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Beh1g a Peon for the pros opens doors 
by Kathleen Murnane 

Concentrated dedication and extra ex­
perience can make the difference In any 
sport. Junior James Koop, varsity tennis 
player makes his game more of a way of life 
not just a sport at school. 

Koop has played tennis for six years. He 
now plays all year round and adds ''I've 
dedicated myself these past two years." 
Wayne Kosek tennis coach considers Koop 
his number one player. He Is ranked within 
the top three in conference and his current 
record is 7 :3 . His season goals are to 
maintain more·wins than losses and rank 
second in conference. Concerning his high 
school career In tennis he plans to make 
finals this year and next year shoot for state. 

Koop comments that the conference his 
team participates In is one of the most 
competitive nationally. He doesn't take any 
game lightly because a player can't be 
judged by his ranking. How they play in the 
game is all that counts. The biggest oppo­
nents to Koop in the conference are a 
Wheaton North senior transfer Neil Brown, 
who Is nationally ranked and Junior Brad 
Purper from St. Charles. Koop has already 
battled Purper and lost by two points. De-

James Koop serves during a recent 
practice session. Koop has hopes that 
his practice will pay off, and earn him 
a trip to state. 

pending on how each do up until finals he 
might escape playing Purper again however 

. . 

he will be Koop's main challenger next year. 
According to Koop, senior Scott Clausen 

his double partner and him have a good 
chance to compete at state. It is less likely 
however, for either one to qualify individ­
ually. Koop trys to get the most out of his 
teammates at practise. He says "If you're 
arrogant then they will work hard to beat 
you with 110 percent effort." 

The extra activities that accent Koop's 
game include teaching and being a ball boy 
for the pros. For the last two summers Koop 
has taught lessons through West Chicago 
Park District. Gregg VanDine. another 
coach of Koop's as well as a friend and 
co-worker, offered Koop the opportunity of 
being a ball boy for some professional tennis 
tournaments in the Chicago area. 

In order to be a ballboy you have to tryout 
and apply. The duties are to keep track of 
the balls, bounce them to the players. help 
set up and keep score in some cases. The 
position Is political. For example you have 
to look confident, carry yourself well, and 
give a good impression as well as be able to 
demonstrate the basic skills earlier men­
tioned. 

Ball boys are not paid however. there are 
a lot of benefits. Free tickets and clothes 
plus a ten percent discount on equipment or 
clothing make up for the lack of salary. 
Since they are right on the court, they also 
get the best view. Koop says that seeing the 
game done as perfect as it can be helps his 
own game. 

Koop has worked at a fund raiser exhi-
bition held at the Rosemont Horizon for the 
"say no to drugs" campaign. It was more of 
a show than a game when Walter Payton 
played Carlton Fisk. Boris Becker defeated 
Evan Lendl in the battle for the gentlemen's 
unofficial number one world ranking. Koop 
has also been at the Chicago Volvo men's 
grand priX and Virginia Slims tournament. 
He has met and has had pictures taken with · 
other big names such as Jim Conners and 
Ken Flach. Next year Koop will be the 
coordinator for the ballboys. 

Koop enjoys the challenge that tennis 
gives him and says "individual sports are 
one on one, you and the other guy. Its all up 
to you." He eventually would like to attend 
Northwestern college to study medicine and 
continue raising a racket. 

Upcoming Wildcat sporting events 
Sectionals A 4p.m. 

GIRLS' TRACK Thurs. May 21 Naperville Central 

Fri. Maya DVC at Wheaton N. TBA Fri.May22 Napervllle Central 

Fri. May 15 Sectionals TBA May26 -30 Regtonals 

Sat. May 16 Sectlonals TBA SOFTBALL 
Fri. May22 State Finals TBA Fri. Maya Wheaton North 

Sat. May23 State Finals TBA 10a.m. Mon. May 11 Wheaton Central 

BADMINTON Wed. May 13 Naperville Central 

Sat. May9 Sectionals TBA Frl.-May 15 Glenbartl North 

Fri. May 15 State Finals TBA Mon. May 18 Glenbard East 

Sat. May :16 State Finals TBA Thurs. May 21 Glenbard South 
Tues. May26 Regionals 

.lY&"ys?'" "' · Wheitontentnir A . ' ,r:go ts.rii.' - • BOYS"" TENNIS . .. . . ' . . '" 

Tues. May 12 Glen bard South A 4:30p.m. Tues. May 12 Glen bard East 

Thurs. May 14 Glenbard South H 4:15p.m. Sat. May 16 DVC at Naper. North 

Sat. May 16 Naperville North H 11 a.m. Mon.Mav 18 St. Francis 

Doubleheader 
Mon. May 18 Wheaton North A 4:30p.m. 
Tues. May 19 Wheaton North H 4:15p.m. 

