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Myers, relay team make waves at state

by Chris Seper

For the fourth year in a row, the Ladycat
swimmers have went down state.

This year, sophomore Erin Myers took
fifth in the 100 meter breast strokeandseta
school record with a time of 1:08.51. The
200 meter medley relay team of freshmen
Corrie Gilgallon, Myers, junior Carol Pet-
usky, and sophomore Jennifer Vavrek
placed eighth and set another school record
with a time of 1:53.18.

Myers and Petusky each placed 18 in the
50 meter free style and the 100 back stroke
with times of 25.15 and 1:02.58, respecti-
vely. Also, as a team the four placed 19 with
20 points.

Each Ladycat competitor earned all-state

status as well. Myers earned it for her per- ,

formance in the 100 breast and 200 relay.
Gilgallon, Petusky, and Vavrek earned it for
their relay performance. In an event, if you
placed in the top 20, all-state honors are
awarded.

“In a state meet where most coaches gen-
erally agreed was a slow race,” Head Coach
Dan Johnson said, “we swam fast.” Out of
the four races swam at state, only one was
not faster than the sectional performance.

For Myers, this was her second tripdown
stateout of hertwoyearsin highschool. Last
year, Myers placed 13withatimeof1:09.62,
improving by over a second. ‘I was really
excited goingin,” Myers said about the meet.

“I was looking forward to it:(100 breast).”

“That was Erin’s meet,” Johnson said.
“There were not many people who were
going to beat her.” The winner of the breast
was Becky Bruch, who has won the state
title three years in a row.

This was Myers first year of state compe-
tition in the 50 free.

The 400 relay improved in time but not in
placing over last year. Last year's team of
Myers, Petusky, graduate Carrie Ryan, and
Vavrek placed 15 with a time of 1:53.40 as
opposed to this year's finish with Gilgallon
at 18 and the 1:53.18 school record time.

“They were real loose,” Johnson said.
“They really showed a lot of confidence and

(From lt) Coach DanJohnson, Carol Detusky, Erin Myers, Corrie Gilgallon, and Jenny Vavrek

they knew they were going to swim well.”

“I think we did really good,” Myers said.
“We swam against people, not against
times.” Last year's relay time was good
enough to win state in 26 other states.
Johnson said that he is sure that the relay
will win at least 20 other states.

Petusky, who had been hampered by strep
throat through all of the post season, swam
the 100 back for the first time in state
competition. ‘I felt really weak,” Petusky
said about the strep at state. “I felt better
because I thought it was gone. It didn’t work
out.”

“I thought she was rebounding,” Johnson
said. “The sickness took toomuch out of her.
The illness that she had just took so much
endurance outof her.” Petusky's best timeof
the year would have been good enough for
eighthat state. “Thatillnessreallyjustkilled
her,” Johnson said. Petusky had been
ranked second or third in the back in state
all year.

At the end of the year banquet for the
swimmers, Myers was the most valuable
player, freshmen Amy Garceau was the
most improved, and Gilgallon won rookie of
the year.

The Ladycats finished the season withan
overall record of 11-2. A highlight of the
season was winning the Waubonsie Valley
Invitational and now holding ever single
record possible at that invitational. Inci-

postatthe swimmingaward night. Thefour girls earnedall-state honors. (Photoby ChrisSeper) dentally, they will not be allowed to return.

Will boys’ volleyball be spiked?

by Lonnie Hunt, Jeni Kovack, John
Prusko, and Dave Smith

“It's exciting,” with “vertical jumps and
power hits,” said Ladies’ Volleyball Coach
Gail George, when speaking about boys’
volleyball.

But willit beasport hereat WCCHS or not?
Many people are for it but the school has no
plansforit this year. Rumor hasit that boys’
volleyball was going to start this year. If you
ask Athletic Director Ron Hansen, he'll tell
youthat it is just that, a rumor. Thereare no
plans for it this year.

