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·Football .ends another hard seasOn 
Injuries, lock of depth main reasons for tough year 
by Ed &cbner 

Dreams do not-always come true. 
"We had hoped to make it to the playoffs 

this year: Wildcat Coach Bruce Donash 
noted. "But having a small team with many 
Injuries stopped us." The Wildcats finished 
eighth in the DuPage Valley Conference 
with an overall record ofl -8, 0-7 in theDVC. 

"When Ed Gonzalez was Injured, that hurt 
the team psychologically because he is a 
leader," Donash continued. "However, more 
team members became leaders." The Cats' 
senior halfback went out with a knee oper­
ation starting the kickoff of conference play. 

Donash feels senior quarterback Shelby 
Dean's injury affected the team as a whole. 
"We could have won the Wheaton North 
game if Dean would have been healthy." 
Starters like senior long snapper Brian 
Phillips, senior fullback/linebacker /punter 
Matt Purdom and senior center Matt Zollner 
were forced to sit out games. 

Many players have minor that 
don't keep them from playing, but take 
their toll in the thirdandfourthquartersand 
make the players a step slower when they 
need to be a step faster," Donash said. 

Fatigue has also hurt the team. Many of 
the DVC teams have separate offensive and 
defensive teams while the Cat players are 
playing on both the offensive and defensive 

sides of the ball. That hurts the team's 
playing ability, according to Donash. 

"Offense and defense are outstanding the 
first half. But both players on offense and 
defense tire out in the fourth quarter. We 

a good team right now," Donash 
added. "They are dedicated and have an 
outstanding attitude. I just wished for t-hem 
that they'd have the opportunity to win 
more games." 

Senior fullback Matt Purdom was one of several standouts that Coach Bruce 
Donash saw. (Photo by Gina Lipscomb) . . 

Travels proved .fruitful for swinger Turkot 
by Chris Seper 

The road to state qualification has· taken 
.Jon Turkot through two states and two 
very different teams. 

"The team in Georgia won the state 
championship," explained the senior 
area golfer. "I was disappointed (coming to 
West Chicago) because they were a slop 
team." 

Turkot moved to West Chicago at the 
start of his sophomore year, with the Wild­
cats finishing their season with three 
wins. This year, Turkot ,led the Wildcats to 
their first winning season ever, going 8-7. 

"I was unhappy here," Turkot continued. 
"I didn't like the team and I didn't 
like the people." But with 
the change in years, so came a change In . 
attltude as well as state qualification. 

"I never thought I could win," Turkot ad­
mitted about his trip to Danville, home of 
this year's state tourney. "I only wanted to 
place In the top 10." The two-time all-area 
and all-conference selection seemed he 
might have the momentum to do so, 
shooting a fifth place 79 at the Burr Hill 
regional at St. Charles and a seventh place 
80 at the Huntley sectional. 

put the pressure on," Turkot said 
about regionals. "Last year I missed it (sec­
Uonals) by one stroke. It played with my 
mind." The round was just under his season 
average of 80.6 for 18 holes. 

The man and his swing; senior all-area golfer Jon Turkot. 

"Once I was there (at sectlonals) I knew I times, shooting a 93. 
could make Itt state," Turkot continued. · "ltfelt good," Turkot said of the state ex-
Turkot blistered the Huntley E:ourse, perience. "It was an accomplishment. It 
shooting an 80 In the Wind and the cold. made me feel that all my hard work and 

At Danville, Turkot shot an 81 the first accomplishment paid off." 

toward the search for colleges. Although he 
jokes that he will go to "whoever will take 
me," he does hope to either be at Georgia 
Southern or Arizona State University to 
major in pre-med. 

day, good enough for 11th place. But the With Turkot's lone activity finished for 
next day, the senior ltnksterfell on troubled ... h_as_t_u_m_ed_h_l_s --, 

Home Sports Schedule and Playoffs 

Soccer 
Nov.2, 3 

Girls' Swtmmtng 
Nov. 10. 
Nov. 16, 17 

Volleyball 
Nov.3 
Nov.9 

State Finals 

Sectlonals 
State Finals 

Super Sectlonals 
State 

TBA 

TBA 
1BA 

TBA 
TBA 

have some great plays, but we're 
Inconsistent." 

