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ildcat swimmers rise to

by Chris Seper

Does size truly matter? Not much for the
boys’ swim team, according to Coach De-
nise Sahly.

This year, a boys’ swim squad consisting
of a meager 26 swimmers and divers has
managed to take their competition by
storm. After an early season loss to Mar-
mion, the Cats have won the rest of their
meets, posting an undefeated record in
triangular meets and a 1-1 record in dual
meets.

“I have the quality — I just don’t have
the quantity,” Sahly said. Despite the
team’s success, Sahly said that size still
remains the team’s main problem.

The Cats’ size hurts them the most in
dual meets, where you must place three
swimmers in each event. In triangular
meets, you only need to place two
swimmers in an event.

The Wildcats’ success has been mir-
rored by their top swimmer, junior breast-
stroker T.J. Weigand.

“He's a real hard worker,” Sahly said of
Weigand. “He comes in early to work on his
stroke.”

Weigand's work ethic has seemed to pay
off. Weigand was never beaten in the 100
yard breaststroke and picked up a first
place finish at the Riverside-Brookfield In-
vitational. Sahly said that Weigand shoud
be a shoo-in for state.

“He should make it,” Sahly said. “As long
as he stays healthy.”

The success for the swim team comes
one year earlier than expected according
to Sahly.

“l wasn’t contemplating we would do
quite this well,” Sahly said. “I thought we'd
do this well next season.”

The loss of All-State diver Shawn Noo-
nan and last year’s Most Valuable Player
Chuck Winkler hasn't hurt the Cats as
much as expected. Sahly said that this

year's team is too deep.

Sahly's team is basically young, with
only three seniors on the team. The team
consists of mostly juniors and sopho-
mores, but Sahly said that they have done
fine.

“We're strong in almost every area,”

)

Sophomore Brian Levake skims through the water during a triangular meet
win against Crystal Lake South and Larkin. The Cats are undefeated in
tri-meets. (photo by Gina Lipscomb)

Despite tough season, boys optimistic

by Tricia Blum

Bumps and bruises have hurt the boys’
basketball team’s record, along with the
players.

The Cats have only been able to post five
victories to what Coach Lee Maciejewski
credits to an injury plagued year. Senior
forward Jeff Showalter was hit with
mononucleosis early in the season. Show-
alter is one of the starters for the Cats.

“Jeff is playing good,” Maciejewski said.
“But I don't think he’s fully recovered.”

Senior forward Chad Busse was out early
in the season and out again for two weeks.
" He has just recently returned. Senior center

John Winterhalder and senior guard Scott

Pold were both out with ankle injuries as

well.

Along with the other injuries, Macie-
- jewski said that the flu bug hit the team

pretty hard and had a lot of guys playing .

with the flu.

Despite the discouraging record, Macie-
jewski feels that the team’s ability to not
give up has really helped them.

“The team works hard and has good
shooting,” Maciejewski said. “I hope that all
of this hard work (in practice and games)
pays off.”

The team has been outsized by almost
every team in the conference. The Cats’
tallest player is junior center T.R. Brizzo-
lara who is six foot four inches tall. Other
players in the DVC go two to three inches
above that. With the height the other teams
have, it is hard for the Cats to get a lot of
rebounds.

The bright spot of the year has been the
guard play of junior Gary Barnes. The high
school transfer is leading the area in
three-point shots, having just over 40.

Barnes said that he is doing better this
season compared to other seasons because
he has had more playing time here. Barnes
said that he feels comfortable and is ﬂttlng
in well in the system.

At the end of last season, the Cats were
facing a guard problem. The team was
losing two guards to graduation, Tom Joyce

and All-State player Tyrone Parks. But then

two transfers came into the picture; Barnes
and junior Matt Logan. '

With Barnes coming this year, and Logan
coming in during last season, they have
each been able to contribute. Barnes has
contributed with his three-point shots and
Logan has led the team in scoring in a few
games. : '

In two weeks the Cats go into regionals.

The regional consists of Batavia, East Au-
rora, West Aurora and West Chicago. The
Cats will have toface East Aurora in thefirst
round.

East, ranked in thetop 10instateall year,
is led by senior center Thomas Wyatt. The
six foot five inch Wyatt is in the top three in
the state in scoring and rebounding.

“We are in the toughest regional in the
state,” said Maciejewski. Batavia and West
Aurora are also ranked in the top 20 in

stg}% win this game we need to stay with
East Aurora the whole game and have
confidence,” Logan said.

The Cats’ next game will be home to-
night against Glenbard North at 7:30.

Senior ChadBusse pops a jumper from the outside during the Cats’ 1 2—boln’r
romp of Naperville Central. The Cats’ next game is tonight against
Glenbard North. (photo by John Kufer)

the top

Sahly said. “We've replaced their times
(last year’s stars) with equal or better
times.” Sahly said that, other than Wei-
gand, that the backstroke and long dis-
tance racers are her really strong events.

One thing that may hurt the team was
the release of senior freestyler Darren
Suess from the team. Suess was the team’s
top freestyle swimmer and Sahly had
picked him earlier with a slim chance of
going to state.

For sectionals, other than the goal of
qualifying Weigand for state, Sahly has a
personal goal of her own.

“I'd like to beat Waubonsie,” Sahly said.
Sahly teaches at Waubonsie and knows all
the swimmers on their team. The Cats
have already defeated them once this year.

Sahly said that St. Charles and Marmion
will battle for the top spot at the sectional.
This year, Sahly hopes the team will place
fourth.

Sahly said that in order to meet the goals
set, the team’s health and mental attitude
will have to be intact.

“As long as everyone comes healthy and
evryone’s psyched up we’ll do all right,”
Sahly said. “Now that we have a winning
season, I think we’ll be psyched to win.”

With the season over, Sahly looks back
happily.

“I'm real pleased,” Sahly said. “They're
(swimmers) throwing out better times be-
cause they're getting more experience.”

Some of the highlights of the year were
the Cats’ second place finish in the eight
team Riverside-Brookfield Invitational and
a fifth-place finish at the eight team Wild-
cat relays.

Regional repeat
for girls’ basketoall?

by Jon Turkot

Despite the problems during the season,
girls’ basketball Coach Kim Wallner is

. optimistic about regional play.

“We're a young team but we've grown up
mentally,” Wallner said. Last year, a 2-12
Lady Wildcat squad won regionals by de-
feating DuPage Valley Conference rival
Wheaton North. “I think the pressure to
repeat will be a challenge.”

“The team that will win regionals will be
the team that can play the best four
quarters,” said Wallner.

“They're young,” Wallner said. “But they
work hard and understand their role on the
floor.”

This year’s starting lineup for the Lady-
cats has regularly featured three juniors,
Melody Benson, Jennifer Kramer and Sue
Thomas, but at points has started four
juniors with only the all-conference star
Webb as their sole starting senior.

“We were hurt by four quick losses in the
early going but have been very successful
thus far,” Wallner said. “I think that is a
tribute to the players.”

“We need to learn how to come from
behind,” Wallner said. “The more it
happens, the more confidence we have. It's

- just a matter of time.”

So far, West Chicago is seeded second,
with Wheaton North first, Wheaton Central
third and Glenbard North fourth. The Cats
will face Wheaton Centralin the first round,
a team they face in the last game of the
regular season.

“We’ve lost a lot of games,” Wallner said.
“But if we're playing at our best, we could do
it (regional championship) again.”

Tonight is the last night of regionals.
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