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Will we ever get better?

by John Prusko

A winning season is what Head Coach

Bruce Donash envisions for this 1989-1990 .

football season. If this year turns out to be
a successful season it would be the first one
in a long long time.

Despite last years 1-8 season where the
only time they won was against Glenbard
South and in the 2-7 season the only wins
were against Geneva and Glenbard South,

Donash and the rest of the team feel opti- “

mistic about the season that lies ahead.
Donash feels that a win against Geneva will

ultimately set the tone for the rest of the
season. Senior Chris Nippert feels that in
order for Wego to do well this year the team
really needs faculty and team support and
interest.

In the past there have been several pro-

blems that may have attributed to the

performance record of previous teams.
Nippert feels that part of the reason is that
there has never been any unity and that the
seniors and juniors basically did their own
thing. Graduated senior Brian Radkiewicz,
who now plays football at Western Uni-
versity said, “There isn’t enough dedication
in the school’s spirit. A lot of people could go
to the games but didn’t. Everybody put the
team down because of the history of the
team and nobody put any dedication in it.”

. Graduated senior Mike Moffatt views the

problem is in size. “We do have the number
of kids like Wheaton North and Wheaton
Central so we can pretty much pick and
choose. Our problem is that we just get
enough people for just one team and maybe
a special team.” Moffatt feels that Wego has
at least freshness, size and weight.
Speaking from personal experience, after
appointing a new head coach for the football

Just a gap away

by Chris Seper

Last season, freshmen Erin Myers and
Jennifer Vavrek, sophomore Carol Pet-
usky, and senior Carrie Ryan made it to
state championships. But this year, Ryan
is gone and a question is posed to Head
Coach Dan Johnson, Who will be the per-
son to fill the gap left by Ryan on the
swimmers four lady relay team?

Johnson is not at a loss for fine
swimmers, This year's swimmers contain
freshman Corrie Gilgallon, sophomores
Alicea Garceau and Malia Leck, junior
Jeannie Janaes, and senior Kelly Howard.
Who gets the call as Ryan's replacement?
The freshmen Gilgallon.

“Carrie Ryan was a scholarship
swimmer,” Johnson said. “It will be hard to
replace her. Corrie’'s (Gilgallon) times are
right now as a freshman are about the

same as Carrie’s (Ryan) her senior year.
She's (Gilgallon) an excellent swimmer.”

Gilgallon is not a familiar name but will
be undertaking a similar task. Like her
relay teammates (Myers, Petusky, Vavrek)
Gilgallon will be promoted to varsity her
freshman year. Gilgallon had been
swimming in the Sharks program at the
high school until two years ago. She then
went on to a different program where she
continued to excel and be an outstanding
swimmer at the junior level. Now she must
prove herself all over again at the high
school level.

But even if Gilgallon is not as successful
as Johnson hopes, he still has many
swimmers to, back her up. “We're a much
deeper team than last year,” Johnson said.
“Natalie Baker has just joined the team and
is a strong swimmer, and Sarah Bant has
had a great summer.” Johnson also men-

Taking a run at state

by Kate Jemsek

Last year the Cross Country team had
the best season in the history of WCCHS
by winning five invitationals, having a
10-1 record in dual meets and also placing
second at regional competition and quali-
fying for sectionals

This year they hope to do even better
with putting less stress on dual meets and
will try to retain their invitational places.
They also hope to place in the top four at
the DVC races and qualify for state.

Returning varsity letter winners are se-
nior John Jakubowski, All-State junior
runner Rick Montalvo, and seniors James
Stuart and James Zimmer. Joining them
on the varsity team this year are sopho-
more Mike Callarman, and juniors Jason
Fagan and Dave Zeisler. For the first time
in two years, there will also be a girls cross
country team that consists of varsity track
MVP junior Nicole Horyn, freshmen Amy
Kositas, Kelly Mcgloon, senior Stephanie
Payton, and freshman Ann Zimmer. But
head coach Bob Thompson warns against
instant success. “I feel very positive,”

Thompson said. “However we are ina

building process.”

A wide awake Nicole
Horyn stretches out in
preparation for last
year's track season.
This year, she willbe the
cormnerstone of the girls’
cross country team.

Some team members have been prac-
ticing and racing throughout the summer.
The boys have participated in the park
district running program while the girls
ran with the Sundowners program. While
in the programs, practice runs went up to
six miles a day. The runners also com-
peted in public races. Some of the high-
lights were Montalvo placing sixth at Rail-
road Days 10K run and third in the St.
Charles Triple 8K. While in the 5K run at
railroad days Nicole Horyn placed fourth
and James Zimmer placed first. Head
Coach Bob Thompson said that this year's
team and last year's are equally as good.

Thompson is confident Montalvo will not
go to state alone, but will be joined by his
teammates, accomplishing the team goal
to go to state. Montalvo said that he plans
tobe in the top 20.

