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Sports

The Bridge/ May 5, 1989

by Chris Seper

5-22-1. For anybody on a team, that’s a
record that dogs you until next season. Well,
for varsity boys baseball, next season isnow
and it's time to play ball.

The season was looking up immediately
with the returnof Mark Hall, Tom Perry, and
Bill Vogel to the Wildcat lineup. Plus, the
varsity squad got an added boost with the
addition of last year's sophomore squad.
The sophomores held a record of 17-8 last
season, the best of any class. With the so-
phomores came much needed help in the
pitchingarea with playerslike Jaret Adrian,
Jesus Blanco, and Scott Pold. “I think our
pitching is much improved and much
stronger than last year,” coach Ron Hansen

Starting out
at the top

Starting out at the top, senior Jane
Ebenroth has played four varsity years of
WCCHS softball. “I like the coach, the com-
petition, and bettering myself,” said Eben-
roth.

She recieved Second Team All-
Conference for playing infield last year and
also attended summer camps for the park
district. Throughout her years at We-go she
has been in basketball for one year, three
years of volleyball and four years of softball.
She also particapated in pom-pons her
sophomore year.

When asked what she likes most about
softball she replied, “Coach (Lee) Macie-
jewski. He's an excellent coach and knows
what he’'s doing. He likes to have one
freshman on his team every year, and when
Iwas afreshman he liked my fundamentals,
so I was picked to be on the varsity team. I
liked it because it gave me confidence and
made mea better player, allowingmetohave
more challenging, fast-paced practices.”

This year Ebenroth has played second
base player and pitcher. The team would
like to beat Naperville Central because they
are highly ranked and a challenge. They
are also expected to take conference.
“We-go has a lot of potential and if we play
tough we have the ability to make it to
conference, we are also a very young
team,” stated Ebenroth.

said.

The starting five pitchers for the Wildcats
this season will be Blanco, Steve Deason,
TonyJohnson, Perry, and Pold. Hansen also
said that Adrian, Chris Nippert, and Vogel
will help along in relief.

“I just want them to do the best they can
every day. We're much stronger thean last
year,” Hansen stated. “I think that the team
has pulled through a couple times,” Adrian
also said. Adrian will be splitting pitching
with playing left field.

The starting lineup for the varsity has
both experience and youth. Including the
pitchers, the lineup is as follows: Hall will be
playing first base, Tom Joyce and Johnson
will play second base and shortstop, Chad
Landis will play third base, and Vogel

rounds out the infield by playing third.
Outfield will be played by Adrianin left field,
Steve Klingberg in center field, and Perry
will play right field. But, Hansen forewarns
about this being etched in stone. “There are
a lot of guys pushing who are going to get a
chance to play,” he said. Some of these
players are Jim Hudman, Nippert, and Dan
Peterson.

Hitting seemed like a big concern at the
beginning with the loss of all-conference
player Rory Gallagher to graduation, but
Hansen dispells those ideas. “I wouldn’t
mind having him (Gallagher) back butI'd be
verydisappointedif we didn’t winmorethan
five games. We're a stronger hitting team.
The indication this year is that we’ll be a
stronger hitting team.”

Baseball sets their sights on DVC

Hansen also feels confident about the
depth of his team. “We're pretty deep at
every position-at least two at each. I think
we'reanallaroundbetterteam.”Withallthe
improvements that the team seems to have
this season, Hansen's goals are a little
higher than last year’s. “All I want to do is
make it into the playoffs. I want to try and
finishin thefirst division of our conference.”
Adrian alsofeels confident. “Ithink we have
a pretty good chance of being contenders in
the DVC,” he said.

The pitching has improved, the hitting
has improved and there is more depth than
last year. It's fine on paper but will it work?
So far, the Wildcats have a 6-8 (1-0) re-
cord.

Diqna Cruz, 17, gives all her effort and energy while Erin Flores, 25, keeps the opposing players away. West
Chicago came up short with only two goals against the three goals for Rockford East. (Photo courtesy of
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