Sports quotes from 
famous folks 
by Marla Jemsek 
and Melanie Miller 

1. "Without him (ex-Bear's coach 
Buddy Ryan) we don't have much. 
I feel honored to have been 
coached by him." 

2. "If I'm fired, I'm fired. Ifl have 
to I'll drive a cab." 

3. ''I'm not screaming at them. I 
encourage them by yelling." 

4. "You can't give up on West 
Chicago. But I don't want to make 
a habit of falling behind and 
making miraculous finishes." 

5. "People think I'm strange, 
maybe I think people are strange 
deftnately . Imagine someone 
wanting to pay $15,000 to have 
lunch wlth me? Do you get the 
salad bar with that." 
6. "A certain amount of fan 

booing is normal. I expect that. 
I'm no longer an Expo. I'm a Cub, 
and I play for the opposition." 

7. "He was awesome last time 
(referring to Michael Jordan's 
49-point playoff game against 
Boston.) I don't have a word for 
today" (referring to the 63-point 
record setting performance.) 
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8. "I felt like a pregnant lady. I 
couldn't throw a slider for a 
strike, and everything was 
hanging the first few innings." 
This was said after the Brewers 
tenth win this year. 

9 . . "Maybe he's God disguised as 
Michael Jordan." 
10. "He got how many? Let me 
see that stat sheet." {Said after 
Michael Jordan scored 63-potnts 
in the playoff game at Boston last 
season.) 

Larry Bird 
K.C. Jones 
Andre Dawson 
Mike Ditka 
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Kim Wallner 
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4:30p.m. Fri. May22 
4:15p.m. Sat.May23 Sectionals TBA 

Thur.May28 State Finals TBA 

Fri. May29 State Finals TBA 

4:15p.m. BOYS' TRACK 
4:30p.m. Fri. MayS DuPage County Meet A lOa.m. 

4:30p.m. at York 
4:30p.m. Tues. May 12 DVC Non-Qualifier A 6p.m. 

4:15p.m. Meet at Naper. Central 

4:30p.m. Fri.May15 DVC Championships A TBA 
at Napervllle Central 

Mon.Mayl8 Wheaton N. Soph.lnv. A 5:30p.m. 
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8a.m. 
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Sat. May23 Sectional Meet 
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Blue Moon 
Club Boehmla 
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Same last name different numbers 
by Sara Langellier 

Many of us know that sibllhgs are often 
rivals for attention In the family. Most of us 
have probably been through the experience 
of sibling rivalry In famllles before. How do 
brothers and sisters feel about sibling ri­
valry In sports? 

Sophomore Jane Eben roth said that 
having two older brothers, John and Joe, 
involved in sports, influenced her to get 
involved also. Jane said both of her brothers 
encourage her and give her support. When 
asked lfthey made her more competitive she 
said, "They definitely made me more com­
petitive. However, I think everybody in­
volved In sports wants to be better than 
others and I am the same way." 

Junior Cory Satterfield, also has an older 
brother, Blair involved in sports. Cory says 
it is easier to play in the same sport as his 
brother because it gives him the incentive 
he needs to do better. When Cory was asked 
if his older brother puts pressure on him to 
do better he said, "He encourages me to 
improve. Sometimes I like the pressure 
because it makes me work harder." 

Senior Jim Recchia considers It a dis­
advantage to play basketball which his 
older brother Bill also played. Bill was the 
all-time leading scorer at We-go and the 
DuPage Valley Conference. Jim does not 
like the pressure put on him because ofthis. 
"I feel much pressure to perform to his level, 
and ljustcan'tdo lt. Sometimes after a game 
when we shake hands an opPQSing coach 
will say 'tell your brother I said hi' .I wanted 
to make them remember the name Jim 
Recchia instead of Bill. but I don't think it 
worked." 

