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Weigand qualifies for state

Junior breaststroker caps off greoT season for team

by John Prusko

For thefirst time in his high school career,
junior T.J. Weigand went and competed
down state for the Wildcat swim team.

Weigand qualified for state in the 100
meter breaststroke, placing second at the
sectional, Feb. 17. Weigand was undefeated
in the breaststroke during the regular sea-
son. Weigand's sectional time of 1:02.12
was his best time ever. Senior Tom Novak
missed qualifying for state by four tenths of
a second. The team placed an overall sev-
enth out of eight with 72 points.

At state, Weigand was unable tomake the
championship bracket.

Boys’ swimming finished the year with
onlytwolosses. Finishing 1-2 fordualmeets
and 6-0 for triangular meets.

“I'm excited as far as the win loss record,”
coach Denise Sahly said. “This has been the
best (season)sinceI’ve coached here.” Sahly
alsosaid that she wasjust hopingforan over
.500 season this year. Her goal was to also
better than last season and she didn't see
the season to go this well. The season did
have it's faults though. Size became the
main factor throughout the season and hurt
the Cats. Sahly did say, however, that the
Cats did have a lot of quality swimmers.

“Everyone on the teams got talent,” Sahly
said. “Thethingthat hurtsusmostisthefact
that we’re so small in numbers.” The small
numbers hurt the Cats in dual meets the
most, where you must put three swimmers
in each event, or forfeit points.

The strong point for the Cats was the
performance of the state-qualifier Weigand.
Weigand, the only state qualifier for the
Cats, was instrumental in all of the Cats’
victories this season.

by Kate Jemsek

Improvement from meet to meet, that is
the goal of the West Chicago Wildcat boys’
track team.

With only one senior, long jumper /
sprinter Lovelle Jackson, the Wildcats have
a problem with experience, but Coach Bob
Thompson said that it may help in some
ways.

“The lack of leadership will be felt,”
Thompson said. “But not having a serious or
positive attitude could hurt us more.” -

Thompson believes that the reason that
the seniors did not return is because they do
not have a true commitment to the team.

Senior James Zimmer, who was going to
be a co-captain of the track team until de-
ciding not to join, disagreed with that
statement. Zimmer said that a lot of seniors
are just tired of running. Other reasons
given were they had to work, college is
getting to be too much of a burden and they
just do not want to.

The strong point of the team will not be in
distance this year as in the past years. Ac-

For the upcoming year, Sahly said that
she expects to have all of her team back,
with exception her the seniors. Seniors Tom
Novak, Evan Tszambazis and Mike Wilson
will be the only swimmers not returning for
the Cats.

Sahly said that she does not think the lack
of these players will affect the team next

year. “We're going to miss them (seniors),”
Sahly said. “It's only a couple of kids.” Sahly
said that is the same thing that happened
last year.

Idon’t think it's going to really affect how
we'regoing todoasfor next year.” Sahly said
that they will just have to wait and see.

T.J. Weigand barrels through the water in one of the Cats’ seven wins. The
Cats finished 7-2 overall. (Photo by Gina Lipscomb)

Boys’ tfrack looks for success without seniors

cording to Thompson, it will be more bal-
anced between the distance runners and
the sprinters.

Thomson said that the top tracksters for
the team will be juniors Ed Gonzalez and
Rick Montalvo.

Gonzalez has been given a chance to go
down state in his strongest event, the pole
vault. But, according to Thompson, he will
be valuable to the team because of his ver-
satility. Along with his pole vaulting, Gon-
zalez will see action in sprints and hurdles.

Two time state qualifier and two time all-
stater in cross country, Montalvo may have
a chance to make himself a two time state
qualifier in track if he qualifies this year.
Montalvo will usually be running the 3200
and 1600 meter races. In cross country,
Montalvo placed 21 at the state meet this
year.

Like many of the Wildcat teams this year,
the Cats will be receiving help from outside
schools. Junior Marvin McNeese, a transfer
from Elgin high school, will be helpingout in
the sprints and the hurdles. Thompson also
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gave McNeese a chance at reaching state.
Also, sophomore Matt Reid will assist
with the hurdles and high jump as well.
Thompson hopes that the runners from
last year who ran with graduated senior
state qualifier Tom Poskacil (800 meter run)
will gain some experience from seeing him
run and will use that knowledge to their

Derek Schoepf launches down the
track in preparation for a pole vault.

advantage.
In the first meet of the year against
Elgin-Larkin, the Cats crushed their oppo-
nents with 12 first-place finishes.
Gonzalez picked up three firsts in the 50
meter dash, the 55 meter low hurdles and
long jump, Montalvo had two in the 1600
and 3200 meter runs.

Stop the corruption]
oefore it starts

by Chris Seper

The West Chicago
basketball program was
given the death penalty

prostitutes and money to
¢ attend their school.

: : While you pick your
jaw up off the floor, I'll tell you that the
paragraph you just read was false. But save
it, because all of it may come true.

In 1981, Chicago instituted a rule that
said any high school student could choose
the high school he wanted togo to. The main
purpose of this was to give troubled teens or
youths that wanted toget out of gang related
school a chance to do so.

Unfortunately, this rule came at the same
time as the boom of college basketball came
about. Withthis, it hasallowed a high school
like Martin Luther King in Chicago (ranked
number one in the country) to become a
basketball powerhouse. Their 6 foot 11 inch
freshmen, Rashard Griffith,as wellasmany
other players, have used the 1981 ruletohis
advantage. Griffith chose King over six high
schools that are closer to his home.

Toadd to the pressure the players already
have, U.S.A. Today publishes the top 25
high school team rankings in the country.

With the spawn of these high school
“powerhouses,” schools and businesses
now invite teams to play against each other.

Teams from New York are flown to Chi-
cago and schools from Philadelphia are
flown to Las Vegas. Schools have actually
rearranged their vacation days to accom-
modate their basketball team. Along with
these tournaments, there is T.V. coverage,
sending big bucks to the team'’s respective
schools.

Starting to sound like the NCAA?

Plus, for the coaches of these top high
school teams, there are shoe endorsements,
free shoes and uniforms for the whole team,
speaking engagements and even cash
“allowances”. The coach of the Tolentine
Wildcats, New York’s state champs, re-
ceived 10,000 dollars in cash and mer-
chandise.

Landon Cox, coach of King is sent 50to 75
pairs of sneakers a year! Rival coaches have
hurled accusationsat Coxthat heusesthese
shoes to recruit young players. An illegal
move that Cox vehemently denies.

Starting to sound even more like the
NCAA?

The recruitments for these “junior high
superstars” is beginning to become really
intense. For the above mentioned Griffith,
calls from high school recruiters started
coming every hour on the hour, Griffith’s
mother told Sports Illustrated.

But not only are high schools looking at
these athletes, but college scouts as well.

Staring to become the NCAA?

What is so bad about the NCAA? The
NCAA hasslowly but surelyallowed student
athletes not get an education.

Plus, along with the NCAA'’s “strict” reg-
ulation, you have drugs, prostitutes, money,
houses and cars.

If you are saying that Iam blowing this all
out of proportion? Well then listen to my
next tidbit. A newborn baby was born in
1988 to a mother who had already given
birth to a 6 foot 9 inch junior high kid. The
doctorsgavethischildachancetobeajunior
high school seven footer. Sports Illus-
trated unearthed rumors that there was a
recruiter in the maternity ward.
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