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Hard work by wrestlers brings them success

by Kathy Murnane

“I've been working hard,” says Hector
Gomez, the 98 pound conference champ for
wildcat wrestling team.

According to Coach Bob Hein the high-
lights of the season were winning the
Homewood-Flossmoor tournament and
also beating Wheaton North in a dual meet
for the first time in 10 years. “We finally got
them and just to beat Wheaton North in
anything is kind of significant.”

The team did better than expected at the
conference meet. In thedual meet standings
they were in fourth place, however in the
end the team was ranked third overall. In
addition to Gomez's victory, Dave Fialka
(112), Luie Gonzalez (119), Rob Marmolejo
(126), and Rich Votava (155) took second in
their weight classes. Dave Andrews (132)
placed fourth in the consolation match.

According to the West Chicago Press,
Gonzalez: nd Votava were named wrestlers
of the week at the conference meet for
second place finishes. Gomez has won every
tournament he has been in so far and was
named co-outstanding wrestler at the
Homewood-Flossmoor invitational.

At regionals the team placed fifth overall.
Gomez, Gonzalez, and Votava took first
while Andrews and Fialka placed third
which qualified them all to advance to
sectionals. At the sectional meet Votava
placed second and Gomez took first. Both
achieved their season goals by qualifying for
state.

Gomez's season goals were to be cham-
pion wrestler of conference, regionals and
sectionals (at 98) and “to make it down state
and place.” He is ranked fourth among his

competitors for the state tournament.
Senior, Votava sets his goals week by
week rather than for the whole season. “My
goal was to win regionals and 1 did that and
... to place in sectionals and go down state.”
He adds “My goals are basically to do better
than I ever have before ... considering it's
my last year ... I have nothing to lose. I'm
working harder this year than I ever have
before.” He concludes “I love wrestling so

sy of the West Chicago Press)

much ... it's just something that is in my
blood I guess.” Next year he hopes to go to
college and wrestle at the University of
Illinois.

Gomez feels that additional experience
has made the difference for him this season,
he now wrestles all year round and makes
it his main priority. “It's both determination
and me having a lot more experience beause
you really have to have both in order to be
as good as you want to be.” He adds “you
have to have confidence in yourself ... goout
there and say nobody's gonna beat me and
nobody will.” When asked how he gets

_himself psyched up he replied “Igo out there
just think about representing the schoodl,
how much I want it and how bad I worked
this summer.” In the future Gomez plans on
trying out for the 1992 Olympics. As for
next year he says “If I can come back at 98
I'll be state champ for sure ... nothing will

Rich Votava wrésﬂing to fourth Iace in h
class AA State Wrestling Tournament. (photo courte-

Hector Gomez on his way to a fifth place finish in the 98 pound
division. (photo courtesy of the West Chicago Press)

stop me.”

Despite the individual victories experi-
enced this season, Hein comments, “I'm
disappointed we didn't do better in our dual

meets ... but we were never at full strength

because of either illness, injuries, or grades

.- 80 a combination of things made it less
. successful than it could have been.”
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Spring sports
start

For girls interested in spring sports,|
softball season practices start at the be-
ginning of March. Right now before school|
in the fieldhouse you can practice unoffi-
cially. The first game is April 2. Badmin-
ton will begin at the end of February. Th
first meet is March 16.

Can athletes get by on ability Only?

by Teresa Berry

With concern for illiterate adults
growing in the United States; excellence
for today's students is emphasized, espe-
cially on athletes. Recently, the story has
become all too familiar, big name athletes

do poorly in their classes but teachers let
them slide. .

The Illinois High School Association
(IHSA) rules for eligibility are that students
must pass at least 20 credit hours of high
school work per week. Students must also
have passed 20 credit hours of high school
the the previous semester to be eligible for
the ensuing semester. West Chicago eligi-
bility rules are the same; meaning four
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pushes athletes to succeed acadenncally
as well as athletically.”

With the new laws being passed it is
already obvious that the minimum stan-
dard requirements will affect large
numbers of students. According to the Dal-
las Morning News, 20 percent of the stu-
dents who would have played basketball
for their schools, were not eligible to play
under Texas’ new law of a “C” average. The
figures for the track participants reached
nearly 30 percent. In addition, the new
standards often do not provide for learning
disabled children whose grades are poor.

The national reaction to the “no, pass,
no play” movement has been mixed. The
National Education Association said “the
competition of an academic program by
athletes and all students should be the
priority of schools and parents.” On the
other side there are 35 court cases against
Texas' new law.

As the trend for minimum standard re-
quirements, grows, the question seems to
be not whether to install a program, but
how vigorous the standards should be.

major classes must be passed.

Every week there is a grade check and if
a class is being failed then sports is out for
the next week or until the grade is picked
up. No matter what one week of ineligibili-
ty is required. Sophomore Donna Hendon
said, “As soon as your grades are back up
you should be able to play again.”

Some states have begun to pass a law
saying students must maintaina“C”
average to participate in extracurricular
activities.

Is this the right way to handle the prob-
lem of illiterate adults in America? Thom-
as Harper, the regional Superintendent for
the District of Colombia’s public schools,
doesn't think so. “Sports, and other alter-
native ways of succeeding in school.” He
continues, “It would be counterproductive
to tie eligibility to participate in these ac-
tivities strictly to academics.”

Some athletes feel that the requirement
of passing four classes is a good rule.

Senior Marla Jemsek said, “You're in
school to learn first and play sports
second.” Sophomore Kathy Beedle said, “It
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