Right now, the cross country team is
undefeated, placing first and in the two

invitationals with an overall record of -

36-0.

The next home race will be against Glen-
bard East September 19 at 4:30 p.m. at
Reed Keppler Park.

team a few years back, Coach Shepard from
Waubonsie Valley and former Wego head
coach believes that the problem lies in the
newly introduced coaching system. She-
pard said that it takes a good year to
introduce a new system to the players, and
that it willjust take some time. Shepard also
views the problem is in the conference that
Wego isin. “Ijust don’t think that Wego can
compete with the Napervilles,” Shepard
said. “So for enrollment purposes I think
Wego is in the wrong conference.” Naper-
ville Central has an enrollment of 2400,
Naperville North has 1615, Wheaton North
has 1550, Wego has the lowest with 1300.
Toremedythis Shepard suggeststhat either
Wego leaves the DVC and the Napervilles
stay or vice versa.

Donash agrees that part of the problem is

the newly introduced coaching system, but
feels that the team will adapt well this year.

tioned that Debbie Dvorak, Amy Garceau,
and Regina Viscgliosi were doing well and |
that there might be some surprises. “We
practice nine times a week,” Johnson went |
on. “I hope we have some surprises.” !

Myers, Petusky, and Vavrek have not }
exactly watched this go by. All three com-
peted in the sharks summer program as
well as competing in the highly touted
Prairie State Games. Myers took a gold
medal in the 100 meter breast stroke and
the 200 meter breast, third in the 100
meter free, and was named the Pioneer
Regions MVP. Petusky took second place
in the 200 back and third in the 100 back
and 100 fly. Petusky and Myers were also
on a second place 400 free relay team.'
Vavrek took second in the 200 free and -
1500 free and third in the 400 free. Vavrek
was also on a 800 free relay team that took '
third. '

The summer sharks team as a whole
took 13th in state while Myers and Pet-
usky had been voted onto TEAM ILLINOIS,
the state all-star team. While in competi-
tion, Petusky captured a gold and silver
medal in the 200 and 100 meter back-
strokes.

Even though the diving team only has
two divers, juniors Teresa Johnson and
Julie Loek, they have hired a new diving
coach Linda Alexander. Alexander holds
the diving records at Augustana Universi-

ty and Coach Johnson said that evident
progress is being made each day. Diver

“There are an awful lot of people in the
community and in the school that feel Wego
cannot compete in the DVC,” Donash said.
Another reason was that he said that the
team lacks consistency. “An example of this
is when we played Naperville North.” Do-
nash pointed out, “We were tied 7-7 with
two minutes left in the half. At half time the
score was 14-7. We played a solid first half
but ran out of gas in the second half. Part of
thereason is mental. Thereisalackofdepth
and many (players) got tired in the second
half because some players had to play on
both offense and defense. This year we are
going to emphasize conditioning.”

Some individuals that might help the
team to a successful season this year are
Steve Klingberg at quarterback, Ed Gon-
zalez at halfback, senior Matt Snell at
fullback, senior transfer Steve Heeter as
offensive lineman, and seniors Chad Busse
and John Winterhalder.

rom greatness

Carol Pe’rus pdotes fhe
backstroke to get ready for a tough
season.

Johnson seems to be comfortable with the
switch as well, “Our coach (Alexander) has
been diving for a long time and she knows
what she’s talking about.”

Something that Johnson said would also
be a test would be the new upgraded
schedule containing powerhouse schools
such as Downers Grove and Aurora Rose--
mary. Johnson claims that even if ‘they -
don't win all their meets, it will make
swimmers like Petusky, Gilgallon, Myers, '
and Vavrek have a bigger challenge. John-
son said that was the most important .

thing.

All these things wrapped together could
mean a trip down state, and they could
not. So far the ladies’ swim team have won
their first two meets with the relay team
taking first. Their next challenge is in the
Wego Invitational here starting at 9 a.m.

HOME SPORTS SCHEDULE
Football
Sept. 22 Glenbard South HOMECOMING 7:30 p.m.
Ladies Volleyball
Sept. 19 Glenbard South 5:30 p.m.
Sept. 26 Glenbard North 5:30 p.m.
Oct. 3 Naperville Central 5:30 p.m.
Boys Soccer
Sept. 19 Wheaton North 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 23 Glenbard North 2 p.m.
Cross Country (Mixed) :
Sept. 19 Glenbard East 4:30 p.m.
Ladies S
Sept. 16  Bolingbrook, Lisle Driscoll quad 9a.m.
Sept.21  Wheaton North 4 p.m.
Sept.26  Naperville Central 4 p.m.
Oct. 3 Glenbard East 4p.m.
Golf (Mixed)
Sept.18 Geneva 3:30 p.m.
Sept.19  Naperville Central 3:30 p.m.
Sept.26  Glenbard East 3:30 p.m.
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