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Lady Cats achieve goal 
by Randa Bascharon 

As soon as winter time temperatures rose above their 
usual thirty below zero average, West Chicago softball 
players began warming up for their season. Hard work 
and dedication paid off, earning them a 15-10 record. 

Most teams strive to do their best during their season. 
To do this they set goals so they can mark their progress. 
In the very beginning, the softball team set several goals 
for themselves, with every desire to fulfill them. Accord­
ing to Coach Maciejewski, the team's goals were to finish 
second in conference and to win fifteen 'games. These 
were the team goals, only one of which was ac­
complished, yet, many personal goals were also 
achieved. 

The Wildcats put up a tough fight for every game they 
played, however they didn't place second as they would 
have liked to. Many of the games they lost were very 
close, emphasizing their competitiveness. When some of 
the varsity players were asked why they thought they 
lost some of their games there were various replies. 
Senior. Julie Jakubowski said, "Lots of times we just 
didn't have our heads in the game." Missy Vega, soph­
omore, and Kerry Matthews, junior, both agree that 
many games could have been won if the offense was a 
little more consistent. When freshman Melody Benson 
was asked what she thought the team lacked when they 
lost tight games, she replied, "I think we could have won 
some of those games if we had a little more when it came 
to the last inning." And then she came back saying, "We 
won against Naperville Central and Wheaton Central, 
which proves how successful we can be when we do 
everything right." · 

team had "solid infielders with a lot of players that can 
really throw." He also pointed out that the team has one 
of the top ·catchers in the league, junior. Kerry Matthews. 
Not to mention, pitcher Brenda Shockey, who he said 
"cut down on her walks and has increased her velocity." 
The team was aided by outfielders. senior, Krista Neal, 
sophomore, Missy Vega, and freshman Melody Benson. 
When questioned about hitting, he said, with a confident 
tone, "We can hit against anybody," especially batters. 

Mter these great comments from the coach, refresh 
your memory with their two main goals. to be second in 

and win at least fifteen games. As mentioned 

' ... pitcher Brenda Shockey ... cut down on her 
walks and has Increased her velocity' 

before, they didn't reach the first one, but they have won 
15 games so far, which gives them"'the best record that 

We-go has had in the past five years. This is due mostly 
to the talented team they had this year. 

This year's team consisted of many seniors who have 
been working hard at softball for the past three or four 
years. The varsity team of 1988, was a team that has 
been developing for three years, leading up to this 
season's hard core team. Nevertheless, there are doubts 
that next year's core, which will be made up of mostly 
seniors won't be as comparable to that of this year. Head 
coach Maciejewski doesn't agree. He feels that "there are 
a lot of j.v. players with good athletic ability that gained 
experience and playing time, even though they weren't 
on varsity. If they want to win bad enough we'll do just 
as well next year! There are also some underclassmen 
who were strong players on varsity this year that will 
add to the tough foundation that makes West Chicago 
such a hard team to beat. 

Usually the coach is more critical than the players, 
because he has more experience with the game. He can 
see where the team needs improvement or work. In this 
case, however, the tables are turned. Contrary to some of 
the players, Coach Maciejewski highly prrused the ·efforts 
of the team. He claimed that they cut their errors in half 
and really worked on concentrating on the game. When 
he was asked about the team's defense and offense. he 
gave very straight forward answers. He noted that the 

Senior Brenda Shockey warms up for 
the regional game against Elgin Larkin. 
The Ladycats were defeated with a final 
score of 11·1. 

Just as in any game, it takes a lot of time and 
dedication, but they proved they could do a great job this 
year and it can be done again next season. Though some 
team unity and leadership will be lost without the 
seriiors, the desire to win can bring all connecting bonds 
back for a super season in the future. 

Track exper.ience enlightens 
by Paul Ba:llard 

Try imagining yourself sitting a top 
rickety. old bleachers, on a Saturday 
morning, in unbearable weather. watch· 
ing people run around a track for three 
hours. I wouldn't bet that this is most 
peoples definition of a good time. For this 
reason track is not the candidate to draw 
a crowd. This is unfortunate because if 
more people did venture out and allow 
themselves to miss their Saturday mom· 
ing cartoons they might find a track meet 
a little more exciting than they had antic· 
ipated. This is especially true this year. 
for the Boys' track team is doing excep­
tionally well and has a lot of quality 
talent. 

