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Hicks - An All-American 
by Kelly Lee 

An addition to West Chicago High 
School staff is basketball player Ron 
Hicks. Hicks played high school. college 
and pro basketball. 

Hicks attended West Aurora High 
School and played basketball four years 
on the varsity level. In high and 
college he played forward-center, and was 
also a starter. 

"In high school grades were very im­
portant. Grades came first because if you 
are ineligible you can not play in a sport," 
said Hicks. Hicks had a 2.5 and higher 
average in high school and in college. 
Also while in high school he played on a 
suburban team and ,they beat the city 
team. 

After high school Hicks received a four 
year Scholarship to Northern Illinois 
University. In order to keep a four year 
scholarship Hicks replied "you must have 
playing time and perfonn." · 

In college at NIU practices were two • 
and a half hours long and very strenuous. 
Games were held on Saturday and Sun­
days. In college basketball Hicks said 
"there's lots of illegal stuff going on such . 
as players given money, good jobs, and 
cars." \ . 

While Hicks was in high school he 
received Honors his junior and senior 
year. He was all city, all area, all state, all 
American, Honorable Mention and all 
conference. In high school he was school 
rebounder and best field goals. In college 

rebounder. In college he held the state 
record In shooting, and scoring 2,175 
points, 18.6 points a game, 11 rebounds 
in his four years at NIU. 

After he finished college with a degree 
in Physical Education he pursued bas­
ketball. He was drafted by the Golden 

• State Warriors in the eighth round. Hicks 
never went to the Golden State Camp 
instead, he went to play on a tour team in 
Europe. While on the tour team a French 
coach asked him to play for France. Hicks 
played for France for a year in a half. 
Then he went to Holland and played one 
year. After that he went back to the 
United States for awhile until he decided 
to go to Sweden to play for five years after 

ketball," said Hicks. 
Hicks now coaches Junior Amateur 

Athletics United, this team consists of the 
best High School players in the Aurora 
area and they play in tournaments. He is 
also on the Senior Amateur Athletics 
United, for men older than 18 years old. 
Hicks has built up a sports foundation 
which consists of all kinds of sports. 

For Hicks the most important thing in 
High School besides grades was keeping 
in shape. Then when in college the most 
important things were being competitive, 

In college he held the s_tate record in shooting, scoring 2,175 
points, 18.6 points a game, 11 rebounds in his four years at 
NIU. 

his five years in Sweden he came back to 
the U.S. "College basketball is totally 
different from pro-basketball · because 
there are lots of guys going for one posi­
tion. High school basketball is also totally 
different from college because in college 
you are required to come to practice and 
must perform on the court. In high school 
grades must first before bas-

and making himself better. Hicks is 6 feet 
five and a half inches tall and has played 
16 years of basketball competitively. 
Hicks Wishes he could of played bas­
ketball at a younger age than at age 13 
when he started. 

Hicks' second favorite sport is tennis 
because it takes lots of energy. 
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WORK 
YOUR WAY 
THROUGH 
COLLEGE 
BEFORE. 

YOU EVEN 
GET THERE. 

With the Gl Bill Plus the 
Army College Fund, you can 
earn up to $25,200 in college 
money. So when you get to 
school, you'll be able to spend 
your time enjoying all that col­
lege has to offer, instead of 
worrying about paying for it. 

Here's how the program 
works: as a soldier, vou contrib­
ute $100 a monrh from your 
first full 12 monrhs' paychecks 
(for a total of SUOO). The 
government and the Army 
contribute the rest (up to 
$9,600 from the government 
and up to $14.400 from the 
Army). 

If you qual ify for this pro­
gram, you could train in one of 
over 60 exciting and challeng­
ing skills. In areas like com­
rilunications, mechanical 
maintenance or electronics. In 
addition to accumulating 
knowledge in your skill, you'll 

. be earning up w $25.200 in 
college money. . 

Contact \l)Ur local Army 
Recruiter to fi.nd out more. 
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·Baseballs greats 
by Katie Jemsek 

Baseball has been played for almost a 
century. It is as American as apple pie 
and Chevrolet. Baseball is "The American 
Sport." Baseball was invented by Abner 
Doubleday (1839-1893). Each team con­
sists of nine players: pitcher, catcher, first 
base, second base, shortstop, third base, 
left fielder. center fielder • . and right 
fielder. 

Some of baseball's greats had a lifetime 
batting average of .367, the highest ever 
to this day. Cobb also held the record for 
most hits. 4,191, until Pete Rose retired 
with 4,25fiin 1986. Pete Rose also broke 
Ty Cobb's record of nine 200-hit seasons 
in 1979. 

