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Badminton holding its own

ayers, season going wel

think on the court and with minor adjust-
ments, she can be stronger than last year.”
Singleton had this to say to all the bad-

Despite loss of key p

by John Prusko

With a varsity record of 3-6 and a junior
varsity record of 5-3, Head Coach LaVora
Singleton feels the team is doing about as
well as can be expected with losing three
players this year. They were Dollie Black-
lidge, junior Laurie Schuermann and Kerri
Spoden.

The top three singles players who have
contributed to the success of this year’s
badminton team are sophomore Courtney
Adams, senior Carina Perez and senior Peg
Osterman.

There are also two surprises. Junior Sue
Stadjuhar and junior Liza Lenertz. Stadju-
har “seems to be the most improved who
have returned,” Singleton remarked. Le-
nertz has worked her way up from exhibi-
tion to varsity level and is currently in the
number five spot.

Singleton said that she plans on causing
some major upsets in the DuPage Valley
conference tournament.

Since graduated senior Spoden is no
longer playing, it breaks up last year’'s
number one doubles team of Osterman and
Spoden. Adams is taking Spoden’s place.

Brotherl

by Chris Seper

They even have a tennis court in their
back yard!

The combination of junior Kai Martin and
freshmen brother Jon Martin have been
scorching the nets not only at home, but the
ones used by the Wildcat tennis team. With
Kai at first singles and Jon playing second,
the two have helped the tennis team to a

Singleton is glad that Osterman is back.
She had many compliments for her. “I'm
glad she’s back. She's got the ability to

Sophomore Courtney Adams bats the birdie in practice. Adams and senior

partner Peg Osterman recently placed fourth in the 16-team Bloom
Invitational. (photo by Gina Lipscomb)

love? Not achance

ond singles and during sophomore year Kai
took first singles and went undefeated for
the first ten matches, going 15-7 at the end
of the year.”

“For a freshmen I did all right,” Kai says.
“Last year, everything before conference
was good. When I hit conference I crashed
and burned.” Once entering conference, Kai
went 2-5.

For Jon, he started “messing around” with
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Junior Kai and freshman brother Jon Martin have been scorching the nets on

the Wildcat tennis team. (photo by Joe Oliver)

record of 5-0, and have given themselves a
combined record of 11-1.

Kai says that he started playing tennis “at
birth” and was first involved with the Glen
Ayre tennis club. But Kai got serious only
afterteamingupwith hisformercoach, Greg
Alexander.

“He’s very intense,” Kai says about Alex-
ander. “He was really hard on me. That was
good because no one had ever done that for
me before. He was a tennis mastermind.”

During Kai's freshmen year he was sec-
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tennis at age four, a little later than his
brother. Jon then got serious at age eight,
with Alexander as his coach. But he said he
also bloomed under his current coach,
Randy Shute.

“Wegot intoalot of fights because we were
a lot alike,” Jon says about himself and Al-
exander. “Randy and are real opposites. He

‘...l crashed
and
burned”

never gets angry. I've never seen his face
turn red. He helps me a lot with my mental
game.” Jon sees 75 percent of tennis as
mental.

Competition for Jon reached an all-time
high two years ago when he was ranked 30
in Chicago's fourteens; an age group for
players 13 and 14 years old. “I was really

minton players. “If player came in as
freshmen and stayed through senior year, I
think they'd see the rewards.”

This years number four player is fresh-
man Corrie Gilgallon, at number five is
freshman Karen Slusar. Number one
doubles team is Sophomore Vanessa Price
and Junior Erin Stein. At number two
doubles is Gilgallon and Slusar. Number
three doubles is Junior Lisa Lammondsand
Freshman Pamm Toner.

This year’sdoubles aren’t established yet
and Singleton said that each year startsover
withdoubles, you have togo by skill level not
age. Asuperfreshman would havetogowith
a super senior in that the case.

Singleton would like to have someone at
sectionals and state. She'd like to get more
points than last year for junior varsity and
varsity.

Singleton said that the strong points are
“They never give up and are very coachable
and a great bunch of people.” But the only
have 23 people however. The bad point is
that they don’t have an assistant coach.
“The fact is that there is only one coach for
23 people makes it hard to coach them,”
Singleton said.

competitive that year,” Jon comments. But
the next year was tougher on him.

“Last year wasn't my year,” Jon says. Jon
only played in three tournaments, facing
early losses in each.

As far as competition between the two
brothers goes, Kai says that he can beat Jon
“anytime, anywhere, anyplace.” Thereason
being, according to Kai, is that he has the
superior mental game. ¢

“He's a very talented individual,” Kai says
about his brother. “But I've got the mental
game.” Kai says that Jon's mental game is
sorely lacking.

Although Jon admits to the fact that Kai
can beat him, he didn’t agree with what Kai
thought of his mental game.

“What Kali said is bull,” Jon says. “He
doesn’t know what he’s talking about.”

If any one had any ideas about the two
brother teaming up to form a doubles team,
Jon lays that idea to rest.

“I don’t think we’d get along,” Jon says.
“We're pretty opposite. Kai isn't as intense
aslam. We'd get into a fight. Idon’t think it
would work, unless he paid me.”

Home Sports Schedule and playoffs
Badminton
May 5 Sectionals TBA
May 11 State Finals TBA
Baseball
April 26 Naperville Central 4:15 p.m.
May 1 Wheaton Central 4:15 p.m.
May 4 Glenbard North 4:15 p.m.
May 10 Naperville North 4:15 p.m.
Girls' Soccer
April 21 Glenbard West 10 am.
April 26 Glenbard North 4:30 p.m.
April 30 Geneva 4:30 p.m.
May 8 Batavia 4:30 p.m.
May 10 Wheaton Central 6 p.m.
Softball :
April 20 Naperville North 4:15 p.m.
April 25 Glenbard South 4:15 p.m.
April 30 Glenbard East 4:15 pm..
May 2 Wheaton Central 4:15 p.m.
May 4 Naperville Central 4:15 p.m.
May 9 Wheaton North 4:15 p.m.
Boys' Tennis ;
April 26 Wheaton North 4 p.m.
April 28 Cary Grove; Dundee Crown; Romeoville 8 a.m.
May 1 Naperville Central 4 p.m.
May 8 Glenbard East 4 p.m.
Boys' Track
May 1 Glenbard South 4:30 p.m.
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