Junior Rebecca Rivan, has an older sis­
ter. Jenlfer who played volleyball and 
basketball just like her. When asked how 
she felt about playing the same sports as her 
sister she replied, "One of the best ex­
periences In my life was starting on the 
same basketball team as my sister." Jenlfer 
did not make her feel pressured at all. "The 
better we both were the better the team was, 
so any competitiveness between us helped 
the team." Rebecca feels that having a sister 
Involved in sports made It easier for her. 

Having a sibling In a sport seems to have 
a different effect on different people. 
Pressure Is felt, but It helps to make the 
athletes work harder. Feelings felt between 
siblings seem to be both positive and neg­
ative. 

~,, 
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ABOVE: Jennifer Rivan passes to Cheryl Bestler during a 
game last year. ABOVE RIGHT: Rebecca Rivan plays 
defense during a game this season. Both Rivan sisters 
started on the same basketball team during the 
1985-86 season. BELOW: Bill Recchia Battles for a 
rebound against Geneva during his career at We-go. 

But thats the way the game goes 
by Kathy Beedle and Shannon Casey 

Athletics today- a challenge, an honor, a 
dedication, but also a risk. Student athletes 
that participate In sports know and un­
dertstand certain Injury risks Involved 
while playing. 

What do coaches do to prevent those 
Injuries? When asked. almost every coach 
agreed some form of warm -ups or stretching 
exercises are necessary In order to prevent 
Injured and strained muscles. Depending 
upon the sport, the proper techniques, and 
skills are necessary for safety. 

Here at West Chicago, football has the 
highest recorded Injury rate. "Players are 
taught to breathe right," according to stu­
dent trainer Brian Kin-'!. 

According to USA Today Sports 62 
percent of all football Injuries occurred 
during practice. and 38 percent during 
games. In 74.9 percent Injuries. a player 
was back in action In seven or fewer days. 

The study found that 97 Injuries of 6,544 
required surgery and 67 were knee Injuries. 
These facts contradicted with those at West 
Chicago where, "Most injuries were minor, 
and to the knees and ankles of athletes," 
said King. 

How do the athletes react to these Inju­
ries? According to senior John Ebenroth. 
"The team cannot perform to Its full po­
tential. and it keeps the athlete out the 
majority ofthe season. Ifhefshedoes return 
they cannot play up to their full ability." In , 
another view of this Issue sophomore Dave · 
Slrovatka said "If an important member of 
the team gets hurt It takes the spirit out of 
the whole team." How do coaches react to 
these Injuries? Soccer coach Steve Kimery, 
commented "There's not a real big problem 

.If you know who your back-ups are." 
In the prevention of many injuries most 

athletes go to the trainer to be taped, 
wrapped, teed, or whatever. Some athletes 
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~ FLOWER SHOPPE 

Bring in ad and 
get 10% off 

See us for your 
Prom floral needs, 
call or visit the 
shoppe. 
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even purchase their own and do it them­
selves. 

The ups and downs that go along with 
athletic participation are dealt with by 
every athlete and coach. The contact sports, 
such as football. basketball, and wrestling 
are where studies show to be the highest 
risk of Injury. With proper knowledge of 
techniques, good coaching, talent, and 
prevention, many Injuries can be avoided. 

Give 
someone special 

flowers from 

'Prosek's 
Greenhouses 

Call 
231-4991 
or visit us at 

28 W 140 HiJh Lake Road . 
,Winfield 

ABOVE: Jim Recchia brings up the ball 
during a game against Naperville 
North. Jim has found it hard to fill his 
brother's shoes. 

GET READY 
FOR PROM 

Receive a 
FREE Make-Up Application 

when you have your hair styled 
with Maural 

CALL NOW 

FOR AN APPOINTMENT· 
P .S. Don't forget your nails! 
Prom special $8 - regularly $10. 

HAIR AFFAIR 
27 W 370 Geneva Road 
West Chicago, Illinois 

231·8350 

Mo~lng Soon To: 
PRAIRIE TRAIL CENTER 

COUNTY FARM AND GENEVA ROADS 
WINFIELD 
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