












Freshmen boost 
Lady Cot track 

by Chris Seper 

The Lady Wildcat track team got a couple 
belated Christmas gifts this year. There 
names are Sarah Myers and Adrienne Yule. 

The freshmen tap.dem of Myers and Yule 
have been tearing up the track as of late, 
each running sub six minute miles and have 
given the Cats two extra distance runners to 
bring the total sub six minute runners to 
three. 

The third Is junior Heather Jardts. who 
last year, was theonlygtrl who could achieve 
the sub-six mark. 

wWe're very excited about having them In 
the program." Coach Wilbert Walters said 
about Lady Cat newcomers. "They're qual­
tty runners. That's what you need to build a 
quality program. • 

Walters club has already improved in the 
points scored In a track meet. In only there 
first meet. the four-team Glenbard North 
Invitational, where they finished second 
behind Glenbard North, the Lady Cats 
scored 51 points. higher than any points 
scored last year. In the next meet where the 
Cats beat Oswego and St. Viator, the Lady 
Cats topped that. scoring 57. 

The Cats also took second In the six-team 
Fenton Invitational, an lnvttattonal that 
they have been placing last in for the past 
three years. They missed first by one point. 

To add to the new found distance domi­
nance the Lady Cats received. the Cats still 
have junior Nicole Horyn and sophomore 
Dawn Zyllnskt dominating their events: In 
the first meet of the season. Horyn Imme­
diately set ffeldhouse records In the 
800-meter run along with Zyllnskl setting 
one in the 55-meter hurdles. 

"Dawn Zyllnski is our premier sprinter." 
Walters said. "Although Nicole Horyn Is our 
best all-around runner." 

The depth Is also powerful in the distance 
as Walters said that three other runners, 
freshmen Kelly McGloon. Ann Zimmer and 
Amy Koslfas. all have talent. 

The Lady Cat squad has run into some 
problems, however, with the depth of the 
sprinters and tracksters In the field events. 
The Lady Cats have only three varsity 
sprinters to put in three events. 

"We can't do It (fill all three events full)." 
Walters said. "'We can't run them because 
we're short two sprinters." 

Walters said that a few good sprinters 
have decided to go on to other activities. 
"They seem to have made decisions about 
other things." commentcti Walters. 

In the field events. sophomore Laura 
Emery has been able to hold her own in the 
shot put and discus whllefreshmen Rachael 
Harper and Julie Rodenktrch try to pick up 
the slack In the long and high jump. 

But Walters said that although the 
freshmen have potential, competing at the 
varsity level may take a whlle, and Zyllnskl 
has been called on to help out. 

"We're short on the field events," Walters 
said. "Dawn Zyllnskt is our high jumper and 
hurdler." 

Walters does gtve credit to this team as the 
best track team he as ever coached as far as 
work ethic goes. 

"They work hard," Walters said. wNever a 
whimper out of these kids. They believe In 
what they're doing and that's how you're 
going to win." 

The Lady Cats next meet is April 3 at 
Glenbard South at 4:30p.m. 
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Baseball sets to 'lockout' DVC 
by C&ndi Sabol 

The baseball team hopes and expects a 
better season this year. 

Last year the season ended with an overall 
record of 10-19 and 5-16 In the DuPage 
Valley Conference. They finished seventh 
behind Wheaton Central. Head Coach Tim 
Courtney expects wa winning and con­
tending team in the DVC." He also said they 
are wa team that never gtves up ... 

As most teams, the Cats have their 
strengths and weaknesses for the season 
ahead. wOur pitching staff ts our strong 
point," said Courtney. 

Senior JesusBlancowasastarttngvarstty 
pitcher last year. He had a record of2-3 and 
an earned run average of 2.93. In the 
summer league he was 3-5 with an ERA of 
3.50. 

"His strengths are his ability to walk very 
few and strike out many batters," Courtney 

Junior Pat Quane shows perfect concentration In catchlhg pratice. 
Baseball's first game is 1 0 a.m. March 30 at St. Francis. (Photo by Joe Oliver) 

said. wHewillbeastarttngpitcherthlsyear.• 
Blanco sees the season ahead to be suc­
cessful. wlf our pitching holds up. we'D be 
good and surprise some people,· Blanco 
said. 

