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French glad to kiss regular season woes goodbYe 
Castro, Savwer to_lead upset-hopeful Wildcats in DVC tourney 
by Cbrll Seper 

Bob French's rookteyearas head coach for 
the WUdcat wrestling team has not been a 
pretty one. But the fonnerWUdcatheavywefght 
Is hoping to make a h;lsting impression in the 
DuPage ValleyConferencetoumamentFriday. 

"People are going to come in and look at 
our points standing and see our finish ( 1-7 in 
DVC) and take us for ·granted, • French said. 
-we're looking to be a heck of a lot more 
respectable at conference." The French phi­
losophy Is slmple-th6 more Urnes his 
caliber grapplers wrestle, the more 
they're going to get · 

-we seem to be a better tourney team' than 
a dual meet team. • French obsem:d. "We've 
got indMduals who are decent. If you get 
three or four placewtnners, you're going to 
finfs1) high.. ; 

At 103 pounds, sophomore state-hopeful 
Israel Castro will lead the charge along with 
112-pound junior Maurtceo Hernandez, 160-
pound senior Jason Nourfe, 140-pound jun­
ior Aaron Owens and fellow state-hopeful 
Doug Sawyer In a bid to gtve the Cats some 
year-end respectability. 

"He should have the DVC without any 
problem, • French said of last year's 103-
pound DVC runner up. "Maurtceo should 

.. . place in the top three, Doug should take the 
: DVC, Aaron should be a placewfnner and 

Jason Nourie, if he turns it on, could be a 
placewinner. • 

The28-2Castro has won two tournaments 
and Nourte has conquered one. Castro went 
undefeated In conference competition as did 
Sawyer until a neck injury sidelined the 145-
pounder until two weeks ago. Hernandez has 
had only one loss at the DVC's 112-pound 
level, as well as a second and third-place 
ftnish in a pair of tournaments. • 

But question marks have been raised over 
Owens and Sawyer, who have been forced to 

sit out two weeks and six weeks respectively 
during the season with injuries that just 
finlshed healing. Along with the injuryy al­
ready sustained by Owens, he suffered a 
separated shoulder against Wheaton North 
possibly sidelining him from the DVC tourney. 

his only problem since recovering from the 
ankle sprain. 

Despite the Cats' ftve top-three chances, 
the team must overcome the ftve forfeits they 
have been gMng up all year. To combat this, 
French wfll be bringing up some talented 

most of their time pounding sophomore com­
petition, may grab slots in the DVC show­
down. 

"We're just tJytng to keep them down at 
their own level, • the Cat coach went on about 
hls move that kept the talented underclass­
men down. "For the rmst part our sopho­
mores have been pretty successful at their 
own level. • But it was the numerous forfeits 
due to the inexperience and injuries that 
started the Cat team down and kept them 
them the entire season-something French 
doesn't see in he future. 

"Next year, we're going to be a tough wres­
tling team,· French predicted. "''he year after 
we're going to be real tough. They (frosh/ 
soph) are getting good expertence, and that's 
helping their confidence. 

'1bis is the most injuries I've ever seen, • 
French went on about the six varsity Injuries 
this year. ·AU were at about the same time. 
You'd get one guy back and lose another.· 

Christmas break seemed to be the all-time 
lowfortheCats. Wrestlerslefttownforvacation 
while Ughtwelght stars Castro and Hernandez 
were each overweight OWens joined Sawyer 
on the sideUnesat this tlmewhile 171-pound 
senior Val Graczyk injured his elbow. Even 
French was hlt with an injury of sof18, coming 
down with double pneumonia. • 

Junior Aaron Owens was one of five W[dcat wrestlers; that have a shot at a 
top three finish at the DuPage Valley Toumament. But· a separated shoulder 
could sideline him from Friday's toumey. (photo by Chris Seper) 

"1bat'snotoriousatWestChicago,"French 
said of the hard-luck holiday season. "I've 
always said if tt weren't for bad luck I'd have 
no luck at all. • Despite a hard record of 3-15, 
French said he saw improvement the entire 
season. 

