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Wildcats take fourth in tough tourney Bo s' voila boll? 
byJonTurkot . V v V ' Waubonsie ran up a lead as high as 24 marked the Cats winning four out of their 

Valley Tournament points. At the end, Waubonsie defeated the last eight. In a rematch of the third place H 0 I d the ph 0 n e 
prove to too much for the West Chicago Wildcats by 17. 79-62. game. the Wildcats play tomorrow night at . 
Wildcat Basketball team. 7:30 a alnst Glen bard South · · 

After winning in the first round game "I never thought In a million years they . . g by Chris Seper 
against Marmion, 60-52, the Cats dropped could get up (a lead) like that," Maciejewski 11\11 Boys' volleyball for West 
two straight to finish fourth overall. said. "They took us out of what we wanted 

The winners of the eight-team tourna- to do. Everything they did, they did well." 
ment was 17 In State Waubonsle, who 
defeated the state's then tenth-ranked 
team. Batavia. 

Even though the . Wildcats beat the Mar­
mion Cadets, Coach Lee Maciejewski 
thought the game could have been refereed 
a little better. West Chicago was called for 
11 first -half fouls compared to just four for 
the Cadets. 

"Our kids took more punishment that 
Roberto Duran," said Maciejewski. 

Free throws proved to be the key for the 
· Wildcats. The Wildcats shot 17 of 21 from 
the free-throw line tn the second hili to 
lock up the victory. 

"We shoot good free-throws," Maciejews­
ki said. We work hard on them In practice 
and It pays off." 

Forward Scott Pold led West Chicago 
with 15 points and a game high 13 re­
bounds. Center John Winterhalder fol­
lowed, adding 12 points for the Wildcats. 

In the semi-final game agatnt Waubon­
sie, West Chicago never had the lead. 

Pold once again led the Wildcats with 13 
points. Forward Jeff Showlater and guard 
Gary Barnes followed with 12 and 10, 
respectively. 

With the loss to Waubonsle, West Chica­
go was dropped into the first place game 
against DuPage Valley conference rival 
Glenbard South. South would play We-go 
armed with their 6'5" center Greg Bloe­
dorn. 

Bloedorn came off the bench to score 25 
points in South's 62-43 victory. No one 
could stop Bloedorn despite Maciejewski 
playing 11 players. 

Another problem was We-go's shooting. 
"We didn't shoot very well," Maciejewski 
said. "We're not accustomed to that." 

Guard Matt Logan led the way for the 
Wildcats. scoring 10 points. Barnes fol­
lowed with eight. 

After an Injury-plagued Wildcat team 
started out 0-5, the end of the tournament 

Chad Busse takes aim on a 
free-throw against Wheaton North. 
The Cats play Glen bard South 
tomorrow. 

2 0 0 wins pinnacle for He in 
by Margaret Walen 

Robert Heln, head coach of the wrestling 
team, achieved his 200th dual meet victory 
December 2 when his team beat Elgin and 
Hoffman Estates. 

Heln has been coachtngwrestllngat West 
Chica_go for 12 years, but he has been 
involved with the sport a total of 26. 

"Two hundred wins is a milestone for me." 
said Hein. Hein said that working with state 
champions and state place winners are his 
most memorable experiences. 

"ThehighlightformeatWestChicagowas 
working with Mike Kraft, who was an 
undefeated state champ," said Hein. Kraft 
was named outstanding wrestler of the 
state the year Hein coached him. 

Hein said that he owes a lot to wrestling. 
"I would not be where I am today 1f it were 
not for wrestling," Heln said. 

Heln went to a rural elementary school 
that at one time had an enrollment of six 
students. He reminisced of always having 
fun grappling and rolling around. 

"My teacher taught us to wrestle on a 
hardwood floor," Heln said. "We had state 
champions and national place winners 
come out of there." 

"It was natural for me to start wrestling." 
said Heln. "I had natural strength and I 
enjoyed it." Heln was a state qualifier his 
junior year of high school in Osage. Iowa. 

"Out there, wrestling was bigger than 
football." 

He then went to Iowa State University, 
double majoring in physical education and 
social studies where he continued to 
wrestle. "I went to college to be a coach," 
Hein said. 

According to Hein, the difference between 
wrestling and other sports Is that wrestlers 
have to out there one-on-one. 

Coach Robert Heln has reached the 
200th victory mark after 26 years of 
wrestling. This is his final year. 

"It's a battle until it's over," Hetn said. You 
are constantly on the line as far as your 
performance Is concerned. There is a guy 
out there that's going to rip your head off. 
It's a very frightening experience. 

"Wrestling teaches you to realize you 
can't win them all," continued Hein. "It's 
easy dealing with victory, it's defeat that's 
the problem. You get beat up out there and 
the only thing to do is to get up and try 
agatn." Hein feels that the Idea Is to follow 
through and finish what you've started. 

