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The WILD Cat fans win

by ChrisSeper

It was their year, their time, their place; it
was the year of the fan. In gross over-voting,
the WILD Cat-fans won the memories of the
year with 27,936 votes.

The fans were warily welcomed by the
administration, even though the adminis-
tration had previously been encouraging
fan attendance and support; saying that
they encouraged the support, but they
hoped for moderation.

In the beginning, it was only continually
loud cheering, dancing along with the
cheerleaders and singing along with the
band.

But the fans quickly added totheirarsenal .
by bringing confetti, air horns, neckties,
newspapers, obscene chants and even...
bread.

Counting the dribbles in different
languages when opponents were at the
free-throw line and doing a premature
countdown at halftime and the end of the
game became the trademarks of the fans.
While angering and disrupting the players
on the court became their own personal
vendetta.

At regional competition for the Lady Cat
basketball squad, the fans’ madness was at
oneof its’ peaks, along with thefriction with

Boys' tennis nets improved season

by Candi Sabol

The Wildcat boys' tennis team is finished
with arecord of 9-6-1. |

Varsity Head Coach John Moeaki said, “I
am very happy with the way the team per-
formed this year, a big improvement from
last year.” The Cats are an underclassmen
dominated team, having only two seniors,
Steve Encinas and Chris Wicklund.

“All of these players (that) are on varsity
can play at a varsity level,” Moeaki said.

The varsity line up changed numerous
times for the Cats. First singles changed
twice, with the team of Encinas and soph-
omore Clay Turner changingtoEncinasand
freshmen Pete Gadraba. Third singles was
changed from junior Craig Baldwin to junior
Brian York to Gadraba to Turner. Inall, 10’
different moves were made in the varsity
line up.

The two top players for the Cats are first
singles Kai Martin and second singles Jon
Martin. Kai Martin hashad atougherseason
due to an injury early on in the season. He
only played ten matches, postinga record of
5-5.

Ontheother hand, Moeaki ismost pleased
with Kai’s brother, Jon Martin. He is 20-2
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the administration. During the Lady Cats
loss to Wheaton North, the fans tossed
confetti along with a few chants that the
administration deemed “obscene and
distasteful”. Threats of losing the privilege
toattend the rest of the boys’ games and one
suspension from a game was given out for

'Memories of the year

the actions at the game.

Therest of the DuPage Valley Conference
began to be aware of the West Chicago
fanatics when they began travelling to the
home courts of the opposition and insulting
them there.

The first game they were sighted was at

The chairmen of the board, junir Brian York and Senior Chris Wicklund led
the Wildcat cheers during basketball games. (Photo by John Kufer.)

and placed second as an individual in the
DVC tournament. 3

“Jon has had a great year and has a good
future,” Moeaki said.

Moeaki expects a better season next year,
having such a young and pleasing team this
year.

As most teams, the Cats will have to im-
prove on weaknesses seen this year. The
main thing Moeaki was disappointed with
this season was their habits at practice.

“They sometimes weren’t serious enough
at practice,” Moeaki said. “1 would always
tell them that it would effect their match.
They need to put 100 percent out to have a
good match.”

In the DVC tournament the Cats took
7th with 16 points. Four of the five players
finished fifth. Kai Martin finished fifth in
first singles, York finished fifth in third
singles, Encinas and Gadraba finished
fifth at first singles and Baldwin and
Wicklund finished fifth at second singles.

Senior Steve Encinas rushes the net

in a match. (Photo by Chris Seper)

by Danielle Caferello

Tribune Athlete of the week, Chad Landis
has been playing baseball since third grade.
Landis is involved in baseball because

“it’s an all American sport, and I've always
loved to play.” Landis has a batting

average of .400 and has had five home
runs so far this season, that ties the school
record for homers in one season.
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When asked what the best advice he’s
ever received was he replied “hit the balland
run. Everyone and their brother has advice
on hitting, but if you hit it hard, good things
are bound to happen.”

“My main goal was to be the DVC
champion,” Landis says. “But we've taken
ourselves out of the hunt, soa good goalisto
win the rest of our games and finish 15-6 in
conference.” Landis’s goal fell short as the
Cats finished 9-11 in the DuPage Valley
Conference. But Landis has several goals
along with the first.

“Another goal was to win our regional,”
Landis says. “My personal goals would be to
get the school records in home runs, career
doubles and batting average. I'd also like to
make the all-conference team.” Landis did
make the all-conference team by a unani-

mous decision.
Landis saidthat his motivation to perform

well in baseball is to try and prove that he is
better than the opponent. “I hate to lose,”
says Landis. Landis says that his best
memory so far is beating Naperville Central,
that was ranked number one in state.

“It was the greatest game I've ever been
in,” Landis says. “We were pumped up for
the game and the fans were rowdy. It was
incredible. We won 10-9 and it still sends a

) L chill up my spine when I think about it.” On

the other hand, he says “my worst memory
so far was getting seven stitches from being
spiked in the leg.”

When asked if there wasanyone he looked
up to Landis replied “my dad has always
been supportive. Whenever I was discour-

Senior Chad Landis all conference
second baseman prepares to rip
one at the plate. (Photo by Joe
Oliver) :

aged he would help me bounce back. After]
getahit, 1always like to look into the stands
and see him give me thumbs up.”

Landis’s future plans are to attend the
University of Pennsylvania to study busi-
ness and engineering, and plans to try out
for the baseball team.

the Waubonsie Valley Tournament when
the Cats played Waubonsie Valley. Taunts
of “miss,” “your fat” and “Satan” rang out
during the game. During Glenbard Souths’
Senior Parents Night, the fans chucked the
confetti and made light of the Souths’
players nicknames; Banana and Night
Stalker were two of their favorites.

The fans were not without their problems,
however. During a Cat loss to Wheaton
North at home, some fans went down and
danced withthe cheerleaders while wearing
bags! Both Coach Lee Maciejewski and the
players were hurt by the incident, and Jones
spoke to some of the fans, who said they
would not do that again.

Inthefinalgame of the season, the seniors
took a care free attitude towards the
administration’s warnings. The fans were
wilder than ever; wearing face paint,
bringing two garbage bags full of confetti,
tearing clothesoff fans, creating new chants
like “A rope, a tree, hand the referee” and
bringing sign like “Skinny V means victory”
and “Barnesknowsthree pointers”referring
to juniors guards Vashon Hayes and Gary
Barnes. Signs also taunted players like
Wheaton Central's Jeff Thorne that said,
“Thorne, give it up!”

See the fans in pictures along with all the
rest of this years’ memorable pictures on
page seven!
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Help Wanted
Part-time position
Mon. - Fri. 3:45p.m .- 6 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Knowledge of Spanish
helpful but not
necessary.
Please call 231-6370
if interested.
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