Other pitchers include junior Shelby 
Dean, who had a summer league record of 
3-2 and an ERA of 1.84. Senior Scott Pold 
wlll also be a contender. He had a record of 
1-3 last year with an ERA of 3.26 and two 
saves. The summer league was better for 
him with a record of 3-0 and a 1.94 ERA. 

The uncertalJ1ty this year for the Cats will 
be in the outfield, according to Courtney. 
"Our only strong senior in the outfield is Dan 
Peterson," Courtney said. Another senior 
outfielder is ineligible because of first se­
mester grades. Courtneyhopessomejunlors 
will be able to fill the holes. 

Another disadvantage We-go faces is an 
unfamiliar coaching staff. Head Coach Ron 
Hansen retired and left the job to former 
sophomore coach Courtney. This, plus 
other vacancies. left two empty coaching 
spaces. 

The freshmen coach is Scott Kaminsky. a 
paraprofessional at We-Go. Kaminsky is 
looking forward to a good and Interesting 
season. "It's always interesting working 
with freshmen kids." Kaminsky said. This is 
his first time coaching. 

Sophomore Coach Brent Heathcott. who 
ls the sports editor for the Press New-

, spapers, and assistant varsity Coach Ernie 
Cameron are the other two coaches. Court­
ney Is wsatisfied with the coaching staff. 
They have the potential to be very good," 
Courtney said. 

Girls kick -off soccer season 
by Tricia Blum 

The Lady Cats' soccer team Is underway. 
They have been praticing for three weeks 
now. 

Head Coach Steve Kimery perdlcted the 
season to be a fun season. wl want the gtrls to 
be ascompetlveas possible and to have fun," 
Kimery said. 

"We have a very difficult schedule," 
Kimery said. "We play Downers Grove 
South, Glenbard West, Naperville Central, 
Naperville North, Rockford Boylan, St. 
Charles and Wheaton Central, they are all 
rated In state." Three of those teams, Na­
pervilles Central and North and Wheaton . 
Central are In the Cats' conference. 

One of the goals set by Kimery this season 
Is to finish In the top half of the conference. 
There areetght teams this year, compared to 
last year's seven. The Ladycats finished 
fourth last year. ·Naperville Central, Na­
perville North, and Wheaton Central w1ll be 
the top three teams, then West Chicago and 
Wheaton North w1ll follow ,I think the team 
will end up In the middle group.· Kimery 
said. 

The team has many returning letter 
winners. A few of the team players, Yvette 
Alfaro, Jessica Andrews. Chell Castro, Trt­

Olga Perez and"Cherle Oskerka, 
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had the chance to play socctrfn Europe over 
the summer. 

Three players were lost to graduation, 
forward Castro. forward Diana Cruz and 
forward Theresa Romero. Castro had eleven 
goals and Cruz had seven. Castro and Cruz 
were both high scorers for the team. Castro 
was voted most valuable offense player. 
all-conference first team and all-state hon­
orable mention. 

•eastro and Cruz will both be missed." 
Kimery said. "They both had alot of ball 
skUI." 

The Lady Cats have lost goalie Cheryl 
Wilcox. Wilcox has not reported to any 
prattce yet, and has not talked to Kimery 
about not playing. Kimery feels that West 
Chicago has the two top goalies. "They are 
both (Oskerka and Wilcox) equal In sklll," 
Kimery said. 

wwe have alot of strong players ... Kimery 
said, • And we will do well against the other 
teams." Kimery thinks that the Lady Cats 
will do good because of the strong Park 
District program. 
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Softball sets for DVC domination 
by Chris Seper 

Coach Lee Maciejewski does not care how 
good the other softball teams are In the 
DuPage Valley Conference, thank you very 
much. 

"I never pay any attention to the other 
teams. I really don't," Maciejewski said. "I 
don't care how good the other teams are. I 
only care how we play." 

But coach, how good Is this year's softball 
team? 

"This Is the best team we've ever had." 
Do not take this statement lightly. The 

Lady Cat softball team Is no also-ran, 3-900 
team, dead last In the DVC. They were last 
years conference champs, the only team at 
West Chicago to do such a thtng. While 
achetving the DVC championship, the 
earned an overall record of 22-5, 12-2 In the 
DVC. 