"Sports are becoming more competitive," 
comments Hein. He feels that It's definitely 
more difficult to be in a sport now than It 
was years ago. 

"Unfortunately," said Heln, "There has 
been pressure In athletes to specialize In a 
sport. This is too bad because It takes away 
from the experience of being Involved in 
different things and being a well balanced 
person. 

"The really neat thing about coaching 
wrestling," Heln continued, "Is that the 
team can get whaled on pretty good. But I 
could have one player that does really well 
and then I'll feel good." 

Hetn has decided to quits at the end 
of this year. But even though Heln is retiring 
as a coach, he said that he'll always be a fan. 
"I wouldn't have 1t any other way," said 
Heln. 

We have some truly WILD Cat-fans 
by Chris Seper 

They're feared, they're loved, they're 
hated, they're just out to have some fun. If 
you go to the boys' basketball games, you 
know wQ.o they are. 

They are the fans. 
Now we're not talking all the fans. We're 

talking the ones who are located in the 
lefthand side of the. bleachers. The ones 
who have, over the past two years, gotten 
the reputation as the most crazy and most 
feared fans In the DuPage Valley Con­
ference. 

Glenbard South, which w111 be facing us 
tomorrow at 7:30, is one of those teams 
who is reluctant to play us. During the 
summer leagues, many South players said 
'that they were reluctant to come to West 
Chicago. not only because of the team, but 
because ofthe "WILD Cat-fans." 
After speaking to many of the "WILD 

Cat-fans," they said that Soutli would not 
be disappointed. 

Athletic Director Ron Hansen said that 
he thought it was great that there was 
support for the team, but wished it would 
be more positive. 

"I wish they would cheer more for our 
team than against the other,"-Hansen said. 

Senior Tom Niland, who can been seen 
at almost every boys' game, said that he . 
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sees what he does as a kind of "sixth man" 
on the court. 

"I'm gofng to spit and throw things and 
get people pissed off," Niland said. · 

Although only wary praise was given by 
administrators, players and cheerleaders 
said that they enjoyed the fans. 

Point guard Chad Landis said, "They're 
pretty loud and that's pretty good. The 
rowdier the better." 

"I love when the crowd Is loud and 
obnoxious," basketball cheerleader Annet­
te Pavone said. "I think that It Inspires the 
players and the spirit at our school." 

Not only is our fans' support revered 
throughout the DVC. but their 
"obnoxiousness" Is as well. Not only are 
the players on the free-throw line being 
harassed. but referees, coaches, reporters, 
and cheerleaders are being chanted down 

. aswell. . 
At one game the opposing team's cheer­

lead'ers went out on our floor and at­
tempted to do a cheer. They were greeted 
with "One-two-three-four get the cattle off 
the floor." The referee's lack of hair be­
came the butt of a joke when the chant of 
''baldy" was heard. 

This year, two new additions to the fan 
attack at We-go are the confetti throwing . 
and the counting of dribbles at the free-

throw line. At the home games. you can 
look up and see the fans throwing confetti 
In the air, at the players on the coul!t, and 

' even at each other. ' 
The counting at the free-throw line can 

be heard In several different languages. 
depending on the fans' mood. 

But the most infamous stunt this year 
has been the "psyche countdown." With 10 
or 15 seconds left In the half andfor game, 
the fans will begin to countdown "five, 
four. three, two, one. Psyche!" So far, al­
most every team has fallen for the trick. 

But they aren't restricting themselves to 
home boys' games any more. At the Wau­
bonsie Tournament, We-go played Wau­
bonsle and a handful of the "WILD 
Cat-fans" followed. 

During the game, the "handful" of fans 
slurred names. mocked players and fans, 
disturbed the players at the free-throw line 
by counting the number of dribbles and 
screaming such things as: "you're fat," 
"miss." and "Satan." They were also able to 
agitate a number of Waubonsle players 
and fans. 

They were also seen at the Lady Wildcat 
Classic. During that game, the premature 
countdown gave West Chicago an extra 
shot. They also yelled non-stop every mi­
nute of the game. 

. Chicago? How about 
catching up with the 
DuPage Valley Con­
ference In sports first. 

I know what you're 
saying. "What do you 
mean catch up to the 
DVC? We're as good as 
they are." Well I know 

that, and that's not what I mean. I mean, 
get as many sports programs as they have. 

Look at all the other schools In our con­
ference. Each school has a gymnastics 
program for both boys and girls. And right 
now, the girls' season is in full swing. How 
many girls' sports do we have this season? 
You guessed It, only one. 

Unlike a boys' volleyball program. which 
·would be played as a spring sport. this 
·would not hurt other spring teams. It 
would probably start adding to our female 
sports dynasty immediately. We have 

1
achleved state qualifiers and place 

I Winners in cross country and swimming. a 
regional championship in volleyball, a sec­
tional qualifier In golf and soccer, con­
ference champs In softball and our girls' 

· basketball team is defending regional 
champ. 

