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J The Bridge/October 10, 1986

Tom Niketopolis and Colby Walter have
Just recently shot rounds of 37 and 38
respectively in matches against Napervilie
North and Wheaton North. Tim Courtney,
head golf coach, said these are two of the
best scores in West Chicago's golfing his-
tory.

What kind of strategy do you have in order
to shoot a 37? “To relax!” said Niketopolis,
senlor. He also mentioned that “I like golfing
with someone where I can relax and not be
pressured. I prefer golfing with Walter,
senior, because he keeps my mind off of how
I am playing.”

But what about the point of view of the

héad coach?

When talking to Courtney, he said that
some of his demands are to “try their (the
players) hardest, and tolook good on the golf
course.” Niketopolis had a different view. He
said, “Don’t take the game too seriously,
play how you want to and don't get mad and
quit; make the best of itI”

Making the best of it is what Walter does.
How does he shoot his best? “It takes a lot
of practice and instead of goofing around at
practice you should work harder.” That is
exactly what Walter does, because Court-
ney has hopes for Walter and Niketopolis to
advance to state competition and possibly
share the title of all-conference! (The all-

Experience is the key

by Peter Kovac

Tennis is a sport for a lifetime. Tennis
consists of solid strokes, shots, sweat, and
experience. A high school tennis program
tries to strengthen their players in these
skillsandothers, including sportsmanship.

These skills are measured in matches.
However, with a team like West Chicago
High Schools’ these measurements may be
misleading. The tennis team is a young
team lacking experienced varsity players.
The varsity team is missing a second
doubles team. This means that in every
match they lose one before it even starts.
This puts more pressure on the players
because the girls must win three out of the
four matches for the team to win.

Kim Giller sees this as a rebuilding year
due to the loss of last year's seniors. Coach
Wayne Kosek realizes they are going to have
a difficult time winning, however, he feels
that his players have worked hard and the
varsity can be competitive.

Kosek says, “All my players are key
players.” He plans to look toward Elizabeth
Lach for team leadership because it's her

third year on the varsity. Kosek named Lach
captain because he thinks that her team-
mates look for her leadership.

Lach, a junior who is seeded first, thinks
that after spending all day in school it
makes it more difficult to concentrate in
practice or a match. Lach thinks that a
weakness she has is a lack of concentration
or mental ‘toughness. Giller thinks that
match experience improves concentration.

Kosek's goal is for his team to play well.
He believes that a cycle of participation
exists. He says that they are.at the bottom
of the cycle right now. Kosek thinks that in
a couple of years they'll be at the top of the
cycle. which will allow them to compete at
the right levels.

The team's major goals are to play well
and finish well in the DuPage Valley Con-
ference. According to Lach this will be hard
because, “We're in a good conference and
the other schools have good players.” Kosek
would also like to qualify someone for the
state tournament. Giller believes that that

. person is Lach. ;

Cross country rebuilds

“We have a fairly good team this year,"
sald Head Coach DougJuraska. “Win or lose
we still have fun.”

“Right now we are ‘rebullding’ for next
season.” Juraska replied, “next year we are
expecting at least 50 freshmen to join the
team.”

“In our ‘rebullding’ program we are trying
to influence kids in junior high schools to
become involved with cross country,”added
assistant coach Bob Thomson. -

“One of our other goals is to get some
people into the state sectionals meet,” said
Thomson. “However, our main emphasis is
the future.”

“The ‘rebuilding’ will help us for next

year,” said David Lathers, a junior on the
team. “The major weakness is that we have
a small team.”

At Memorial Park meet in Downers Grove
on September 10, Lathers placed 10th and
Dante Encinas placed 11thoutof 50
runners. Diane Madden placed 10th and
Jenny Powers placed 19th out of 53
runners.

The runners’ goal is to improve their
times. "Mine is to finish,” joked Powers,
“Finish successfully that is.”

“Some of our best runners are Michelle
Mailloux, Terry Miltner, Encinas, Dave
Lammers, Robin Bolser, Diane Madden and
Jean Volpe,” mentioned Juraska.

conference team consists of the 10 best
scores at the conference tournament. This
year it will be held at Springbrook, in
Naperville, IL).

Niketopolis says, “Everyone has a chance
(at state and all-conference competition)
but I feel that the way I am playing right
now, I have a very good chance.” (You could
play well all year and shoot high in the
tournament and not get all-conference, or

* shoot bad all year and have a good day and

make all-conference).
It takes a lot of practice to become a good
golfer. Gary Saccomanno, a senior, says he

. spends 7 to 10 hours a week depending on

the amount of matches in a week.

After talking with Marla Jemsek, senior,

" the only female varsity p!ayer. her goals

were found to be similar to those of her
teammates’. She says, “My goals for the
season are to advance to state competition
and play the best I can.”

Matches are played two to four times a
week, and are either played at St. Andrews,

(West Chicago’s course) or the opposing

" team's home course.

One final piece of advice given by Sac-
comannoreferring to pre-game preparation
before a match: “Not much at all, (prepa-
ration), just get to the team bus before it
leaves.”
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®  Chris’ Hallmark Shop
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Come visit during our special ﬁ
Open House Weekend Nov. 22 and

23, and register to win this luxuri- @
ous 6%-foot-tall tree adorned with
beautiful Hallmark Keepsake Or-

naments. It's 2 $500 retail value! A
And there are so many other col-
orful, exciting delights for Christ-
mas 1986 to lift the spirits. Don't
miss the fun!

ﬂl

[
y 6
129 W. Roosevelt Road

West Chicago, IL 60185
(312) 2311770

‘ Kids - put your order ln early. Santa will be here for ‘
@ you, Saturday, November 22, 11 am to 3 pm. ®
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