Babe Ruth is said to have brought to 
the game a new era of excitement. In 
1914, he started as a pitcher for the Red 
Sox. Ruth became all-time leader in ca­
reer walks with 2,056 and highest slug­
ging average of .692. 

Jackie Robinson (1919-1972) was the 
first black baseball player in 1947. He 
won Rookie of the Year. batted .297, and 
led the league with 29 stolen bases. Rob­
inson stole home plate 19 times in his 
career. In 1949, he was the league MVP, 
with .311 batting average and 37 stolen: 
bases. His greatest inning ever was in 
1951, the last day of the season. In the 
twelfth inning with two outs and bases 
loaded, he made a diving catch to keep 
the score tied. In the bottom of the inning, 
he hit the game-winning homerun. 

Thanks to Abner Doubleday. we have 
had baseball for almost a centtlry. Many 
talented athletes have added new dimen­
sions to the professional game and young 
boys have spent many lazy summer days 
tossing the ball around. This sport. like 
any other, draws excited fans annually, 
yet baseball is a truly American game 
that will probably see a few more cen-

' turies and several more living legends. 

"'ii·····.··., 
Varsity baseball season starts Badminton . . . 

I 
by Lish Hubert 

'·.# •• • ..... • 

''THE BEAUTY 
OF OUR BUSINESS IS FLOWERS" 

With the '88 varsity baseball season 
finally starting the Wildcats are roaring to 
go. Their energy and excitement is visible 
and sure to win them some games. In fact 
it already has, their overall record is now 
at 2-3-1. 

115 MAIN ST. 
There are four returning letter winners; WEST CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60185 

312/293-1338 
.Ken Spielman - outfield, Forrest 
Rackmyer · pitcher and outfield, Dan 
Modaff- catcher and pitcher, and Oscar 
Marmolejo · pitcher and second base. 
With three returning pitchers. this is their 
strongest position. In the season opener 
Dan Modaff pitched a no hitter against 
Geneva which the Cats went on to win 3-
2. In a later game against St. Charles, 
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Tom Perry pitched very well for five 
innings and then Modaff carne in to finish 
the last three innings until the tie game 
was called on account of darkness. 

Head coach Ron Hansen feels the one 
weak point of the team Is they really need 
some strong hitters. In the first game of a 
double header the Cats only had two hits. 
Luckily. one of the hits was a solo horne­
run by Tom Perry. The other was a two 
run home by Mark Hall. These two hits 
and three runs carne together to beat 
Batavia 3·2. Unfortunately, in the second 
game of that double header the Bulldogs 
carne back to beat the Cats 7-1. Likewise 
the Cats lost to Qswego 6-4 and Glenbard 
East 6-5. 

The varsity Wildcats next horne game 
Is today against Wheaton North. 

by Carrie Ryan 

The 1988 Badminton season began 
March 14. Coach LaVora Singleton said 
that this year will be mostly for improving 
the team skills. There are only three 
returning seniors and a total of 27 ath­
letes. The team competes in three levels 
Varsity. Junior Varsity, and Exhibition. 

Mindy Bert, Senior competed last year 
at state second singles placing second. 
"Mindy has improved and is playing bet­
ter now than at state last year," said 
Singleton. Singleton said this year Sec­
tional competition will be much harder. 
Recently Mindy placed third out of sl4-
teen players at the Bloom Tournament. 

'Pitching name of game' 
by Kelly Lee 

The 1988 season for girls' softball 
started March 30. This years seniors con­
sist of Teresa Berry, Michele Burandt, 
Brenda Shockey. Rebecca ~van, Krista 
Neil, Julie ·Jakubowski and Bridget 
McLaughlin. "Shockey Is a real excep­
tional pitcher," said coach Lee Maci­
ejewski. Shockey has been on varsity for 
three years. ''Pitching Is the name of the 
game," adds Maciejewski. 

For the 1988 season Maciejewski said. 
''I'd like to win as many games as we can, 
play as hard as we can, and be tough to 
beat." Practices range from one in a half 
to two hours. In practice, the goal is to try 
to work on skills to prepare for game 
competition. They also work on fun-

damentals to win In situations to their 
advantage. 

Kerry Matthews feels "The team has 
lots of potential and we have to build up 
our confidence." Missy Vega said. "She 
wants to reach Maciejewski's goals and go 
to regionals." 

Maciejewski began the girls' softball 
program four years ago and when he 
started at We-go only 23 girls went out for 
all levels. "This year 58 girls are out for 
softball and are interested in playing," 
said Maciejewski. 

Jane Ebenroth said, "We have lots of 
potential and have to better our record 
from last year. This year on varsity there 
are two freshman and they all work as a 
team," said Ebenroth. The teams number 
one goal Is to win as many games as they 
can. 
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