Even though the team may not have 
played as well as they had hoped, Donash 
commended the team on its attitude. "It's 
easy to be when you're 
winning, but our team Is enthusiastic even 
though they're losing. They won't quit no 
matter what happens," 

Do nash hopes that the players' off-season 
dedication improves because "we·re In the 
best league in the state, but we're only a 5A 
team ln a 6A league. If we expect to win, each 
player must be dedicated to piaytng football 
and willing to work at it." 

MMany players stood out on the team this 
year," Donash commented. "Matt Purdom 
never leaves the field . He's on offense and 
defense, a kicker, the leading tackler and 
one of the leading receivers. He's done an 
outstandlngjob." 

MRick Ebberman and Mike Haugh have 
also done a great job and really stand out. 
But there really is no one 'star' player be­
cause a lot of players have worked hard this 

DOnash was optimistic about next year's 
team. "We will Improve next year. Our 
sophomore team has 30 players and our 

group 'will come back with a lot of 
expertence.Ifthenumberofplayersgoesup, 
the team should do well." 

Strike outweighs 
high school 
playoff demands 

by Chris Seper 
Cross country had 

their shot at state, vol­
leyball had their shot at a . 
third straight regional 
crown and swimming 
will most likely have 
their shot at state. 

The teachers did not . 
strike. 

Thankfully, the two events happening 
were only a coincidence. 

As the tension of the strike grew more 
Intense, more and more athletes com­
plained that If the teachers _struck, they 
would miss their regional, sectlonals and 
state. The tension grew to "academic" pro­
portions when athletes started to speak out 
against a strike, f!Jr the lone that they 
would miss their respective playoff. 

Garbage. 
When you reach a certain level of 

anything, especially in sports, things be­
come overemphasized. West Chicago ath­
letics has reached state levels Ina number of 
their sports. Most of our top stars are seniors 
and face their last shot at a regtonal, sec­
tional and state championship. 

But to hold off on a strike because these 
individuals will not be able to compete In 
reglonals is one of the most unbelievably 
selfish things I have ever heard. 

The teachers were getting gypped out of 
money, money that they earn for years of 
experience and hard work that they put 
Into us. We were the lowest paid school In 
the ·DuPage Valley; the teachers deserve 
more. To say, "Wait untO the playoffs end, • 
is arrogant. 

Ifthe teachers do go on strike, they have to 
worry about putting food on the table, car 
payments, holise payments and how they 
will be able to survive while a strike Is on. 
Some teachers only have enough money to 
hold out for four or five weeks. No 
plaque would have been a comfort to them 
on the 36th day. . 

..J am not strike crazy. I was there 
was no strike;. but only because the 
teachers reached a fatr agreement with the 
School Board. If the teaches continue to be 
mistreated by the board, they should 
strike, high school playoffs or no high 
school playoffs. · 

After all. tt ts only high school sports. 
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Boys, Horyn·are off and running to state 
Second-place team finish and Montalv-o championship cop off sectional 
by John Prusko 

The Wildcat cross country team. placed 
second at the East Aurora regional Octo- ·· 
ber 20. St. Charles won with 40 points. 

The harriers were led by senior star Rick 
Montalvo who won the regional race with a f/i} 
time of 15:33, edging Mike O'Brien of ., 
Larkin by three seconds on the three mile 
course. Wildcat coach Bob Thompson said '*'' 
that he was relatively happy with their · · 
performance and that they run, 
"inconsistently. sometimes they're up and 
sometimes they're down." 

In sectionals, the team placed second 
with 143 points, qualifying for state. Mon­
talvo and junior Mike Callarman aJso qual­
ified Individually. Montalvo placed first at 
the race. 

The varsity boy harriers had three of 
their runners In the top 10 In the regional. 
Montalvo was first followed by Callarman. 
who finished etgth with a time of 16:24 
and sophomore Brett Stglln rounded out 
the top 10 placers with a 1Oth place finish, 
running the course ln a time of 16:33. 

Number four runner Oliver Korioth, who 
placed 16th, Thompson said, MHe ran the 
best at reglonals. He was the only one with 
a personal best." The number five runner . 
was senior Mark Benja, who placed 24th. 

The top five teams overall were St. Char­
les first, the Cats next, East Aurora was 
third. West Aurora was fourth, and Mar­
mion was fifth. At sectionals, York again 
was the sectional team crown. 

SWimmers hope to­
send eight to state 

by -!ames Smith 
TosaythattheWestChicagoLadyWUdcat 

swimming team is talented, would be 
making an understatement. 

