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Blood, sweat, and tears by West Chicago 
by Randa Bascharon 

The hours of sweat, the aching 
muscles, the times of agony endured only 
through dedication. All this hard work 
goes toward one goal - defeating the op­
ponent. Exactly who are the opponents of 
West Chicago High School? As we all 
know, they are the schools of our very 
own DuPage Valley Conference (DVC). 

In the beginning. WCCHS belonged to 
the Little Seven Conference which con­
sisted of Oswego, Geneva, Batavia, 
Waubonsie, West Chicago and two others. 
We-go was the largest school of the old 
conference, which is very different from 
our relative size today in the DVC. For 
many years We-go competed strongly in 

the Little Seven, but after a while trans­
portation became a problem. Many of the 
Little Seven were more than just 
a "little" drive away. The search for a 
conference that was nearby began and 
We-gos was accepted into the D.V.C. 
which was closer to home. Yet we have 
not forgotten our past adversaries. We-go 
still schedules many non-conference 
games with teams of our old Little Seven 
Conference. 

The decision to join the D.V.C. brought 
West Chicago into one of the most com­
petitive conferences in the state. However, 
We-go continues to put up a good fight in 
the competition. There are approximately 
seventeen sports in which WCCHS ath­
letes compete. Just like many other 
schools, We-go is stronger in some sports 

One of those teams? 
by Carrie Ryan 

Glen bard South is just one of the teams 
in the Dupage Valley Conference. It is one 
of the schools with a population almost 
equal to ours. 

Marv Carlson, athletic director, said 
that among the fall sports Golf. Girls' 
Tennis, Girls' and Boys' Cross Country, 
are very competitive in the D.V.C. 

The Girls' and Boys' Basketball teams 
both won their Christmas Holiday Tour­
naments. 

Kim Simpson and Kelly O'Bri.an both 
went down state for track. Simpson was 
the state champ of shotput and O'Brian 
won the High Jump. 

The Baseball team won the D.V.C. 
Championship. 

Carlson said if anything he would like 
to be changed in the future it would be 
more wins and 400 more students. 

(photo by Ismael Rios) 
Tyrone Parks his crowd 
pleasing slam dunk against 
Glen bard W. as teammate and 
opponents look on. The slam 
wasn't enough to carry them out 
of a 50-53 defeat. 
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than others. Unfortunately. many times 
the sports attracting larger crowds are not 
necessarily our most competitive. Each 
sport is important to those who partici· 
pate in it and they will put forth great 
amounts of effort regardless of the sup· 
porting fans. There are many sports at 
We-go that do very well and do not get the 
recognition they des erve. The case here 
is not which sport attracts the largest 
crowd, but which team has the most 
determination. That is the true definition 
of competition. 
-More than once West Chicago has 

proven itself in many sports by advancing 
to sectlonals and sometimes to state. Yet 
even when the team is defeated, in­
dividuals carry on the . school's name 
through "All-Conference" titles or by ad-

vancing to state. Our strong competitive 
attitude is not limited to conference 
boundaries: but it continues into schools 
beyond our conference that are rated high 
in state which we tend to play very well. 

At this moment there are no plans to 
leave the DVC because of the fact that it is 
very successful as is. Many of the wildcat 
coaches as well as the 'athletic director, 
Mr. Hansen, are very pleased with the 
DuPage Valley Conference, and do not 
want to return to the Little Seven. No 
matter what conference we are in those 
schools are our rivals. The essence of 
having competitors makes the Wildcats 
strive for victory. When you come right 
down to it, it is our strong opponents who 
inspire West Chicago , to be tough and 
motivate us to win. 

(photo by Ismael Rios) 
John Winterhalder shoots over Glen bard N. opponent as his teammate 
Leroy Olsen awaits rebound. 

Rising to the top· 
by Dollie Blacklldge 

A school that is doing very well in the 
DuPage Valley Conference is Wheaton 
Central. As of now they are one of the top 
four schools. They have been second in 
our conference twice out of the last five 
years. 

The athletic director. Ross Truemper, 
feels that all of the sports are doing well. 
There are a few sports straggling but they 
are progressing, improving and growing. 
Although all of their sports are doing well . 
the ones that have been the most suc­
cessful this year are boys soccer, girls' 
basketball, boys' basketball, track, soft­
ball, baseball, football, girls' gymnastics. 
girls' tennis, and boys' golf. Truemper 
credits the success of these sports to good 
coaches that work hard and to the stu­
dents who put the time and effort into the 
sport they are in. There isn't a. big sep­
aration between the athletes and the 
other students in school so that helps the 
sports as far as attendance is at the 
games. 