The varsity squad has had the experi­
ence and determination needed to com­
prise on excellent record of 9-4. One of the 
teams strongest areas is the pole vault. 
Tom McDonald, a senior this year. has 
made outstanding accomplishments in 
this event, taking numerous first places 
with vaults such as the one which gave 
him the school record at 5'7". Tom will 
compete in sectionals and has his sights 
set for the state meet. A second area of 
strength lies in the high jump. Steve 
Thomas, also a senior. has the ability to 
place high as well. As a junior. he set the 
record at a height of 6'6". He hasn't 
surpassed that mark as of yet but is 
definitely capable of doing so at sec­
tionals. Along with numerous other tal· 
ented athletes making up the varsity 
squad, they pose a serious threat to all 
competitors. 

The Frosh/Soph squad has also been 
doing very well and shown that they have 

what it takes to get things done. They 
comprised a record of 7-6 and took second 
in the conference meet. This squad 
doesn't have a specific area of focus but 
relies on overall strength and determina­
tion. Some of the promising athletes in· 
elude: 

Don Chmiel. who set the school record 
in the high hurdles with a time of 15.6 
Eddie Gonzalez, who took first place in 
the pole vault, long jump and low hurdles 
at the conference meet, Rick Montavo a 
promising distance runner who took fifth 
in the mole at the conference meet, 
James Stuart who placed fifth in the 800 
at the conference meet and was also part 
of the mile relay with Mark Benja, Mark 
Purdom and Ken Buckerolty. who placed 
second. These are but a few of the many 
athletes that composed the squad, who 
without a IJ.oubt will make a great contri­
bution to the varsity squad when the time 
comes. 

Head Coach Doug Juraska commented 
on a very positive outlook for the future 
by explaining that there is a lot of young 
talent which he expects will help the 
varsity squad considerably. A second 
factor being that a good number of soph· 
omores performed on the varsity squad all 
season so that experience will help them 
also. 

One would have to be blind not to see 
the exciting talent that composes the 
Boys' track team. 

I would hope that this excitement 
might influence a couple people to go and 
see what it's really like. Who knows. you 
might even add It to your definition of a 
good time. 
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Many disappointments 

by Alyna Gall 

The 1988 season has been a trying 
time for the girls' track team. The team 
lost many girls to soccer this year, and 
according to Coach Walters, this really 
hurt the team morale. Not only did the 
team lose many girls. but Able Perez, the 
assistant coach, also left. This, of course, 
affected the team, but Miss Scarpeli is 
now working hard as the new assistant . 
coach. 

The four seniors leaving this year are 
Robin Bolser, Lisa Chung, Cindy Crites, 
and Michelle Mailloux. Crites ran distance 
and the rest were sprinters. Bolser also 
ran hurdles this year. Walters is sorry to 
see these seniors leave and is dis­
appointed that there will be only three 

returning seniors next year. 
While there were many dis· 

appointmentS this year, there were also 
some good moments, Walters was very 
pleased with the freshmen this year. 
Nichole Hom, a freshman, broke the 
school record for the 400 meter. Katie 
Jemsek and Heather Jardis are two other 
outstanding freshmen that Walters men­
tioned. 

The highlight of the season was placing 
third in the We-go invitational. "Luther 
South came in second and we were only 
five points behind them, so we were really 
happy about that." Walters said. 

Next year Walters hopes to see more 
girls come out for track. The team will be 
hard at work and Walters is sure that 
''we'll do the best we can do." 
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High expectations 
by Jamie Christopher 

West Chicago 1988 boys' tennis season 
Is coming to an end along with the school 
year. The varsity team ended up placing 
eighth In their conference· for the season. 
James Koop, a senior, ended the season 
high in the conference with a second 
place standing. 

Wayne Kosek, the varsity tennis coach, 
doesn't feel that the team really met their 
number one goal, to place in the top half 
of their conference. He does feel. however, 
that there was a lot of individual im­
provement during the season. 

Although the players did not meet their 
goal, they also felt satisfied by their self· 
improvement.' Sophomore Gregg Lemkau 
felt he had a pretty good year on tire 
varsity team. He brought his confidence 
level up and also became a more consist-

ent player. He feels .that this was a harder 
year on tennis, and he already has more 
goals to meet next year. 

John Winterhalder, also a sophomore 
Is a newcomer to tennis. He always liked 
the sport and decided he wanted a change 
of pace from baseball. He went out for 
tennis, set some goals, and got moved up 
to varsity. He now plays second doubles. 
Winterhalder feels next year will be a 
good year for varsity because of the two 
sophomores and also freshman. Kai 
Martin, having some playing experience 
on varsity tennis. 

Sectionals were on Friday and Satur­
day, May 20 and 21. Coach Kosek had 
high expectations for Koop to go through 
sectionals and advance to state. Koop 
took third place and is disappointed th_at 
one of his opponents lost a match by 
default. 

Jock shorts 
by Kelly Lee 

The 1988 Spring All Conference 
players have been awarded. 

