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The season that should have been, wasn't
Only regional success can resurrect volleyballs

'by James Smith

Life is not always how you wanmt it to be.

The Wildcat volleyball team, coming into
the 1990 season, was supposedly the best
team Lady Cat volleyball coach Gail George
had ever coached. But the team struggled
badly through the first seven games of the
season, not winning a single contest. As of
now, the team is still having its problems,
winning only two DuPage Valley Con-
ference games.

With the buildup and the letdown, you
would almost have to suspect team desen-
sion, a loss of comradery in the We-go vol-
leyball team. But theanswer, inthe words of
Wayne Gretzky; no. Instead, it was just
blending as a team.

“In the early part of the season, that was a
big problem, along with communication. It’s
hard when you're down by somany pointsto
communicate out there.” As of Sept. 21, the
Wildcats are 4-11, havinggone .500 in their
last eight contests. That gives George con-
fidence about the character of her players.

East. (Photo by Chris Seper)

“You can really tell a lot about a person
when they're down, in some cases some will
just stay down and will not even make an
effort to get up. That’s not the case with our
girls. They're making every effort to get
themselves where they want themselves to
be.”

Snior Cheryl Greenwalt knocks the ball over in the "LodydCots' threé-gome loss to G!bofd
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That character goes along with the
players maturity, with seven of the ten
players, seniors Melody Benson, injured
setter Cyndi Carrol, Cheryl Greenwalt,
Jennifer Kramer, Kelly Matthews, Sarah
Ognie, Danielle Potts, all playing on last
years team.

Cross Country sprints toward state
Thomson hopes for four individual CAT qualifiers

by Ed Bachner

The boys’ and girls’ cross country teams,
started their season on the right foot. Now .
they will prove if they can see it through.

Tonight, the Cats will race in the DuPage
Valley Conference at 3:30 p.m. and will
venture on to regional competition on Sat-
urday, Oct. 20.

Coach Bob Thomson said that the teams
to beat in regionals are St. Charles, West
Aurora and DVC rival Naperville North.

When asked about the power runners
from those teams, Thomson said; “On the
boys side, nobody’s better than Rick
Montalvo as far as I'm concerned. He can
beat anybody that anybody’s got.” Montalvo
will be shooting for his third straight re-
gional championship.

However, there will be all-state caliber
runners like Michael Bryan from Larkin,
John Larusso from St. Charles and Nick
Theil from Naperville North. Bryan is the
only runner this season to beat Montalvo.

On the girls side, a lot of all-stater Nicole

that sophomore Mike Callarman, Horyn,
senior Heather Jardis and Montalvo are
very likely going to compete in Peoria
whether the entire team makes it or not.

Thomson said, “Rick is the sixth best re-
turning boys in state and is one of the
favorites to win state this year. Callarman
will probably rank very high at state. Horyn
is the 20th best girl returning at state and
will probably place in the top 25 spots.
Jardis, despite this being her first year on
the team, is running better than Horyn was
last year and should run well at state.”

Also, he said that going to state looks
promising for both teams since the boys
team is one of the top eight sectional teams
and the girls’ team is one of the top 10 sec-
tional teams.

Although both teams finished the regular
season well, Thomson pointed out that both
teams regularly place well in the first three
positions, but are hurt by their four and five
runners. ;

“That will affect whether the teams go to
state or not,” Thomson said. For the girls
juniors Samantha Newby and Yvette
Contreras are the Lady Cat hopefuls for
strong four and five runners. The boys are
countingon seniors Oliver Koriothand Dave
Zeisler to do the job.

“The maturity has to do with experience,”
George said. “They have spent years
learning how todeal with situations suchas
this.” Along with senior Claire Broido,
George is happy with the two under-
classmen players she has, junior Jody
Burns and sophomore Chris Murphy.

InthetoughDVC, manyoftheother teams
have girls playing volleyball all year round.
That is not the case with the Wildcats, most
of the players are well rounded athletes and
compete in a number of different sports.

But the season is not over yet, and George
is looking forward to regionals at Batavia.
“Regionals will be tough, the other teams
competing are very good. Geneva and St.
Charles usually have good teams, and Ba-
tavia is excited since they are hosting. But
don't count us out because I think now we
are starting toblend. “Another way I look
at it is that when those regionals start, the
records are thrown out the window,” George
continued. “That’s what I tell the girls and I
think they’ll rise to the occasion.”

The Batavia regional is October 22.

Wildcat
Sports
Standings
in DVC

Cross Fourth
Country (boys and
girls)
Football ~ Seventh
Golf Fifth
Soccer Second

Swimming No
Conference

Tennis Fifth
Volleyball Seventh

Home Sports Schedule and Playoffs
Cross Country
Oct. 12 DVC race at Northside Park 3:30 p.m.
Oct. 20 Regionals TBA
Oct. 27 Sectionals TBA
Football , : :
o Oct. 19 Glenbard North-Sr. Parent Night 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 31 Playoffs TBA
Golf
1n the blinding heat of competition. senior Dave Zeisler finds his way through the course in the Cats'’ AXE ,12- ¥ State Playofls . Sy
shutout loss fo Wheaton North. (Photo by Jeanine Murphy) Boys Soccer
Oct. 13-16 DVC Tournament TBA
Oct. 18-23 Regionals TBA
Horyn competition comes from Emily Vitek
and Angela Nelson, both from Naperville Oct. 25-27 Sectionals TBA
Central, according to Thomson. Oct. 30 Super Sectionals TBA
In the past three years, as long as West Girls' Swimming
Chicago has had a full team, neither team Oct. 16 Morris, Crystal Lake So 6 p.m
has stopped at regionals. $ 8 g
At the sectional race, Thomson said that Oct. 31 Rosary, Sr. Parent Night 6 pm
the powerhouse teams will be York, St. Tennis
- Charles, Naperville Central, Naperville Oct. 12-13 Sectionals TBA
North, Wheaton Central and Wheaton Oct. 18-20 State Finals TBA
North. But due to the teams’ successful Volleyball
records, Thomson doesn't appear to be
vervoonbEmed ikl dectichals. Oct. 18 Glenbard North-Sr. Parents Night TBA
“We'll worry about sectionals the week we Oct. 23-27 Regionals TBA
have togo,” the fourth year head coach said. Oct. 30-Nov. 1 Sectionals TBA
For the state meet, Thomson pointed out
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