It would also boost the school's use of its 
facilities since we de have a gymnastics 
room, which by the way has done a great 
job doubling as a square dance hall. 

Although boys' gymnastics would take 
the place of boys' volleyball on the spring 
sports roster, it would gtve us the look of a 
DVC school. Last year at the DVC Gym­
nastics Championships at Naperville Cen­
tral, every team but West Chicago was 
represented. Wheaton North participated 
even though it had only one athlete! 

How much more from the budget would 
this sport take in comparison to boys' 
V-ball? Not much considering all you 
would need is a coach's salary and recon­
vert the square dance hall into a gym­
nastics room. We don't even have to have 
home meets. 

Once again. a better look and higher 
profile for the school. more respect from 
DVC opponents (because we would show 
up for the sport) and a ltttle added pride for 
the school. 

Three years back. two students took 
their own time to represent We-go In the 
gymnastics competition. How much would 
it cost for one man to supervise a group of 

1
kids who already knew what they were 
jdoinJ!j' 
. Although-not a school sanctioned sport, 
ice hockey Is In four of the etght schools in 
the conference, Naperv1lle Central and 
North, Wheaton Central and Glenbard 
North. I also spoke to the athletic director 
from Glenbard East who said he was at­
tempting to get a program started at their 
school. _ _ . . ___ _ 

This one may be a ltttle taxing on the 
money as well as the bodies, and will 
probably never fly here. 

Now, look at boys' volleyball. We have a 
sport being pushed by a group mostly 
made up of seniors, that has failed at 
schools like Glenbard East, has only a 
50/50 chance. w111 cost the school big; 
bucks not only for the coach's salary, but 
in uniforms and equipment and it would! 
take away from other sports like baseball, 
tennis and track. 

Let's catch the DVC before we try to' 
surpass them. 
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Ladycats take second at Wildcat Classic 
by Tricia Blum 

The Ladycats took second place in the 
eight-team Lady Wildcat Holiday Classic . 
Tournament. 

In the tourney, the Cats beat Leyden 
43-21, Morris 41-40, and lost to Romeovil­
le 31-33. 

In the first game the Ladycats faced 
Leyden. The game was close in the first, 
with the Ladycats winning 11-10. 

"In the first quarter we played sluggish," 
guard Angle Webb said. "But we knew we 
wanted to win. In the second half we shut 
down Leyden." 

"We didn't shoot real well in the first 
half," Coach Kim Wallner said. "We at­
tacked them (Leyden) better In the second 
half. We hit a lot of free-throws." 

In the second half, the Wildcats shut the 
scoring of Leyden down. They only allowed 
them to score two points th'e rest of the 
game, one In each quarter. As for the 
Ladycats, they scored eight In the third 
quarter and then scored 21 points In the 
fourth to wrap up the win. 

The high scorers for the game were 
Webb and forward Heather Jardls with 11 
and 10 points, respectively. Webb also had 
10 rebounds along with center Melody 
Benson getting 13. 

·This put We-go In the semi-final game 
against state-ranked Morris. Morris was 
13-0 coming Into the semi-finals. 

The Cats had the lead at the half 25-16. 
But it gradually began to drop until Morris 
got it in the fourth quarter. 

In the fourth quarter, the Cats did not 
score until they were under four minutes 

left to play. Then with 15 seconds left, and 
Morris up 40-39, Webb took the game­
winning shot to make the score 40-41. 

"We did great," said Webb. "We did what 
we've been practicing. That was a big part 
in winning the game." · 

Leading scorers were Webb with 16 
points and Benson with eight. 

The Ladycats went Into the finals to face 
Romeoville, another state ranked team. 
Romeoville had won the tournament the 
last three years. 

Romeoville also came in with the top 
scorer overall. She was 6'1" Claudia Van­
diver. 

Wallner told the Ladycats before the 
game, "If we are going to get beat I want 
them to work on someone else beating us 
besides Vandiver. If we're going to get beat 
let one of their other players beat us." 

The Cats were winning the game 13-11 
up until the second half despite the Cat's 
doing more scoring in the second half. 

But in the second half, Romeoville made 
four three-pointers compared to West Chi­
cago making none. In the end, Romeoville 
won the tournamen.t for the fourth time in 
a row. 

"The four three-point shots, that's what 
won the ball game for Romeoville," 
Wallner said. 

The leading scorers for the Cats were 
Webb scoring 10 points, Jardis scoring 
seven and guard Jessica Andrews contrib­
uting six. 