"He's been running. • French said of Saw­
yer, who suffered a herniated disk and a 
concussion. "Conditlontngwtse he's in shape 
without any problem. Wrestling knowledge­
Doug knows all the moves-it's a matter of 
fine tuning them. The skills are pretty honed 
already. • If Owens returns, mobility could be 

sophomores he had opted to keep at their own "I think our Improvement was still there (in 
level. the second hal1) but it was not coming as 

"We'll probably bring 11 wrestlers (to the · quick as the first part of the season.· he 
DVC meet),· French said. "We'll have holes at observed. ·we wrestled such tough competl-
125and 130 and fill everything else." Names Uon:TheDVC'sfourstateranked teams \111m: 

like Carlos Ayala. Dan Cadena and Rich anobstacie during the season, as theywfll be 
Marmelejo, upderclassmen who have spent Frtday at 7:30p.m. at Napervtlle Central. 

Small lineup sends Cat swimmers reeling In the 
by Cbrla Seper 

A coach knows the team is in trouble when 
he can count the number of players he has on 
h1s fingers. 

That has been the case for the WUdcat 
swim team, that saw eight of its 16 members 
out of action. causing them to lose their first 
five meets. 

"Eight were ineligible,· explained WUdcat 
Coach Dan Johnson. "It was (due to) grades, 
coming out late, disciplinary violations or 
school code violations. • Only on January 15 

. did Johnson get 14 swtmmers back tn the 
water. 

"It's starting to come around,• Johnson 
went on. ·we were third out of slx teams at the 
Riverside Brookfield Invitational. We're getting 
evetyone back and times are getting better. 
We're able to fill a varsity llneup. With the 
numbers the same, we have a chance now to 
stay with teams in other meets. 

"You can't win an event if you can't 1lll the 
events,· Johnson satd. 

The Cats state-qualffler, senior 
breaststrokerT.J. Weigand was the .only Cat 
who has enjoyed unrivaled success. Weigand 
has continued his regular season undefeated 
streak from last year-touching the wall ftrst 
in every meet this year in the 1 00-yard 
breaststroke. 

"Everyone's trying hard and giving 100 
percent," WeJgand satd of the rest of the small 
squad. "People can't get ineligible and swfm." 
Weigand flnds himself about on track for 
breaking the one minute mark in the tOO­
breast, now at 1:03.07. 
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Senior state qualifier T.J. Weigand Is one of only eighth swimmers that have 
been at the first five swim meets of the year. (photo by Gina Upscomb) 
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A word on 
school spirit 
by Cbril 

Thealzmstwhine-Ukecrtesaboutschool 
spirit have again begun to deafen the ears 
of WCCHS. The wave of sweatshirts that 
say "Just do ftl Wlldcatsl," the assemblies 
and the decorated lockers are not enough. 
The people want morel 

So for these "spiritual activists" clam­
oring for more WUdcatPride, here are a few 
suggestions to help out our mysterious 
missing splrlt. 

Bum-a-band-member day. At the next 
assembly, one lucky band member will go 
down in a fantasitlc blue flame! 

Cologne day. comes to school 
with the Booster Club's "Ode de WUdcat." 
The school makes a bundle and the school 
spirlt is so thick you can smell ttl 

Get you hair cut like your favorite ath­
lete day. 11Us one Is self explanitory. 

· Climb the Memorial Field llght pole 
contest. The first to get to the top wins a 
·six-foot tall poster of the Wlldcat mascot. 

· Administration fan day. Cheer like the 
administration wants you to cheer. Don't 
forget to pat the other team on the back 
before and after the game. 

Freshmen sacrifices at assemblies. 
Dress our newest WUdcats tn the jacket of 
the opposing team and vent all your frus­
tration. 

The Bridle swimsuit issue. 
If these ideas don'tappeal, how about a 

few more that are a little easier to do ... 
Attend games. 
Cheer at assemblies. 
Cheer at games. 
Quit comlaintn and ust do il 
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Boys·, girls· hoopsters hurt by injuries to key guards 
Cats winless Lady Cats try 
without senior to look beyond 
star on sidelines loss of Thomas 
by Jon Turkot 

Evel)'thing was going smoothly for the 
boys' basketball team.. They ha dJust evened 
'out their record was on the way up and senior 
guard GaJy Barnes was on his way to all-area 
honors. 