Boys’ interscholastic volleyball became a
state sanctioned sport last year. According
to George, “This year is boys’ volleyball’s

first big year.”

If WCCHS began a volleyball team, George
would be, “behind it 100 percent” and would
certainly be around to help. “But we have to
be practical,” George said. “A lot of schools
started volleyball and just floundered.” The
problem is that most teams are expecting to

go out and win when they haven't even

learned the rules, according to George.

George believes that WCCHS needs to
press for an intramural program, well or-
ganized, with a team tournament situation,
then slowly ease it into our sports program
as a sport.

Principal AlanJonesagreed, “Ilikeitasan
intramural sport. I like the involvement, but

then it begins to limit people.”

Athletic Director Ron Hansen said that if
he saw an interest, and students came for-
ward and the faculty indicates an interest,
then he will present it to the administration
and then turn it over to the School Board for
approval. J

George feels there is an interest, and has
had three men express an interest in
coaching a team. Football Coaches Bob
Bergin and Dave Sayner, and Soccer Coach
Steve Brugman have all shown interest,
according to George. She sees the want out
there, and said that boys’ volleyball will
develop here soon. George explained how-
ever that she does not see it happening this
year.

Senior Tony Gabriel said, “I think it's
(boys’ volleyball) great and it’s about time.
There are other schools in our conference
whoalready have a team. Judging from who
I'talk to, there seems there will be a large
turnout (for a team here).”

Senior Paul Bullard agreed. “I thinkit'san
awesome idea. I want todo it. I want to play.
I'm ready.”

Junior Girls’ Volleyball player Cyndi
Carrol said, “I think it will be great because
all the guys wanted to go out and now they
could finally haveachance.” Senior Margret
Shim offered the opinion that it's a good
idea, but it will probably take away from
other sports.

Home Sports Schedule
Boys’ Basketball
Dec.16 Driscoll 7:30pm
Jan.12 Wheaton North 7:30pm
Ladies’ Basketball
Dec.16 Wheaton North 1:30pm
Dec.21 Glenbard South 6pm
Dec.27,28,29 Lady Wildcat Holiday Classic 6pm
Jan.4 Streamwood 6pm
Jan.11 Glenbard East 6pm
Jan.13 Naperville North 1:30pm
Boys’ Swimming
Jan.2 : Benet, East Aurora 5pm
Jan.9 Morris, York 5pm
Jan.16 Elgin . 5pm
Wrestling
Dec.23 Glenbard North 10am
Dec.30 Waubonsie Valley 10am
Jan.5 Wheaton Central (Sr. Parents Nite) 6:30pm

George agreed that this could cause a
problem, but only with smaller schools.
“Volleyball would probably bring out a lot of
people whoare not already active in a spring
sport,” she said.

George would like to see a program started
that would involve freshmen and sopho-
mores. This way, by the time they are up-

perclassmen they would have an under- '

standing of the correct way to play volley-
ball.

George further stated that the chance of
boys' and girls’ teams interacting would be
great. She emphasized, “The boys could
scrimmage against the girls during the off-
season and vice-versa.”

In order to form a team, a budget would
need to be approved by the School Board to
cover expenses for uniforms, transporta-
tion, referees, and other items involved
when any teams are begun, explained
Hansen.

Schools that have already started boys’
volleyball teams are Downers Grove South,
New Trier, Rolling Meadows,, and Wheaton
Central. Glenbard South is rumored to be
forming a team, and Glenbard East failed in
an attempt to form a volleyball club.

Agroupofseniors have formed expressing
the need for the beginning of a program for
WCCHS, Bullard, Todd Evans, Kerry Lan-
caster, and Dave Smith are initiating the

. need through the use of letters, petitions,

and pressing for an intramural program.

WILDCAT SPORTS
TRIVIA

What two players (one
from the boys’ team,
one from the girls’)

hold the single season

scoring records in
basketball?

(Answer on page seven.)
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