In Girls' Soccer, Otilia Perez was 
named first team, Araceli Castro was 
named second team, Jessica Andrews 
and Cheryl Wilcox were honorable men­
tion. 

In boys' baseball. Rory Gallagher was 
named first team, Dan Modaff and Bill 
Vogel were honorable mention. 

In girls' softball, Rebecca Rivan, Mich­
ele Burandt, and Angie Webb were named 
first team. Brenda Shockey and Jane 
Ebonroth were named second team All­
Conference. 

Cost to play sports 
by Karen GetUDger 

Athletic participation fees have been 
held back this year. Next year, however, 
athletes will not be as lucky. It will cost 
$15 to participate each year. On top of 
this, the admission prices will be in­
creased. 

Ron Hansen, director of athletics, 
physical education, and health, said, "It is 
actually an attempt to balance the school 
budget." ) · 

Revenues ffil "one big pot of money" to 
operate the school. This is where taxes, 
state aid, financial aid, and fees go. Out of 
this "pot" come payments for officials 
(whose salaries have skyrocketed), 
coaches' salaries, transportation costs, 
facility maintenance, and equipment 
purchases for extra-curricular activities. 

Lately, the expenses of the school have 
exceeded the revenues. It is impossible for 
a school to keep up with this sort of 
budgeting. Therefore, cuts have been 
made which affect all departments. One 
method of Increasing revenue is to assess 
a fee to defra..r. athletic expenses. 

The burden falls on the athlete. After · 
paying for proper accessories athletes 
have already paid a good chunk of money. 
Why pay more? Consider yourself lucky! 
West Chicago is one of the last schools in 
our conference to assess an athletic fee. 

"We'd all rather not do it," says 
Hansen. "However, we do feel it is a 
nominal amount. ' ' 

The fee is a once a year cost. Some 
schools have $25-$30 for participants. 
These schools require the money for each 
extra-curricular activity. 

Gal George, assistant athletic director, 
varsity volleyball coach, and physical· 
education teacher says, ''I'd hate for it 
(participation fee) to come between an 
athlete and his participation," George 
feels the fee at West Chicago is low 
enough to let the student participate in 
sports. 

West Chicago High School does not 
intend to make participation fees a deter­
rent to athletes. If you are having finan­
cial hardships see Hansen or Richard 
Waterhouse. 

Summer sports 
by Kelly Lee 

There are a variety of sports at West 
Chicago. Community High School and 
along with sports, come sports camps. 
Camps main purpose are to . help an in­
dividual in areas they need help in or to 
get the individual ready for the next 
season. 

This summer. at WCCiiS there are 
m~y summer sport programs. Baseball 
begins June 10 til July 29 for sophomore, 
junior, and senior levels. The cost is 50 
dollars. Football fundamentals starts 
June 20 til July 28 from 3:30 to 5 o'clock, 
Monday thru Friday. The cost is 35 dol­
lars, and only for freshmen and soph­
omores. Advanced football is from June 
20 til July 28, from 5:30 to 7:30, Monday 
thru Friday. The cost is 35 dollars for 
juniors and seniors. 

Girls' and boys' swimming starts June 
13 until July 29, Monday thru Friday. 
The time is from 6:30 to 8 a.m. and the 
cost is 15 dollars. Girls' and boys' weight 
lifting starts June 20 til July 28, from 
3:30 to 6, Monday thru Friday. The cost is 
10 dollars. 

Boys' basketball starts June 20 to July 
8, from 12:30 to 3 p.m., Monday thru 
Friday at a cost of 30 dollars. Girls' 
Basketball starts June 20 til July 22 from . · 

1 to 3 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday and is a 20 dollars cost. 

Boys' and Girls' open gym stars July 
20 til July 28 from 7:30 to 9:30p.m. there 
is no charge. Open gym Is Tuesday thru 
Thursday, any one welcome. 

Boys' and girls' Soccer starts June 13 
thru July 28 from 4 to 6 p.m .. Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday at a 20 dollars 
cost. 

Volleyball starts June 13 thru June 17, 
nine o'clock to noon, Monday thru Friday 
and there is a 20 dollar charge. 

Cross Country begins July 5-29, from 7 
to 8:30 a.m., Monday thru Friday and 
there is no charge. 

Girls' Track will haye a summer team 
in Aurora called the Sundowners, starting 
.June 2 thru August 1, held Monday thru 
Thursdays at a cost of 20 dollars. 

Porn Pons camp begins July 5 thru 
July 21 from 5:30 til 7:30, Monday thru 
Thursd~y at a cost of 25 dollars. Cheer­
leading starts June 14 thru July 17 from 
4:30 til 6:30, Monday thru Friday at a 25 
dollars cost. 

