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Wildcats prepare for run and gun season
Youthful squad attempts to shoot past conference foes

by James Smith

The need for speed.

The West Chicago Wildcats coming into
the 1990-91 basketball season are a small
team, but Wildcat coach Lee Maciejewski
hopes that a group of talented guards will
make up for the lack of height and make the
team competitive.

“Our team is short and we know it,” Ma-
ciejewski said. “Being that our tallest player
is 6-5 (senior T.R. Brizzolara), we will imply
arunandgunstylethisyear.Itdoesn’t make
any sense to try and play a game that does
not suit our team. .

Maciejewski expects to run a three-guard
offense with seniors Gary Barnes, Vashon
Hayes and Matt Logan, leadingthe up tempo
styles. Logan, a 6-2 senior, willrun the show
at point guard.

Maciejewski would like to see Logan im-
prove. “I think he had a good season last
year, (six points, four assists per game) but
there will be opportunities for him this year,
considering the offense we will run.

Barnes, a six-foot second-year player from
Overton High School in Memphis, Tenn., is
expected tobe thegotomanonthe Wildcats.

Wallace Sullivan (31) and Kevin Baldus (55) will be two players the Cats will

be depending on to come off the bench and rebound.

(photo by Gina Lipscomb)

“Gary averaged 10 points a game for us
last year,” Maciejewski said. “He hascometo
practiceingreat shapeandIcertainlyfeel he
can score more points for us this year.”

Hayes, a 5-11 guard, will be the final man

in the three-guard offense for Maciejewski.
“Hayes showed a great deal of potential last
year (four points per game),” Maciejewski
said. “I expect him to break through this
season.”

With the three-guard offense, it would
seem that the 6-5 centerBrizzolara would be
the odd man out. But Maciejewski doesn’t
think so.

“T.R. has into this season in the best
shape I've ever seen him. I think he will be
more confident because of the position in
which he has been placed - a starter.”

Rob Kuhn, a 6-1 junior, will round out the
starting five at the forward spot.

Look for the Wildcats to be running and
gunning on the court, but according to Ma-
ciejewski, don’t count out there defense.
“Being as small as we are, we havea group of
very quick athletes, who may not get every
rebound, but we expect to put pressure on
the other team every time down the court.”

With 11 underclassmen on his roster,
Maciejewski is optimistic on the future, but
is still looking forward to this season.

“It will beinteresting tosee howtheseason
goes, I hope the new system will be suc-
cessful. I am happy with the amount of un-
derclassmen on the team. But by no means
count us out this season. I look forward to
knocking off some teams that take us
lightly, as well as playing competitive with
teams thatdon't.”

Cross country closes year downstate
Montalvo takes fifth as boys,Horyn both falter

by Ed Bachner

“Iwas expecting a little more from them,”
Wildcat Coach Bob Thomson said about the
boys’ cross country team'’s performance in
the state meet on November 3.

The boys’ team scored 340 points, which
put them in 12th place out of 27 teams at
Detweiller Park in Peoria.

This ended the Wildcat cross country
season.

We could have done better,” Thomson

said. “There were individuals who didn't-
perform as wellas they could have. Also, the

team forgot some of the seriousness of the

meet and they might not have had as much

respect for the other teams as they should

have.”

However, Thomson didn't place all the
blame on the team - this year's competition
was stronger than last year.

“Thisyear'stimesimproved byanaverage
of 30 seconds over last year's times,”
Thomson explained.

Senior Rick Montalvo ripped through the field during the cross country

state champlons November 4. Montalvo finished fifth while the boys
nabbed 13th. Senior Nicole Horyn earned 54th. (photo by Chris Seper)

WILDCAT SPORTS
What is the highest
finish the boys'

basketball team has
ever gotten in the DVC? -

(Answer on page 7)

Senior Rick Montalvo improved over his
22nd-place finish last year to come in fifth
with a time of 14:45 on the three-mile
course. Montalvo said he felt “very happy —
not so much asmy place asjusthowIranthe
race. I'mjust pleased tohaveruninthestate
meet.”

Montalvo was named to the all-state list
forthethird time out of the threetrips he has

' made downstate. Along with his all-state

honor, Montalvo is the DuPage Valley Con-
ference, regional and sectional champion.
Senior Nicole Horyn, the only Lady Wild-
cat to run at Detweiller Park, placed 54th
with a time of 12:40 over a 2.1-mile course.
Horyn was disappointed with her race and

said that she felt “lower than I've ever felt in
my entire life. I was supposed to place in the
top 25 but I blew it.” Horyn, who made all-
state last year, may not make the list this
time. .

“Both teams had excellent seasons,”
Thomson said about the boys' and girls’
overall performances. “I'm not disappointed
in any way, shape or form. Both the boys’
and girls’ teams had commendable per-
formances throughout the whole year.”

“We had our ups and downs, our good and
bad races,” Montalvo commented about the
boys’ team. “We didn’t do as well as we were
expecting to do at state, but we had a great
season overall. I'm happy with how we've
run the entire season.”

Horyn was ecstatic about the girls’ team.
“We were totally awesome this year. I'm so

proud of everybody. We worked so hard and
deserved everything. We wanted to make it
to state, but it just didn’t happen.”

Thomson was unsure how the team will
do next year.

“We'll be losing some quality people be-
cause of graduation,” Thomson said of se-
niors Mark Benja, Oliver Korioth, Montalvo
and Dave Zeisler — all members of the state
team along with juniors Mike Callarman
and Elliot Popidakis and sophomore Brett
Siglin.

“It will be harder for us to repeat being
conference champs and going downstate,”
Thomson went on. “It’s going to come down
tothethekids' dedication. Ifthey run during
the summer, then they should do okay. If
they don’t run over the summer, then they
probably won't do very well.”

FREE MEALS WHEN
ON DUTY

PLEASANT
WORKING CONDITIONS

FREE UNIFORMS

FLEXIBLE AFTER
SCHOOL HOURS

WINDSOR PARK MANOR is looking for energetic,
people oriented individuals who are interested in part-
time, after school and/or weekend employment.

Opportunities currently available to serve senior adults
in an attractive, restaurant style setting.

Please complete application in person between 8:30
am. & 8:30 p.m. at the Windsor Park Manor Front

Desk.

o
Directions: Route 64 (North Avenue), 1/2 mile west
of Gary Avenue in Carol Stream. (708) 682-4377.

Contact: Jeff Hargreaves or Karen Bhatti.
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