How could a team that good be even 
better? Well, by having six varsity letter­
winners returning along with three all­
conference players In juniors Melody Ben­
son and Kelly Matthews and senior Angle 
Webb seems to be the main reason for 
Maciejewski's optimism. 

"This is the best talent we ever had," Ma­
clejewski reiterated. "If our program has 
progressed to that point (that I hope), we 
could go down state." 

The Lady Cats wlll be coming out all guns 
blazing with the return of their star pitcher 
Matthews. Last year, Matthews pitched 
every single game for the Cats and may do It 
again this year. But, Maciejewski may cou­
ple his attack with last year's junior varsity 
star sophomore Gretchen Austgen. 

"We're going to find out who are best 
pitcher is and how competitive our second 
pitcher Is," Maciejewski said. "If our second 
pitcher can consistently win, then we'llgo to 
two girls. If I don't feel that my second 
pitcher Is competitive enough against the 
competition we play, then we'll go with one 
and use the other one as backup." 

Maciejewski said that the decision will be 
made after the seven pre-se,asonfnon-DVC 
games the Lady Cats play. 

Maciejewski also has confidence In his 
outfield. "Our outfield Is air tight," Macie­
jewski said. Last years starting outfield, 
Benson, senior Missy Vega and sophomore 

Teresa Wilson, are back agatn for the Cats. 
The Infield Is another matter, not as much 

for their lack of strength but for the tnten­
sen ess of the competition to earn a spot. The 
tandem of Sue Thomas and Webb will be 
handling the duties at third base and 
shortstop. 

Thomas may be hampered with a Uga­
ment injury she sustained during the bas­
ketball season. Maciejewski said that it may 
take time for her to get to full speed. 

But on the other side of the infield, so­
phomores Liz Gemand and Chris Wright as 
well as freshmen Shannon Mason wUI be 
competing for a spot at second base. 

"All the gtrls have talents, but they're all 
diffemt talents,· Maciejewski explained. 
"One has a better arm than the other, one's 
quicker than the other, one canfield the ball 
better. Second base is a key position since 
we've got good pitching." 

At first base, the competition Is between 
juniors Rachel Sedlacek and Jessica 
Walters. ButMaclejewsklsaidthatSedlacek 
may get the designated hitter role. Catcher 
will be taken by junior Laurie DaVIdson. 

With the loss of last years number one 
slugger, Michele Lubinski, Maciejewski said 
that their offensive mindset may not be on 
power hitting, but that does not mean they 
do not have it. 

"We'U try to nickel and dime you with 
single-bunt-single, but we'U have a Uttle 
pow~r to back It up." Maciejewski said. The 
power hitters Maciejewski said that he Is 
looking toward are Sedlacek and Webb. 

"I think Rachel Sedlacek can really hit the 
ball against the (pitching) machine," Ma­
ciejewski said. "1 think Angle (Webb) Is 
stronger this year and will be able to provide 
a lttlle more power. The only thing about 
Angte Is everybody knows her. Because of 
that they play her at depths that Babe Ruth 
would be played at." 

As for another DVC crown, Maciejewski 
feels It may be a 11ttle tougher than last year 
to repeat. "People are going to be looking at 
us, tryingtoknockusoff,"Maclejewsklsald. 
"If we play up to our potential rather than 
other peoples potential we will be very hard 
to beat." 

Junior Laurie Davidson works her techn.ique duriRg practice. Davidson will The LadyCatsflrstgameofthe season Is a 
doubleheader March 29 at Downers Grove be behind the plate for the ladycats this season. (Photo by Joe Oliver) 
North at 10 a.m. 

'Grape power' key for juiced- up starlette's success 
I?Y Margaret Walen 

"We have the grape!" This is what senior 
Jessica Andrews says about how successful 
the girls soccer team will be this year. 

Andrews takes soccer seriously. "I play 
soccer year round. I'm never out of it." Het 
accomplishments from her hard work 
were rewarded during last year's soccer 
season. Andrews won most valuable 
player defense and overall, all-conference 
and all-state honorable mention. 

