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All pistons start to fire on new Wildcat offense 
Injury to star Barnes threatens future of high octane attack 
by James Smith 

Coming into the 1990-91 boys' bas­
ketball season, many referred to the style of 
the Wildcats' play as "run and gun: 

Wildcat Coach Lee Maciejewski takes 
offense to the tenn "run and gun.· 

"I object to when people call our style of 
play run and gun,· Maciejewski said. "I con­
sider it a stigma, ft has a negative sense about 
it. It seems as if all we do Is just run up the 
court and shoot. That's not the way we play. 
Along with our up tempo style of game, goes 
a pressure on defense. We're trying to defend 

-the entire court. 
"I am excited with the way the offense is 

going, • Maciejewksi continued. • This year we 
are putting up about 75 shots per game, 
that's up 25 shots per game from last year. I 
feel the more times you put the ball up, there 
will be more upportunftfes for you to score.· 

Although Maciejewski Is happy with 
the new offense of the Wildcats, he feels the 
half court needs some work. "Our half murt 
trap hasn't been very good, we try and put the 
kids where they are most successful. I feel it's 
still in the experimental stage. I will continue 
to try ft.· In one game, a team had two slam 
dunks against the Cats-one an alley-oop. 

In the first seven games, the Wildcats 
had a record of 4-3 which surprises 
Maciejewski, but not In the way most think. 

"I expected to have won all the games so 

far and that's not being ridiculous,· the Cat 
coach explained. 'There Is nobody in our 
conference that has proven to be dominant­
that makes our kids shake In their sneakers. 

I feel our kids can compete with anybody 
because they put out a tremendous effort, 
night In and night out. That Is all I can ask of 
them.· Out of the five losses, two of them came 

Lady swimmers finish 8th downstate 
by Ed Bachner 

"We had a good year. This year's 
team was the best that West Chicago ever 
had," Coach Dan Johnson said about the 
girls' swimming team. 

The team sent eight swimmers to 

said. "But I felt good at the same time.· 
According to Johnson, almost 80 

percent of the times were slower on Saturday. 
in the finals than Ftiday in the qualifying 
round because ·everyohe gets up so up 
emotionally in order to qualify for the finals 
that all their energy Is gone by Saturday.• 

Senior Carol Petusky (seen in practice) celebrated her senior year by 
finishing second in the backstroke. (photo by Gina Lipscomb) 
state. Although the team placed 13th, senior 
backstroker Carol Petusky was not pleased. 

"We didn't do as well as we could 
have because we were nervous," Petusky, 
who placed second overall in the backstroke, 
said. "We felt crowded and we didn't have It all 
together." 

The Lady Wildcat 200-yard medley 
relay composed of sophomOre Corrie Gllgallon, 
junior Erin Myers, Petusky and junior Jen­
nifer Vavrek finished fifth. Myers battled 
sickness, finishing ninth in the 100-yard 
freestyle and 12th In the 100-yard breast­
stroke. 

Johnson was quite pleased with the 
results of the state meet. ·we thought the 
200·medley relay was a long shot but it quali­
fied easily. It's a credit to how hard the girls 
worked. The (medley) relay will possibly be 
All-American and maybe Petusky as well.· 

Johnson was proud of Petusky's 
performance. "She swam well, especially in 
the preliminaries, She kept having to adjust 
her turns because the officials had different 
interpretations of a new rule on backstroke 
turns. Her second place in the backstroke 
was her best time ever· and she set a new 
school record with it. • 

"I was a little diappointed,." Petusky 
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The team ended its season with a 
record of l 0-5. 

"We had nice meets and nice swims 
throughout the whole season, • Johnson said. 
"Each week we were up against a team 1n the 
top 20 (In state). 

"Sure we had some poor meets, but 
those were 1rt the middle of intense practices 
and the girls were tired from those workouts, • 
Johnson continued. "But those sacrifices had 
to be made in order to have good end -of­
season times." 

If there was a leader for the team, 
Johnson said that Petusky would fill that 
position. "She was a quiet leader and was 
relied on for the team to be successful. Ev­
eryone supported her and rallied around her. 
Many of the freshmen and sophomores look 
up to her like a big sister. 

"I've coached Carol since she was 7 
years old, • Johnson added. "She's been in­
volved in year-round swimming for 10 years. 
It's been really rewarding to see someone 
come through the high school swimming 
program and achieve what she's achieved. It 
really shows people what hard work and 
dedication can accomplish." 

mp design 

in the Oswego Tournament In the opening 
week of the season. 

Senior guard Gary Barnes paces the 
up-tr.mpo style of West Chicago, as he Is 
averaging 23 points a game. The Wildcats 
three-point specialist lit up both Naperville 
North and Geneva for a combined 13 three 
pointers as the Cats powered past each team. 

"I couldn't be more happy with the play 
ofGary,"Maclejewsklsaid. "Withallthehustle 
he puts in, you would expect a little fatigue 
from him. but I don't see it. • But Barnes 
suffered a broken wrrst last Friday against 
Naperville Central, sideltnelng him for up to 
eight weeks. The Cats went 0-2 without 
Barnes. 

Along with Barnes, senior guard Matt 
Logan adds 13 points a game, while senior 
guard Vashon Hayes and senior center T.R 
Brizzolara chip In nine and four points, re­
spectively. 

The final starter, junior forward Rob 
Kuhn, Is the team's leading rebounder with 
five a game and also adds three points per 
contest. 

Maciejewski would like to see more 
rebounds brought down by the Wildcats. "You 
can always shoot enough and pass enough 
but you can never rebound too much, • 
Maciejewski said. "Right now we're pulling 
down about 30 boards per game. I think we 
can get more than that, and eventually we 
will. 

WILDCAT SPORTS 
TRIVIA 

What conference were the 
Wildcats in before the 

DuPage Valley? 
(Answer on page seven) 
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