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Arena football action at the horizon
in the heat of thesummer

by Kathy Murnane

Looking for a new sports event to attend
this summer? Arena football. a new kind of
football played indoors, will bring fans
closer totheline of action at adifferent place
and time than the traditional NFL fall
season.

Arena football can not compete with the
NFLandisn’t even tryingto. The twogames
have some similarities although “arena
football is a unique football product,” said
Jim Foster according to the Chicago Tri:
bune. Foster is president and chairman of
the board of the corporation that owns the
league. He is credited for originating the
new game.

Larry Miller, a 1980 graduate of West
Chicago High School that will quarterback
for the league, emphasizes that one main
difference in the game is speed. The game
clock is run more continuously than in the
NFL and the game is designed to be faster
paced. Miller says that a game will last
about two hours which is one of the pro-
motional points of this game. Miller also
comments that spectators want to see blood
and guts and be on top of the action. That
is exactly what the fans can expect from
these indoor stadium games since the
stands are closer to the field.

In every dimension the playing field is
approximately half the size of a regulation
field. This includes the goal posts which are
~ half as wide and five feet higher at the
crossbar than the NFL goal posts. The field
itself is an artificial turf surface surrounded
by a four foot high foam barrier which is
right off the sidelines and close to the
stands. With the exception of indoor turf
shoes, the equipment is the same that is

Challenging new record

by Melanie Miller

“Age is only in the mind,” said Luis
Pannarale, a 1967 graduate of West Chi-
cago.

Pannarale plans to prove this by coming
back to break the school's varsity record for
the 400 meter dash, which he held from
1967 to 1986, with a time of 51.7 seconds.
Juan Gonzales broke the record with a time
of 50.9 seconds. However, when he ran the
event, it was measured as 440 yards, which
is approximately one and a half feet shorter
than 400 meters.

Pannarale was notified by mail last year

that his record was broken, andsaid that he
was a little depressed. “That was my call to
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used in pro ball: The rules are also basically
the same except for the regulations con-
cerning the rebound nets.

The rebound nets is the new feature that
makes the difference in how the game is
played. The endline rebound nets are 35
feet high and 30 feet wide and are tightly
stretched across either side of the goal posts

fame at West Chicago,” he said. He thought
it would be nice to show the kids an ‘old

man’' could come back and do something he:

did when he was young.

Pannarale has been training for the past
9 months, but he said he has always been
physically active since high school. He is a
triathelete, and on an average bikes about
200 miles, runs 30 to 40 miles, and swims
2000 to 3000 yards each week.

Pannarale plans to do this in August
while he’s on vacation visiting family. He
did not have an exact date set.

He currently lives in Fresno, California
andisthe principal of an elementary school.

LEFf: Luis Pannarale sets the varsity track record for the 440 in 1967. RIGHT: Luis
Pannarale prepares for a triathlon in 1987. :

X T

FOAM SIDELINE
RIERS

'.,—,

. _,, 9’,/30
Bt

FIELD 15
80’ WIDE

to the sidelines. These nets can be used
strategically in the game since passes can
be caught off the net. Kicked balls that
rebound off the net are free for either team
to play. Dropkick field goals can be at-
tempted from anywhere on the field and
scores four points, At kickoffs the receiving
team is given five yards to field the ball. If

the ball is not fielded, it becomes a live ball
as it touches the ground.

In comparison to the NFL, arena football
has “smaller everything” says Miller. This
includes the players too. Arena football
takes a different kind of athlete than in the
pro league. The main difference is size “you
don’t need any 300 pound linemen” says
Miller. With the exception of the quarter-
back and placekicker, the players will need
to play both offense and defense. The
players will get paid about 500 dollars each
game and it won't be for warming the
bench.

Tryouts were held May 2 at Triton college.
Those chosen from tryouts and the pro-
motional games as well as some college
recruits made up the 120 men that were
invited toa mini campto be held at Wheaton
College. The final cuts will be made after
three weeks of training. The league will
have a total roster of 64 players divided
amoung four teams. The drafting will be
according to talent not the location of the
players so Miller may be not playing for
Chicago.

The four cities participating in the six
week showcase season are Denver, Pitts-
burg, Chicago, and Washington D.C. Each
team will play six games. The season starts
Jnune 19 with Washington playing against
Pittsburg and will end with the champi-
onship game played on August 2. The three
home games for Chicago will be held at the
Rosemont Horizon on the following dates:
June 20-Denver, June 26-Pittsburg, and
July 10-Washington D.C.

Tickets should cost around six dollars.
ESPN announced a six year contract with
the league and will broadcast five live games
during prime time for the first season. The

league is expected to expand to a 16 game
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schedule for each team next year..

Giller and Bert make history

by Yvonne Schlotzer

Kim Giller (first singles) and Mindy Bert
(second singles) were the first state bad-
minton qualifers from West Chicago. Both
Giller and Bert finished in the top 40 girls in
the state.

Giller and Bert both ? by finishing third

_and fourth respectively in the Sectional at
Wheaton Central.

According to toach LaVora Singleton the
team has “vastly improved” throught the
season. “Everyone has had a strong indi-
vidual improvement and the team as a
whole has a greater desire to win,” added
Singleton.

In the DuPage Valley Conference Meet the
badminton team had four fourth place
finishers, out of seven divisions.

Kim Giller and Mindy Bert play in a
doubles match during this season.
Giller and Bert played first doubles
most of the year.

Floor Hockey gefts the axe

by Jim Recchia

Faceoff! ;
The chances of this happening again in
floor hockey in P.E. seem slim. Due to
increasing injuries, Principal, Alan Jones
felt that floor hockey had to be stopped.
Jones said that many more injuries were
experienced in floor hockey than any other
sport in P.E. Two major injuries were suf-
fered, a broken jaw and a severe eye injury.

Of the injured people, Jones said that it
was both sexes that complained of injuries,
but several males responded by blaming
girls for the reason why floor hockey was
banned. One person said “The girls play like

sissies, if they don't want to play, then why
 did they sign up?”

Jones said “P.E. electives have a degree of
care that what a person signs up for is safe,
I can turn back on problems and get blamed
for poor judgement if someone else got hurt.”

Many people had solutions to the prob-
lem, from banning girls from playing to just
leaving things the way. they are. Senior,

Kevin Crawford noted that the broken jaw
injury that occurred was not hockey related.
“The girl ran into somebody, in almost any
sport that can happen. Why do they have to
use this isolated freak accident to base their
decisions on?”

The floor hockey unit in P.E. was can-
celled with two weeks left to go in the unit.
Dr. Jones felt it necessary because of the
number of injuries reported from the nurse. -
Parents complaints were not a main reason
for cancellation, there was only one parent
thatdid complain. Dr. Jones was also
concerned with possible liability problems
as a result of the injuries.

Over the summer, Dr. Jones plans to meet
with the heads of the department, Ron
Hansen and Lorri Jordan, about the pro-
blems and the future of the sport, Dr. Jones
said “it would be easy to walk away and
cross your fingers, but if someone really got
hurt bad, I'd feel guilty. I'd have to live with
that. T
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