area's as well as
the state’s leading scorers with 22.7 points a
game, broke his arm duringa matchupagainst
Naperville Central.

*We'll just have to play without him,”
Wildcat coach Lee Maciejewski said. “We have
to play hard and not try to be something we're
not.” Barnes was shooting 47 percent from
the three-point line and lead the area with 32
three-pointers.

Since the loss of Barnes, the Wildcat team
has drepped eighth in a row, including two
conference losses to DuPage Valley Conference
leader Glenbard North and last place Wheaton
North. Some might say the Wildcats have
experienced a let down, but Maciejewski de-
nies it.

“Wedidn't experience a let down nor did we
go flat,” he said. “We played hard and didn't
give up.”

The most disappointing part of the season
so far to the Wildcat head coach was the last
place finish in the eight-team Waubonsie
Christmas Tournament. The Wildcat

hoopsters went into the tournament seeded

fourth.

“Overall I was disappointed,” Maciejewski
said. “We played not to lose instead of to win.”

Included in the holiday tournament losses
was a five-point loss to Wheaton Christian
and a double digit defeat to Wheaton-St.
Francis—a team who the Cats had beat three
weeks earlier with Bames in the lineup.

But the loss of Barnes has left the door
open for the rest of the Wildcat team to catch
the spotlight. Senfor guard Matt Logan, the
Cats second leading scorer with Bamnes in is
now the Cats leading scorer. Senior point
guard Vashon Hayes is now the Cats number
one three-point shooter. Those two, along
withjunior guards Rick Eberman, Gene Shelby
and Travaris Sullivan have picked up the

slack in the scoring department. .
“It's a team effort and everybody has to
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Sophomore Shannon Mason proved worthy as Sue Thomas' replace-

ment, canning a three pointer in the final 10 seconds to beat Naperville

North. (photo by Chris Seper)
play as a team,"” Maciejewski said. “There are

“The loss of Matt hurt us,” Maciejewski

no individuals.” Both Eberman and Sullivan ' said. “He was our best rebounder. Getting
have scored in double digits in a game, with| Matt and Gary back will help.”

Eberman leading the team against Wheaton

Ebelt has been back for two weeks, but

North, scoring 15 points and grabbing 10| Barnes is still a question mark. According to

rebounds.

| Barnes he had planned to be back by January

The team's lack of health has not been' 14, but Maciejewski says the return date s

limited to the backcourt. Junior forward Matt
Ebelt was out for the Waubonsie Toumna-
ment.

still a little tentative.
*It all depends on what the doctor says,”

Maciejewski said. “It's all up to him.”

Kramer is Lady Wildcats 'unkown soldier

by Chris Seper

On every teamthere is an unknown soldier;
a player who is always consistent, who never
complains and who rarely gets recognition.

As far as Lady Wildcat volleyball and
basketball are concerned, senior Jennifer
Kramer is that girl.

“She's a role player,” varsity basketball
Coach Kim Wallner said of Kramer. “The hard
thing about a role player is that she has to

adjust to being a role player. Doing specific

The two-sports star has started two straight
years on the volleyball and basketball teams.
In her junior and senior years, Kramer has
received a varsity letter in volleyball while
receiving the honor in basketball last year. As
of this season's basketball season, Kramer is
once again on her way to earn her varsity
patch.

As like most “unknown soldiers,” Kramer
dodges publicity.

“There are other people who deserve it
more, the Lady Cat senior said of getting
tecognition. “They're more successful

things are very important to success.”

Jennifer Kramer's play has meant much fo the Lady Cat basketball and
volleyball prograrns. (photo by Chris Seper)

“When we ask her to come in, she has todo
it on the spot,” Wallner said. “She seems to be
at the right place at the right time.”

To Kramer, it's not the individual perfor-
mances, but the group one that pay off.

“It's all team,” she said. “In volleyball and
basketball—on defense especially. Everyone
is working real hard. If one person isn't doing
their job then it ruins it for the whole team.

*There can be leading scorers,” Kramer
went on. "If one person does something great
the whole team wins. But it's a team effort.
Everyone has to do it for each other.” Past

1 team efforts have produced regional champi-

onships in both sports, something that Kramer
has been a part of and cherishes greatly.

“That was really exciting,” she recalled.
*It's something you can't describe.”

Right now, after a tough year for the vol-
leyball team, the Lady Cat hoopsters are now
experiencing problems, But the Lady Cat
forward remains optimistic about the team's
chance.

*Thisyearwas disappointing,” Kramer said

about volleyball'. “But there's more basket-

ball (left). Ms. Wallner is trying to help us out

H because she knows we're disappointed.”

Although she doubts that there will be
anything more than intramural competition

| when she attends Purdue University, Kramer

admitted that she leamed some valuable

| lessons in her respective sports.

“They teach you discipline and effort and it
makes you schedule your time. You get to
meet people. It taught me that there are
people behind me. There's all of us and we're

all in it together.”
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Lady Cats fry
to look beyond
loss of Thomas

by Tony Standish

The Lady Wildcat basketball season has
resembled a roller coaster so far—full of ups
and downsand sudden turns, This ride seemed
to hitit's lowest dip December 28 when senior
point guard Sue Thomas was knocked out for
the season. Thomas now sports a cast on her
leg due to a sprained ankle.

“Sue definitely helps,” Lady Cat Coach
Kim Wallner said. *She handles the ball well
and is a leader on offense. We must not dwell
on the loss of Sue, we can win without her.”
With Thomas gone, senfor Laurie Davidson,
sophomore Shannon Mason and junior Jorie
Peterson inherit the duties of point guard.

“All three can do the job well,” Wallner
said. Davidson was a starter before the Tho-
mas injury, and is moved from her position at
shooting guard to take Thomas' place.

The Lady Cats are currently 7-8, and have
been flirting with the .500 mark all season.
The Wildcats seem to be looking forward to
the rest of the season and are beginning to get
rid of the flaws.

“Wearedefinitely improving," Wallner said.

The Lady Cat defense has been superb,
allowing some of the lowest point totals in the
DuPage Valley Conference.

“Defense is our work ethic,” Wallner said.
“We keep most teams under 40 points, and
that is crucial in our conference.” The offense
is where some improvement is needed, and is
being taken care of.

*Our defense is excellent,” senior forward
Heather Jardis said. “But we need to play up
to potential on offense.” The Wildcat attack is
just beneath what its defense allows, drop-
ping in 37 points a game. ;

Jardis leads the Lady hoopsters with an
average of 10 points game. Davidson
averages eight and Mel Benson is good for
another seven. All three have had games
where their point total has entered the teens.

“If we could have three or four players to
get 10 or 12 points per game our offense
would surely pick up,” Wallner said. “We need
to look to take more shots. Heather, Mel,
Laurie, Shannon and Jennifer Kramer are all
excellent shooters.”

Benson leads the team in rebounds aver-
aging seven per game, senior Danielle Potts
follows snagging five a contest.
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