Andrews has been playing soccer for 11 
years. "I played for AYSO," Andrews says. 
"My parents just signed me up. 1 became 
more Interested when I joined Wheaton 
Wings because It was a traveling team and 
more competitive team.· 

During her freshmen year, Andrews 
played on the boys' freshmen soccer team 
because the girls' team had not begun yet. 

Andrews had played with many of the 
guys on the team In junior high. but It was 
uncomfortable when the team had their pep 
talks in theguys'lockerroom. Andrews also 
felt like she had to prove herselftothepeople 
who did not know she could play. · 

Since her freshmen year< Andrews has 
played on the girls' varsity team and is 
currently center midflelder. Andrews has 
also traveled to Europe twice with Sparta, 
a traveling team. On her first trip. the 
Sparta team won the Copenhagen tourna-
ment in Denmark. . 

Her last trip, this past summer, the team 
played for two weeks In West Germany, 

Sweden and Denmark. They competed in 
two tournaments; the Dana Cup and the 
GothlaCup. 

"We made It to the semi-finals of the 
Gothla." Andrews says. "It was awesome. 
It's the btggesttournament in the world. We 
didn't feel bad because the team we lost to 
won the whole tournament.· 

Senior Jessica Andrews has a lot to 
smile about these days due to 
scholarship offers galour. (Photo 
by Chris Seper) 

While in Sweden, Andrews picked up a 
necklace which Is now known to her team­
mates and friends as "The Grape." 

"It started out as a joke because It was kind 
ofugiy," Andrews says. "Theguylbroughtlt 
from said It would bring me good luck. When 
I got back In the United States, I unpacked 
and found it. I couldn't remember buying It, 
so I just started wearing it." 

The "luck" of this necklace started 
rubbing off at a tournament in St. Louis after 
the team came back for Europe. 

"We lost our first game 4-1: Andrews 
says. "So the next game everyone touched 
thegrapeandwewonthenextthreegames." 
Sparta ended the tournament winning the 
championship, 2-1 against the same team 
they lost to for the Gothla Cup. The trophies 
of the championship were grape color. 

"I ltke soccer because It's a physical game 
that Involves a lot of running," Andrews 
says. "I also like the fact that we work to­
gether as a team." Andrews thinks to suc­
ceed In a sport, people have to have a good 
attitude and have a lot of dedication. 

When she was younger, Andrews looked 
up to Pele' because, "He Is awesome." "Now I 

look up to my dad more because he's been 
successful throughout his life; Andrews 
says. 

Andrews thinks that this years' team Is 
capable of finishing In the top three In the 
conference and should win regtonals this 
year. Her personal goal is to make all-state. 

Andrews long-term goal Is to major In 
mechanical engineering. She wants to 
continue playing soccer. The University of 
Clnctnattl has already offered a full-ride 
scholarship. Scholarships have also been 
offered to her by the UnlversltyofWisconsln 
and the University of Dayton. 

Home Sports Schedule and playoffs 
Badminton 
March 31 Fenton: East Aurora lOa.m. 
AprilS Naperville North 4:30p.m. 
April 11 Glenbard North 4:30p.m. 
April17 Wheaton Central 4:30p.m. 
Bas.eball 
April6 Geneva 4:30p.m. 
April9 Batavia 4:30p.m. 
April 10 Wheaton Cental 4:15p.m. 
April 16 Glenbard North 4:15p.m. 
Girls' Soccer 
April 7 Rockford East 1 p.m. 
April 17 Glenbard South 4:30p.m. 
Softball 
March 31 Waubonsie Valley (Double Header) IOa.m. 
April2 St. Charles 4:30p.m. 
April6 Glenbard West 4:30p.m. 
April 7 Sycamore (Double Header) 2p.m. 
April 12 Oswego 4:30p.m. 
Boys• tennis 
April4 East Aurora 4p.m. 
April 14 Waubonsie Valley: Driscoll: Bolingbrook 8p.m. 
April 19 Glenbard South 4p.m. 
Boys• track 
April3 Dekalb 4:30p.m. 
April 17 Naperville North; Glenbard North 4:30p.m. 
Girls' track 
April 10 Glenbard North: Wheaton North 4:30p.m. 
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