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Baseballs greats

by Katie Jemsek

Baseball has been played for almost a
century. It is as American as apple pie
and Chevrolet. Baseball is ““The American
Sport.” Baseball was invented by Abner
Doubleday (1839-1893). Each team con-
sists of nine players: pitcher, catcher, first
base, second base, shortstop, third base,
left fielder, center fielder,. and right
fielder.

Some of baseball’s greats had a lifetime
batting average of .367, the highest ever
to this day. Cobb also held the record for
most hits, 4,191, until Pete Rose retired
with 4,256 in 1986. Pete Rose also broke
Ty Cobb's record of nine 200-hit seasons
in 1979.

Babe Ruth is said to have brought to
the game a new era of excitement. In
1914, he started as a pitcher for the Red
Sox. Ruth became all-time leader in ca-
reer walks with 2,056 and highest slug-
ging average of .692.
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Jackie Robinson (1919-1972) was the
first black baseball player in 1947. He
won Rookie of the Year, batted .297, and
led the league with 29 stolen bases. Rob-
inson stole home plate 19 times in his
career. In 1949, he was the league MVP,
with .311 batting average and 37 stolen
bases. His greatest inning ever was in
1951, the last day of the season. In the
twelfth inning with two outs and bases
loaded, he made a diving catch to keep
the score tied. In the bottom of the inning,
he hit the game-winning homerun.

Thanks to Abner Doubleday, we have
had baseball for almost a century. Many
talented athletes have added new dimen-
sions to the professional game and young
boys have spent many lazy summer days
tossing the ball around. This sport, like
any other, draws excited fans annually,
yet baseball is a truly American game

_ that will probably see a few more cen-

turies and several more living legends.
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Varsity baseball season starts

by Lish Hubert

With the '88 varsity baseball season
finally starting the Wildcats are roaring to
go. Their energy and excitement is visible
and sure to win them some games. In fact
it already has, their overall record is now
at 2-3-1.

There are four returning letter winners;
outfield, Forrest
Rackmyer - pitcher and outfield, Dan
Modaff - catcher and pitcher, and Oscar
Marmolejo - pitcher and second base.
With three returning pitchers, this is their
strongest position. In the season opener
Dan Modaff pitched a no hitter against
Geneva which the Cats went on to win 3-
2. In a later game against St. Charles,
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Tom Perry pitched very well-for five
innings and then Modaff came in to finish
the last three innings until the tie game
was called on account of darkness.

Head coach Ron Hansen feels the one
weak point of the team is they really need
some strong hitters. In the first game of a
double header the Cats only had two hits.
Luckily, one of the hits was a solo home-
run by Tom Perry. The other was a two
run home by Mark Hall. These two hits
and three runs came together to beat
Batavia 3-2. Unfortunately, in the second
game of that double header the Bulldogs
came back to beat the Cats 7-1. Likewise
the Cats lost to Oswego 6-4 and Glenbard
East 6-5.

The varsity Wildcats next home game
is today against Wheaton North.
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Boys swimming awards include Most

Improved, Most Valuable and Rookie of

_the year. Jon Zeitlow was Most Valuable
and freshman Brian Kozlousky was the

. Most Improved swimmer. Zeitlow and

Shawn Noonan qualified for state in
swimming and diving and T.d. Weigands

. received Rootﬁe of the Year,

. In wrestling the trophies are given out
for Most Valuable and Most Improved.

' Both awards went to seniors that almost

made it to State. Dave Andrews was the
Most Valuable Wrestler and Oscar Mar-
‘molejo won Most Improved Wrestler this

_ year. Loule Gonzalez made thc All-

Conference team.

Badminton

by Carrie Ryan

The 1988 Badminton season began
March 14. Coach LaVora Singleton said
that this year will be mostly for improving
the team skills. There are only three
returning seniors and a total of 27 ath-
letes. The team competes in three levels
Varsity, Junior Varsity, and Exhibition.

Mindy Bert, Senior competed last year
at state second singles placing second.
“Mindy has improved and is playing bet-
ter now than at state last year,” said
Singleton. Singleton said this year Sec-
tional competition will be much harder.
Recently Mindy placed third out of six-
teen players at the Bloom Tournament.

‘Pitching name of game’

by Kelly Lee

The 1988 season for girls’ softball
started March 30. This years seniors con-
sist of Teresa Berry, Michele Burandt,
Brenda Shockey, Rebecca Rivan, Krista
Neil, Julie -Jakubowski and Bridget
McLaughlin. *‘Shockey is a real excep-
tional pitcher,” said coach Lee Maci-
ejewski. Shockey has been on varsity for
three years. ‘‘Pitching is the name of the
game,”” adds Maciejewski.

For the 1988 season Maciejewski said.
“I'd like to win as many games as we can,
play as hard as we can, and be tough to
beat.” Practices range from one in a half
to two hours. In practice, the goal is to try
to work on skills to prepare for game
competition. They also work on fun-

damentals to win in situations to their
advantage.

Kerry Matthews feels “‘The team has
lots of potential and we have to build up
our confidence.” Missy Vega said, ‘“‘She
wants to reach Maciejewski's goals and go
to regionals."”

Maciejewski began the girls' softball
program four years ago and when he
started at We-go only 23 girls went out for
all levels. “This year 58 girls are out for
softball and are interested in playing,”
said Maciejewski.

Jane Ebenroth said, “We have lots of
potential and have to better our record
from last year. This year on varsity there
are two freshman and they all work as a
team,"” said Ebenroth. The teams number
one goal is to win as many games as they

can.
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