1be Wildcat basketball team has dropped 
a level since the loss of their leading sco~r. 
Barnes. Barnes, one of the area's as well as 
the state'sleading scorers with 22.7 points a 
game, broke his anndurtngama.tchupagatnst 
Napervflle Central. 

"We11 just have to play without him.· 
Wildcat coach Lee Maciejewski said. 'We have 
to play hard and not by to be something we're 
not· Barnes was shooting 47 percent from 
the three-point line an~ lead the area with 32 
three-pointers. 

Since the loss of Barnes, the Wildcat team 
-has dmpped eighth in a row, Including two 
conference losses to DuPage Valley Conference 
leaderGlenbard North and tast place Wheaton 
North. Some might say the Wildcats have 
experienced a let down, but Maciejewski de­
nies It; 

'We didn't experience a letdown nor did we 
go flat. • he said. ·we played hard and didn't 
give up: 

The roost disappointing part of the season 
so far to the Wildcat head coach was the last 
place flntsh In the eight-team Waubonsie 
Christmas Tournament. The Wildcat 
hoopsters went into the tournament seeded 
fourth. 

"Overall I was disappointed,· Maciejewski 
said. ·we played not to lose instead of to win. • 

Included In the holtday tournament losses 
was a five-point loss to Wheaton Christian 
and a double digit defeat to Wheaton-St 
Francla-e. team who the Cats had beat three 
weeks earlier with Barnes in the lineup. 

But the loss of Barnes has left the door 

Sophomore Shannon Mason proved worthy as Sue Thomas' replace­
ment, canning a three pointer In the flnal 10 seconds to beat Naperville 
North. (photo by Chris Seper} 

open for the rest of the Wildcat team to catch play as a team, • Maciejewski said. "There are "The loss of Matt hurt us, • Maciejewski 
the spotlight. Senior guard Matt Logan, the no individuals. • Both Eberman and Sullivan said. "He was our best rebounder. Getting 
Cats second leading scorer with Barnes in is have scored in double digits in a~. with 1 Matt and Gazy back will help." 
now the Cats leading scorer. Senior point Eberman leading the team agatnst Wheaton, Ebelt has been back for two weeks, but 
guard Vashon Hayes Is now the Cats number North, scoring 15 points and grabbing 101 Barnes ts still a question mark. According to 
one three-point shooter. Those two, along rebounds. / Barnes he had planned to be back byJanuruy 
withjunlorguardsRlckEberman,GeneShelby The team's lack of health has not been 14, but Maciejewski says the return date Is 
and Travarts Sulltvan have picked up the ltmtted to thebackcourt.Juniorforward Matt still a little tentative. 
slack In the scoring department. Ebelt was out for the Waubonste Tourna- ·u all depends on what the doctor says, • 

·n·s a team effort and everybody has to ment MacieJewski saki. "It's all up to htm. • 

-Kramer is Lady Wildcats ·unkown soldier' 
by Chrl1 Seper The two-sports star has started two straight "When we ask her to come In, she has to do 

years on the volleyball and basketball teams. it on the spot. • Wallner said·. •she seems to be 
Oneveryteamthe~tsanunknownsoldier. In her junior and senior years, Kramer has at the right place at the right ttme.• 

a player who Is always consistent. who never received a varsity letter in volleyball while To Kramer, it's not the Individual perfor-
complatns and who rarely gets recognition. receiving the honor In basketballlastyear. As rnances, but the group one that pay off. 