Even though every game played is .a 
challenge there · are a few schools that 

i . 
to Bill Nietcb, Athletic Di­

rector of Wheaton North says ··we try to 
be very CompetiUve,i>ut Y:¢t we to play 
fairly 1 It depends al.so In the time of the 
year and what sports <tre in to 
compete l!nd do our best.'' 

"Our strength .Js our toot ball 
tteams" North won 
three StaLe Qbarr\pjbnsh.ips. Their other 
strengths ·art; lrack 'girls' track .. 

?gtrls' 'basketbaiL bo¥f and vol· 
leybaU. Some sporw . who Nietch says 

. U(!ed hnpr<rvement are golf. badminton 
,.and girls' wl'itch is makine a 
. dr.fl.stic · and 

hold the greatest challenges to Wheaton 
Central. These schools are Naperville 
North, Naperville Central and Wheaton 
North. The ' Naperville schools are a chal­
lenge due to the higher number of stu­
dents enrolled in the school and their 
sports programs. They have more levels 
in each sport due to the increase of 
students. Wheaton North is Wheaton 
Centrals rival and they are a challenge 
due to the closeness of the school's sports 
abilities. 

If something could be changed in the 
sports program Truemper would like to 
have more levels in the girls sports, such 
as volleyball and basketball. With girls 
soccer coming out in the spring he hopes 
that it will soon be a four level sport. He 
would also like to see more students 
involved with sports and 
games. He would like to add more variety 
of sports. He would like to start a boys 
,gymnastics team. 

According to Truemper Wheaton Cen­
tral is near the top of the division in most 
of their sports, and the other teams are . 
gradually improving. 

more additions added, as a fielc:t 
house, a swimmtngpool box. · 

"' 'there ts a goOd tor 
:Wheaton North. Nlctch says "Tht're are 

our:schoo!$UCh as: 
JeffKinney·Boys Basketba!J · 
Oaurenne Yo!lng-Qirls 6asketba11 
:Phll Wolf· Wrestling : ;' 
Jo<p ldousted·Cross Count$ 
Penny Sherriden-Girls 
J¢1T .. · 

Williams·Te.nnjs .. 
J enny 
!<tHY yhristophc.rspn·Softqa]J 

, · 
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lady Cats in fifth 
by Alyssa Gall 

The Lady Cats are in fifth place in 
conference with four wins and seven 
losses. Their overall record is ten wins 
and seven losses. 

Coach Wallner believes that the team 
has been improving and playing their 
best. "We're starting to play more con-

andt are the three starting seniors. Berry 
is the lead scorer, and Rivan has an 
average of eleven points a game. Mary 
Weibler has also done a nice job keeping 
stability on the floor and adding lead­
ership, according to Wallner. 

This year Wallner is hoping to improve 
the defense. "The defense is not as strong 
(as the offense) and there are too many 

''We're starting to play more consistently and we have a 
stronger senior class this year."· Wallner 

sistently and we have a strong senior 
class this year," Wallner said." 

Wallner feels that the team attitude is 
very good, and the seniors bring a posi­
tive attitude to games and practice every 
day. 

There is not one outstanding player on 
the· team this year, but several. Rebecca 

. Rivan. Theresa Berry, and Michele Bur· 

Track season 
byTeri Blum 

The girls' track season has 
started. This years returning 
seniors are Robin Bolser, Lisa 
Chung, Cindy Crites, Katie Kal­
laway and Michelle Mailloux. 
Other returning letter persons are 
Taretta Arnold, Sheree Brugman, 
Diane Madden, Jenny Powers, 
Cheryl Wilcox, and Holly Wood­
ward. 

turnovers," Wallner stated. Another im­
provement that Wallner would like to see 
is three point shooters. The Lady Cats are 
not relying on the three point rule this 
year because they do not have any girls 
who can hit it consistently. 

In the future Wallner is looking for girls 
to work 'during the off season, to improve 
individually, as well as improving as a 
team. 

Jock shorts: What happened 
by Christopher Nippert 

As the winter sports seasons are be­
ginning to come to a close, individual as 
well as team honors are earned at 
WCCHS. 

In swimming, records are falling right 
and left. Shawn Noonan has become the 
first diver at the high school to score over 
200 points (233.80 to be exact~ and Jon 
Zeitlow has already broken ·state qual­
ifying times in his events. 

The varsity wrestling team has quite a 
unique line-up. Dan Peterson (98 pounds), 
John Jakubowski (105 & 112), Alex Yepiz 
(112 pounds) , Maurillo Castro (119 
pounds), and Joe Oliver (275 pounds) are 
all sophomor<;s who have held their own 
weight on the varsity. Many have placed 
in the top four at various tournaments. To 
go along with the youth, we have Dave 
Andrews, Louis Gonzalez, and Hector 
Gomez who will graduate this year. 
Hector Gomez is a serious contender for 

the state championship at 105 pounds. 