Coming into the sectional meet at Hoff­
man Estates, the 200-yard relay team of 
freshmen Corrie Gllgallon, junior Erin 
Myers, ~entor Carol Petusky and junior 
Jennifer Vavrek are ranked first in the 
state, and Wildcat coach Dan Johnson feels 
that the team has not even peeked yet. 
~he sectlonals we look at just to qtiallfy 

the girls, I all) looking for the girls to peek at 
the state competition. That's what really 
counts." 

second In state In the 1 00-yard breast and Is 
also ranked fifth In the 1 00-yard freestyle. 
She has set school records In these events 

' with times of 54.06 and l :08.061n the 100 
free and the 100 breast, respectively. 

Along with the great times of this year, 
Johnson is very pleased with the outlook of 
the future. As the 200-yard freestyle relay Is 
composed of three freshmen; Angle Lowell, 
Kate Ryan and Jenny Weigand along with 
junior Laura Bozidarevlc. 

"I am very happy with the progress that 
this team has made." Johnson said. "I expect 
them to qualify for state and expect good 
things from them In the future." 

-- -T.fleteEiy-Get-Swim-teer:n will compete at the State meet in Evanston Nov. 16 and 
17. (Photo by Gino Lipscomb) 

The 200 medley relay has h«n simply 
splashing the competition out of the pool. 
With a time of 1 :52.42, the team has set a 
new school record as well as becoming eli­
gible to be the National Interscholastic 
Swimming Coaches ~ssociatlon All­
American. 

Being a record breaker In the relay team · 
has not slowed Petusky down one bit. She is 
~lso ranked first In the 1 00-yard backstroke 
and has broken the scho;ol record in the 

..L event four times. Her time of 59.23 in the 
100 back has been her best all year and has 
also qualified ber to be a NISCA All­
American swimmer. 

WILDCAT SPORTS 
TRIVIA 

How many years has 
Lady Cat volleyball 

coach Gail George been 
coaching? 

(Answer on page 7) 

I 

I 
i 

by John Prusko 

"They surpassed all , of my 
expectations" is what Wildcat cross 
country Coach Bob Thompson said 
about this year's harrier squad after they 
clinched the regional crown. 

On October 20, the Lady cat harriers 
won the East Auroa regional with a score 
of 42, just beating St. Charles by two 
points. Though winning regionals was 
not one of their original goals, Thompson 
feels, "esctatic" about their accomplish­
ment. 

At sectionals, October 27, the Lady cat 
team did not qualify for state, scoring 
103 points and finishing fifth. Senior Ni­
cole Horyn placed fifteenth . Senior 
Heather Jardis did not place. 

Thompson said that the goals at the 
beginning of the year were to finish with 
the best conference record they ever had 
and qualify for sectionals. .. 

The Lady harriers have an overall re­
cord of 112-lQ-1, a DuPa.ge Valley Con­
ference record of 4·3. 

The top five teams in the regional were 
West Chicago first, and St. Charles see-

d ond, Waubonsie Valley third, Larkin 
fourth and West Aurora fifth. At the 
sectional meet it was Naperville Central 
taking the sectional championship. 

,..o\\i/C . 

The Lady Wildcat volleyqall team. after being battered by state-ranked 
DuPage Valley Conference powers Wheaton Central and Glenbard East 
(above). were eliminated in the first round of their regional. The Lady Cats lost 
to St . Charles in two straight games. 15-3 and 15-5, to not win the regional 
plaque for the first time since 198 7. The Lady Cats finished seventh in the DVC 
in front of Glenbard North. All but two of the Wildcat varsity players will be 
returning. The players leaving will be Cheryl Greenwalt, who was named to 
the all conference team. (Photo by.Chris Seper) 

TELEPHONE': ·2.9~- .0725.0\ l93-072.ti 
207 MAIN STREET 

WEST CHICA60 

·HOURS· 
MON. • nfURS. 4 P.M. • 12 .P.M. 

FRI. 11 A,M, •. 1 A.M. 
SAT. 4 P.M. • 1 A.M. 
SUN 4 P.M. • 11 r.M. 

DOMINICK'S PIZZA 
$1 OFF ANY U\RGE 
· OR EXrnA LARGE 
PIZZA·wmi TillS AD 
PICK-UP OR DEUVERY, 

I. • The same case can be made for the all­
state breaststroker Myers .. a11 she Is ranked 

;lM· .' ~_____,__, 
~--------------~--~ i 
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