As far as Lady Wildcat volleyball and of this season's basketball season, Kramer ts ·res all team," she said. •tn volleyball and 
basketball are concerned, senior Jennifer once again on her way to earn her varsity basketball-on defense especially. Everyone 
Kramer Is that girl. patch. is working real hard. If one person isn't doing 

·she's a role player, • varsity basketball As like roost •untmown soldiers, • Kramer their Job then it ruins it for the whole team. 
CoachKtmWallnersatdofKramer. "The hard dodges publtclty. "There can be leading scorers,• Kramer 
thing about a role player Is that she has to "There are other people who deserve ft went on. ,f one person does something great 
adjust to being a role player. Doing specific more, the Lady Cat senior satd of getting the whole team wins. But it's a team effort 
things are very important to success. • tecognltlon. "They're more successful.· Everyone has to do Jt for each other. • Past 

=----------:w---~'T""!"------ team efforts have produced regional champi­
onships in both sports, something that Kramer 
has been a part"of and cherishes greatly. 

"That was really exciting. • she m:alled. 
"It's something you can't describe.· 

Right now, after a tough year for the vol­
leyball tearit, the Lady Cat hoopsters are now 
experiencing problems. But the Lady Cat 
forward remains optimistic about the team's 
chance; 

"Thhs yearwasdtsappolntlng, • Kramer said 
about volleyball'. "But there's more basket­
ball Peft). Ms. Wallner Is trying to help us out 
because she knows we're disappointed: 

Although she doubts that there wfll be 
anything more than Intramural competition 
when she attends Purdue University, Kramer 
admitted that she learned some valuable 
lessons In her respecUve sports. 

"They teach you discipline and effort and it 
makes you schedule your time. You get to 
meet people. It taught me that there· are 
people behind me. There's all of us and we're 
all In it together.• 

by Tony St&Dcll1h 

The Lady Wildcat basketball season has 
resembled a roller coaster so far-full of ups 
anddownsand sudden turns. This tide seemed 
to hi tit's lowest dtp December 28 when senior 
point guard Sue Thomas was knocked out for 
the season. Thomas now sports a cast on her 
leg due to a sprained ankle. 

·sue deflnttely helps,· Lady Cat Coach 
Kim Wallner said. ·she handles the ball well 
and Is a leader on offense. We must not dwell 
on the loss of Sue, we can win without her. • 
With Thomas gone, senior Laurie Davidson, 
sophomore Shannon Mason and Junior Jorie 
Peterson inherit the duties of point guard. 

• All three can do the job well, • Wallner 
said. Davidson was a starter before the Tho­
mas injuey, and is rooved from her position at 
shooting guard to take Thomas' place. 

)be Lady Cats are currently 7-8, and have 
been Otrttng with the .500 mark all season. 
The Wlldcats seem to be looking forward to 
the rest of the season and are beginning to get 
rid of the flaws. 

"We are definitely Improving. • Wallner said. 
The Lady Cat defense has been superb, 

allowing some of the lowest point totals In the 
DuPage Valley Conference. 

•oefense Is our work ethic, • Wallner said. 
·we keep most teams under 40 points, and 
that Is crucial In our conference. "The offense 
is where some improvement is needed, and Is 
being taken care of. 

•our defense is excellent.· senior forward 
Heather JanUs said. "But we need to play up 
to potential on offense. • The Wildcat attack is 
just beneath what its defense allows, drop­
ping in 37 points a game. 

Jardis leads the Lady hoopsters with an 
average of 10 points per game. Davidson 
averages eight and Mel Benson 18 good for 
another seven. All three have had games 
whe~ their point total has entered the teens. 

•If we could have three or four players to 
get 10 or 12 points per game our offense 
would surely pick up, • Wallner said. ·we need 
to look to take roore shots. Heather, Mel, 
Laurie, Shannon and Jennifer Kramer are all 
excellent shooters. • 

Benson leads the team in rebounds aver­
aging seven per game, senior Danlelle Potts 
follows snagging five a contest 

We're your complete 
Aower Shop 

We can help you 
celebrate all occasions! 

• Corsages 
• Bouquets c~()l:::~J.ccl;~~ 
• Gift Ideas 
• .Special Arrangements 

TeD that special someone 
that you care with flowers 
from Jacobsen's! 

fl~ Flowers 
& Gifts 

115 Main 293-1338 
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