Both the boys and girls basketball 
teams played tough in their last couple 
games to prove t11at we belong in the 
competition for the DVC crown. The girls 
lost two games to Glenbard East and 
Wheaton Central (both currently tied for 
second) by a total of three points. The 
boys lost a heartbreaker two weeks ago to 
Naperville Central 55-50. The difference 
in the games was a three-point shot in the 
last thirty seconds. Naperville Central is 
leading the DVC at the present time, but 
on down the stretch look for the Wildcats 
to be in the thick of the fight for the DVC 
championship. The Individual Standout 
on the girls team is leading scorer Teresa 
Berry. For the boys, Tyrone Parks looks 
like a unanimous All-Conference pick and 
pr~bably an All-Area contender as well. 

Parks, along with John Belli, Jeff Show­
alter, and John Winterhalder who are all 
underclassmen, and Rory Gallagher a 
senior, lead the team. 

DID YOU KNOW: 

1. Only 1 out of 12,000 high school ath· 
letes goes on to a professional career? 

2. Only 2% of all high school athletes 
receive an athletic college scholarship? 

3. Less than 6% of all high school ath­
letes go on to compete at the collegiate 
level? 

4. Less than 25% of our professional 
athletes have completed college? 

5. A professional athlete's career aver· 
ages only 4 years? 

THINK! 
HOW IMPORT ANT IS A GOOD 

EDUCATION? 

Facts on three-pointer • 

by Katie J emsek • 

There's something strange going on 
tonight ... There's something here that's 
not quite right ... there's something hap­
pening that wasn't there before ... keep 
your eyes glued to the floor. -R.E.M. 

This year there's a new (ule that has 
been added to high school basketball. the 
three-point shot. A Jim Caldwell said, 
"The three-pointer is along range · 
dunk ... lt Is to basketball what the grand 
slam is to baseball. " 

This new 19 foot shot is now as excit­
ing as a dunk. Missy Vega says, The 
three-point shot is really great to help a 
comeback at the end of a game. The 
three-point shot also helps get your fans 
excited when you .make one to pull your 
team out ahead." 

Miss Wainer (Varsity girls basketball 
coach) replied that the three-pointer does 

not really influence their offense now 
because they would miss more than they 
would make. In the future though. she 
hopes to get some three-point shooters. 
but the new shot does influence West 
Chicago's defense because they must ex­
pand the zone out further so the opposing 
team doesn't have a chance to take the 
shot. Other coaches of girls basketball say 
it doesn't influence the game much now 
but it will in the future. 

The Varsity boys have lost and won 
some games by a three-point shot. When 
asked about the shot coach Maciejewski 

· replied. "IT STINKS!". This emotional 
respQnse is probably due to the fact that 
his team is good at inside shooting so 
e_xpanding their offense and defense to 
accommodate for good outside shooters 
was hard. Yet at the boys games as the 
scoreboard jumps three points so do the 
fans! 

Swim team on the move 
by Kelly Amour 

Although the team consists of only 
twelve members. coach Denise Sahly is 
pleased with everyone 's performances 
against the larger teams. . 

To improve the team there has to be an 
increase in members. Also, "There needs 
to be more motivation to attend workout 
sessions and lift weights. " says Sahly. 

The team so far has a 1-4 record. 
Although the team is having a difficult 
season, there have been some out­
standing individual performances. 

Record setters include senior Greg 
Flatter, 57.02 in the lOOm butterfly; jun­
ior Shawn Noonan for six dives (223-80): 
and Jon Zeitlow, 200m free and 200m IM 
(individual medley). Zeitlow's time of 
49.26 in the lOOm free qualifies him for 
state. "He can make it if he stays 
healthy," comments Sahly. 

The team's strengths include lOOm 
free, 200m free, 200m IM. lOOm butterfly, 

and lOOm breaststroke. "Even though 
these events are strong, each has only one 
strong swimmer." stated Sahly. 

Shawn Noonan is the Wildcats' stron~ 

•1 like winning, even though at 
t imes it is good to lose.' -Jon 
Zeitlow 

diver. Coach Hansen mentioned, "Around 
Christmas break I became somewhat 
disappointed in Noonan's performance. 
Now he's coming on strong again and I 
expect only good things from know on. 
His real test will be at sectlonals." 

Some comments about the best part of 
being on the swim team were: freshman 
Tom Hennessy, "You get to swim and 
workout,"; sophomore Brian Sulo, "Wild 
parties! , but I don't like early bird 
swims."; Noonan, "I like to dive and it's 
fun." ; and Zeitlow, "I like winning, even 
though at times it is good to lose." 


	08242023_112636-001
	08242023_112636-002 - Copy
	08242023_112636-002
	08242023_112636-003 - Copy
	08242023_112636-003
	08242023_112636-004 - Copy
	08242023_112636-004
	08242023_112636-005