If you are Interested in any of these 
sport programs contact the coaches of the 
sports or go to the Athletic Office. 

Head over heels tor We-go 
by Brenda Shockey 

A small percentage of West Chicago 
students are aware that gymnastics is a 
winter sport that most teams in our con­
ference participate in. However, few of 
these even realize that two gymnasts 
represented WCCHS this year. 

Todd Odell, a senior, has competed in 
the all-around competition for the last 
four years of his eight year c~eer. The ali­
around includes feats on the high bar, 
parallel bars, vault, floor, rings, and 
pommel horse; he enjoys the floor routine 
most. Sophomore, Rick Hudman, com-

petes on the parallel bars. 
The boys are allowed to compete in the 

conference meet, as well as the regionals, 
sectionals, etc. Odell placed eighth out of 
13 in conference and in the top 12 in 
regionals. This entitled him to advance to 
sectionals. Hudman took 24th out of 26 at 
conference, showing determination and 
promise for next year. 

Anyone else ·interested in gymnastic 
competition,-male or female , should con­
tact Mr. Hansen, in the athletic office, for 
more information. 

Ainsworth resigns to family time 
by Christopher Nippert 

Jeff Ainsworth has recently resigned as 
head varsity football coach at WCCHS. 
Ainsworth 's reason for resigning is that it 
took too much time away from his family 
life. He said, "Football isn't everything" 
and he is quite correct. While hoping to 
stay on the coaching staff here, he re­
ceived an even better offer. 

He was asked to be a defensive line 
coach at Aurora University and he ac­
cepted the job. I asked him what he 
thought would be the biggest difference· 
between high school and college football. 
He said that it would be much like coach­
ing on the high school level, because 
Aurora University is a small college. 
However, he did say there would be a few 
differences. Most of the players will have 
played the game for at least four years, 
unlike high school where most players 
start from scratch their freshman year or 
those who come out for their first time 
senior year to be on the varsity team. 
Second, he noted that with being an 
assistant. coach, he could give all of his 
players 100% of his time, whereas at the 
high school he had to worry about train­
ers, equipment, and managers, as well as 

his team. He said, "Being a head coach 
really limited my time with the offensive 
and defensive line. I am disappointed that 
I could not g!ve them all of my time as I 
could if I was an assistant. That is why I 
am looking forward to coaching at Aur­
ora." 
' As Ainsworth moves on, Donash will be 
taking over as head coach. When I asked 
Ainsworth what he thought of the newly 
appointed coach, he said, "I am glad for 
him, I am sure he'll do a great job. He did 
a good job with the freshman last year, 
teaching them the fundamentals. His 
scoutin,l! reports were great and precise." 

Over the summer, there will be two 
football clinics; one for all incoming 
freshmen and sophomores. The other for 
anyone interested in trying out for var­
sity. The varsity clinic will run from 5:30-
7:30 Monday through Friday, starting 
June 20. Donash said the clinic will be 
split up into two parts, conditioning and 
weight training, and fundamentals with 
his new system. Things will not be tpat 
different; however, a specific goal for the 
summer is to get the terminology down. 

Donash mentioned one goal, "Reali­
stically, I want us to be a playoff team. To 
do that they must win at least six games. 
I think that goal is within our grasp. ' ' 

Now is the time to PLAN AHEAD 
for Fall1988 College Entrance ... 

l 

BANK ON A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE 
WITH A 

WEST SUBURBAN STUDENT LOAN 
With rismg college tuit1ons, many of us need 
help to finance higher education. West Subur­
ban Banking can assist a student to realize the 
dream of a college education now, without 
having to start repaying the loan until six 
months after graduation or student's last day 
of attendance. 

In order for the school to determine your eligi­
bility for Financial Aid (A Guaranteed Student 
Loan is part of Financial Aid) a Financial Aid 

Applica tion must be completed. Check with the 
Financial Aid Office at the school you are plan­
ning to attend and they will let you knowwh1ch 
form they prefer. (FAF, FFS, AFSSA) .. . 

When you are completing the Financial Aid 
form, be sure to aQswer questions relating to 
the Guaranteed Student Loan and please use 
WEST SUBURBAN BANK LENDER CODE 
#823353. 

!!!liWE!!iT !il.JBURBAN BANKINS 
The leader in Community Lending 

Member FDIC 

Bartlett Carol Stream Downers Grove Bloomingdale Danen 
830-5330 690-8700 495-3600 351-0600 852-6900 

Glendale He1ghts Lombard Oakbrook Terrace V1lla Park 
690-8600 629-4200 916-1195 832-8775 
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