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Ladycats take second at Wildcat Classic

by Tricia Blum

The Ladycats took second place in the
eight-team Lady Wildcat Holiday Classic .
Tournament.

In the tourney, the Cats beat Leyden
43-21, Morris 41-40, and lost to Romeovil-
le 31-33.

In the first game the Ladycats faced
Leyden. The game was close in the first,
with the Ladycats winning 11-10.

“In the first quarter we played sluggish,”
guard Angie Webb said. “But we knew we
wanted to win. In the second half we shut
down Leyden.”

“We didn’t shoot real well in the first
half,” Coach Kim Wallner said. “We at-
tacked them (Leyden) better in the second
half. We hit a lot of free-throws.”

In the second half, the Wildcats shut the
scoring of Leyden down. They only allowed
them to score two points the rest of the
game, one in each quarter. As for the
Ladycats, they scored eight in the third
quarter and then scored 21 points in the
fourth to wrap up the win.

The high scorers for the game were
Webb and forward Heather Jardis with 11
and 10 points, respectively. Webb also had
10 rebounds along with center Melody
Benson getting 13.

"This put We-go in the semi-final game
against state-ranked Morris. Morris was
13-0 coming into the semi-finals.

The Cats had the lead at the half 25-16.
But it gradually began to drop until Morris
got it in the fourth quarter.

In the fourth quarter, the Cats did not
score until they were under four minutes

Wrestling

by Chris Seper
Not everybody had a good Christmas
break. Especially the West Chicago wres-
tling team.
On December 30, a sickness laden wres-

Israel Castro grobples with h|;WhecTon North opponent. Castro won here

left to play. Then with 15 seconds left, and
Morris up 40-39, Webb took the game-
winning shot to make the score 40-41.

“We did great,” said Webb. “We did what
we've been practicing. That was a big part
in winning the game.”

Leading scorers were Webb with 16
points and Benson with eight.

The Ladycats went into the finals to face
Romeoville, another state ranked team.
Romeoville had won the tournament the
last three years.

Romeoville also came in with the top
scorer overall. She was 6’1" Claudia Van-
diver.

Wallner told the Ladycats before the
game, “If we are going to get beat I want
them to work on someone else beating us
besides Vandiver. If we're going to get beat
let one of their other players beat us.”

The Cats were winning the game 13-11
up until the second half despite the Cat’s
doing more scoring in the second half.

But in the second half, Romeoville made
four three-pointers compared to West Chi-
cago making none. In the end, Romeoville
won the tournament for the fourth time in
arow. :

“The four three-point shots, that’s what
won the ball game for Romeoville,”
Wallner said.

The leading scorers for the Cats were
Webb scoring 10 points, Jardis scoring
seven and guard Jessica Andrews contrib-
uting six.

At the conclusion of the tournament,
Webb was named to the all-tournament
team.

Point guard Sue Thomas takes her patented jump shot a

{
%
i

gainst Wheaton

North. We-go lost here but will rematch them January 25. (Photo by John

Kufer)

team starting to struggle

tling team lost to Bremen 35-27 and Wau-
bonsie 36-21. These two losses continued
the skid the wrestling team has been on as
of late.

and took first at the Homewood Flossmoor Invitational. (Photo by Rachel

Sedlacek)
Home Sports Schedule and Playoffs
Boys’ basketball
Jan. 19 Glenbard South 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 2 Naperville North 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 3 Naperville Central 7:30 p.m.
Ladies’ basketball
Jan. 18 Naperville Central 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 20 Glenbard North 1:30 p.m.
Feb. 1 Wheaton Central 6 p.m.
(Sr. Parents Night)
Feb. 5-9 Regionals TBA
Boys' swimming :
Jan. 30 ~ Crystal Lake So., Larkin 5 p.m.
(Sr. Parents Night)
Wrestling 4
Feb. 2-3 Regionals TBA
Feb. 6 Team Regiinals TBA

Even before the meet, the Cats knew
they were at a disadvantage. They were
forfeiting two weight classes, 130 and 189.
With two forfeits, the Cats gave 12 points
to both of their opponents.

Plus, the Castro brothers, Israel and
Maurilleo, along with many others had
been suffering from the flu and would be
wrestling at a sub-par level. ;

Against Waubonsie, the Wildcats came
out strong. Out of the first five matches,
the Cats won four. Despite the forfeit at
130, the cats were holding onto a three-
point lead.

But sickness and forfeits caught up with
them. Waubonsie, whose only loss was to
undefeated Naperville North, took four out
of the last six bouts. That, coupled with
the forfeit at 189, gave them the victory.

Against Bremen, the wins were fewer
and more far between. The Cats won five
matches out of the 11 wrestled. Out of the
five, however, four were pins. But with the
forfeits, the Wildcats were unable to come
within striking distance of Bremen.

Although the team didn’t shine this
meet, some individuals did. Israel Castro at

103, John Jakubowski at 119, Doug
Bruser at 152 and Joe Oliver at heavy-
weight were all victorious in the two mat-
ches.

Forfeits have been a main problem for
the Wildcats during the season. At a meet
against Glenbard North, the Cats were
forced to give up 24 points in forfeits.

“We're struggling,” Hein said. “But we
knew we would be. We don’t have enough
depth and we've got some weak spots.”

In almost every meet this year, the Wild-
cats have given up at least one forfeit.
Sophomore Aaron Owens, who was the
pre-season choice for varsity at 130, has
had to wrestle junior varsity due to knee
surgery at the start of the season.

At the higher weights of 160 and 171,
both wrestlers are wrestling at least 10
pounds over their actual weight.

But the problem of depth seems to be
worsening, according to Hein.

“We have a nucleus of kids that are
giving us what they’ve got,” Hein said. “We
have other kids, mostly JV (junior varsity)
and freshmen, who haven't been coming
to practice for one reason or another.”

Invulnerable swim team?

by Chris Seper

After losing once to Marmion, will
swimming now go unbeaten? That’s the
opinion of Coach Denise Sahly.

“We should be able to win most or the
rest of our meets,” Sahly said. Sahly said
that although Streamwood may be tough,
the hardest is now over. “Marmion and
Benet are the two toughest teams we face.”

At a meet December 2, the Wildcats
swam against Benet and East Aurora, the
Cats beat them both. The Wildcats scored
114.5to Benet's 111.5 and East’s 19.

Junior T.J. Weigand's time in the 100
breast stroke was one second away from
state qualifying time.

“He's doing good,” Sahly said of Weigand.
“He worked hard over the break and put in
some extra practices.” Sahly said that all
Weigand really needs now is some compe-
tition. :

“He's a very competitive person,” Sahly
said. “He always wants first. He still tries,

but I know he’d have a better time if

somebody was near his time.”

Sahly said that a key to winning this
season will be competing in triangular

meets against the really strong teams.

Triangular meets differ from dual meets
in that not as many swimmers are re-
quired.

“I have the quality but I just don’t have
the quantity,” Sahly said.

Sahly is also trying something new in
her lineup. Darren Suess, the usual dis-
tance swimmer, has converted to sprint.
Sahly said that there may be a slim chance
of seeing him at state.
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