At the conclusion of the tournament. 
Webb was named to the all-tournament 
team. 

i ~,, 
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Point guard Sue Thomas takes her patented jump shot against Wheaton 
North. We-go lost here but will rematch them January 25. (Photo by John 
Kufer) 

Wrestling team starting· to struggle 
by Chris Seper 

Not everybody had a good Christmas 
break. Especially the West Chicago wres­
tling team. 

On December 30, a sickness laden wres-

tling team lost to Bremen 35-27 and Wau­
bonsie 36-21. These two losses continued 
the skid the wrestling team has been on as 
of late. 

Israel Castro grapples with his Wheaton North opponent. Castro won here 
and took first at the Homewood Flossmoor Invitational. (PhoJo by Rachel 
Sedlacek) 

Home Sports Schedule and Playoffs 

Boys • basketball 
Jan. 19 Glenbard South 7:30p.m. 
Feb. 2 Naperville North 7:30p.m. 
Feb. 3 Naperville Central 7:30p.m~ 

Ladies' basketball 
Jan. 18 Naperville Central 7:30p.m. 
Jan.20 Glenbard North 1:30 p.m. 
Feb. 1 Wheaton Central 6p.m. 

(Sr. Parents Night) 
Feb. 5-9 Regionals TBA 
Boys• swimming 
Jan.30 Crystal Lake So., larkin 5p.m. 

(Sr. Parents Night) 

Wrestling 
Feb. 2-3 Regionals TBA 
Feb. 6 Team Regionals TBA 

Even before the meet, the Cats knew 
they were at a disadvantage. They were 
forfeiting two weight classes, 130 and 189. 
With two forfeits, the Cats gave 12 points 
to both of their opponents. 

Plus, the Castro brothers, Israel and 
Maurilleo, along with many others had 
been suffering from the flu and would be 
wrestling at a sub-par level. 

Against Waubonsie, the Wildcats came 
out strong. Out of the first five matches. 
the Cats won four. Despite the forfeit at 
130, the cats were holding onto a three­
pointlead. 

But sickness and forfeits caught up with 
them. Waubonsie, whose only loss was to 
undefeated Naperville North, took four out 
of the last six bouts. That, coupled with 
the forfeit at 189, gave them the victory. 

Against Bremen, the wins were fewer 
and more far between. The Cats won five 
matches out of the 11 wrestled. Out of the 
five, however, four were pins. But with the 
forfeits, the Wildcats were unable to come 
within striking distance of Bremen. 

Although the team didn't shine this 
meet, some individuals did. Israel Castro at 

10·3. John Jakubowski at 119, Doug 
Bruser at 152 and Joe Oliver at heavy­
weight were all victorious in the two mat­
ches. 

Forfeits have been a main problein for 
the Wildcats during the season. At a meet 
against Glenbard North, the Cats were 
forced to give up 24 points in forfeits. 

"We're struggling." Heln said. "But we 
knew we would be. We don't have enough 
depth and we've got some weak spots." 

In almost every meet this year. the Wild­
cats have given up at least one forfeit. 
Sophomore Aaron Owens. who was the 
pre-season choice for varsity at 130. has 
had to wrestle junior varsity due to knee 
surgery at the start of the season. 

At the higher weights of 160 and 171. 
both wrestlers are wrestling at least 1 0 
pounds over their actual weight. 

But the problem · of depth seems to be 
worsening. according to Heln. 

"We have a nucleus of kids that are 
giving us what they've got," Hein said. "We 
have other kids, mostly JV Ounlor varsity) 
and freshmen, who haven't been coming 
to practice for one reason or another." 

Invulnerable swim team? 
by Chris Seper 

After losing once to Marmion, wlll 
swimming now go unbeaten? That's the 
opinion of Coach Denise Sahly. 

"We should be able to win most or the 
rest of our meets," Sahly said. Sahly said 
that although Streamwood may be tough. 
the hardest Is now over. "Marmion and 
Benet are the two toughest teams we face." 

At a meet December 2, the Wtldcats 
swam against Benet and East Aurora. the 
Cats beat them both. The Wildcats scored 
114.5 to !3enet'_s 111.5 and East's 19. 

Junior T.J. Weigand's time in the 100 
breast stroke was one second away from 
state qualifying time. 

"He's doing good." Sahly said of Weigand. 
"He worked hard over the break and put in 
some extra practices.~ Sahly said that all 
Weigand really needs now Is some compe­
tition. 

"He's a very competitive person," Sahly 
said. "He always wants first. He still tries, 
but I know he'd have a better time If 
somebody was near his time." 

Sahly said that a key to winning this 
season will be competing in triangular 

meets against the really strong teams. 
Triangular meets differ from dual meets 

in that not as many swimmers are re­
quired. 

"I have the quality but_l just don't have 
the quantity." Sahly said. 

Sahly is also trying something new In 
her lineup. Darren Suess, the usual dis­
tance swimmer, has converted to sprint. 
Sahly said that there may be a slim chance 
of se~lng him at state. 
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