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by Laura Novak 
Imagine that you are a Bridge article that 

your writer has just written. You're new and 
curious as to what wlll happen to you. As 
you are thinking the situation over, won­
dering how you got yourself into this, an old 
article walks up to you and welcomes you to 
the world of journallsm, he too is a Bridge 
article. The old article sits down and says 
that he remembers how curious he was 
when he was new (about four Issues ago). 
You than ask him what you'll have to go 
through to be in the next Bridge issue. The 
experience that the old article tells goes 

. by Dan Gambino 
"Tee-peeing" the school, greasing the stair 

rall1ngs and letting mice go in the school, 
these are all pranks that have been played 
at We-go. 

Most students probably have played a 
joke or pulled a prank on a friend or a family 
member. The Websters Dictionary defini­
tion for pranks Is "a ludicrous or mildly 
mischievous act." 

One fourth of July, Scott Grenke was in 
Wisconsin and as part of his celebration he 
purchased a Hercules doll at a nearby Ben 
Franklin store. On the fourth of July 
Grenke attached all kinds of explosives to 
the doll. A few days later Grenke brought 
the doll back to Ben Franklin. and tried to 
return it. First Grenke brought the doll to 
the sales clerk who looked at It as if nothing 
had happened to It, the clerk summoned the 
manager oft he store. who Grenke compares 
to Inspector 12 on the Hanes underwear 
commercials. Grenke argued a while and 
finally she pointed out that the store had a 
strict return policy, Grenke complied and 
left the store. 

Other pranks include. hanging soda-pop 

something like this. 
Articles are turned in to the editor. They 

are taken up to the computer lab and typed 
into the word processor. After the spelling 
check is run on it. it is paginated (made to 
fit on more than one page) and Is printed. 
The article is proof read and a headline is 
found for it. It will then be sent to the printer 
and comes back' as a copy. The final cor­
rections are made on this copy before the 
article is trimmed up and laid out on the 
page with the rest of the articles and ad­
vertisements. The page is now a "wax copy" 
that must be rolled out to keep the articles 
in place while it Is taken back to the printer 
for the last time. The wax copy comes back 
as the Bridge. 

stained sheets out your window, and yelling 
"I'm a filthy bedwetter." Also putting Ben 

There are many people who put in a lot of 
time working on the Bridge. The head ofthe 
whole operation is Tim Courtney. Courtne)l 
says that he was hired for his background 
in journalism. Besides being the advisor of 
the Bridge he also is the journalism teacher. 
When asked what he likes about being 
advisor of the newspaper Courtney joked, 
"It· s a bad day to ask!" Then more seriously 
replied that he enjoys the students involved. 

The Editor In Chief, Brendan Lambert, 
says the Bridge has given him leadership 
skills and has helped him organize his time. 
Lambert's main job is to oversee the whole 
newspaper. 

When Brian Kristofek was asked what he 
benefits from being one of the features 

editors he thought it over and replied, "I get 
to see my name in the staff box!" 

Jenny Sheriff, the Perspective Editor, 
describes her job as making sure her page 
is the best It can be and to have it "filled up 
with quallty.· 

Kevin Smith, a Sports Editor. thinks he 
benefits learning to work better with peo­
ple. 

Steve Benson. who is the News Editor. 
said that he didn't expect his job to be as 
time consuming as It Is. 

After the old article was done telling about 
his experience with the Bridge and some of 
the people who work on it. you, the new 
article, feel better to know that you will be 
well taken care of. 

famous at this schooiis the popcorn in your 
friends locker trick. Speaking of lockers, ln 
his sophomore year Chuck Burton was 
locked in one of the green football lockers. 
I wonder if he's stillln there? 

One day this year Mike Avina, Scott 
Christensen, Mike Oliver. John Hensen and 
Myself. Dan Gambino. declared a Nick 
Mancini day. On this day we dressed up In 
McDonald's hats and buck-teeth and 
glasses. One day we wouldn't let Mancini sit 
with us, because there wasn't enough room. 
Mancini tried to squeeze In between all of 

. and doing this caused to wear is 
food, which was cftlll. • 

Gay in undergarments. And the now fa­
mous Ex·Lax chocolate chip cookies. Also 

Earlier this year Kenny Spielman's locker 
was in freshman hall. and he decided to 

'move up by his friend Da1yl McMullen and 
he did. Spielman found a vacant locker and 
put a padlock on thr. locker. McMullen 
removed the lock and left a note In the 
locker. The note said, please come down to 
my office for your lock and other discipli· 
nary action. The next hour Spielman no­
ticed the letter and told McMullen he was 
worried that he would get detentions. After 
hearing this McMullen broke out In 
laughter. 

Fronkenst.ein started it a 1n 1818 
by Sandy Greenberg 

"'turned the comer and saw the creature. 
It was eight feet tall and had numerous odd 
looking limbs projecting from its body. It 
turned and looked at me. Before I could react 
It fired. I think I saw a strangely alien look 
of satisfaction on tts face before I lost 
consciousness ... • 

That could very well be an excerpt from a 
Science Fiction book. Science fiction stories 
and books are not new. Some writers say 
that Science Fiction (Sci-Fi) began in ear­
nest with the pulp fiction magazines of the 
1920's and 1930's. Others, like Isaac As­
lmov tend to think that it all started with the 
publishing of Frankenstein in England. 
around 1818. Whenever it started, what 
exactly is Science Fiction? 

Sci·FI books basically ask the question of 
·what if ... ," but It is more than just 
imagination. Most writers put a lot of re­
search into their books. They take a look at 
the state of things around us and take us to 
oneorthe many possible futures from there. 

Janet Reihecky, the teacher of the 
Science Fiction class that is cancelled for 
next year, calls Sci-Fi writers "prophetic 
VIsionaries" because of the way they look 
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Into the future and tell us what they see. 
' There are three major types of Science 
Fiction stories. The first type is called "hard" 
Sci-Fl. These books are generally technical. 
with subjects ranging from robots and 
space flight to major medical advances and 
"tamed" planets, safe for humans. A good 
example of this type is Isaac Aslmovs' robot 
novels. This series of books deal with robots 
and the background of robotics on earth. If 
you look through any technical journals, 
you will notice that the beginnings of 
robotics is already here. In his books As­
imov created the "Three Laws of Robotics." 
These laws are: 

1. A robot may not injure a human being 
or allow a human come to hann. 

2. A robot must obey a human's order 
except when confllctlng with the first law. 

3. A robot must protect Its own existence 
except when conflicting with the first two 
laws. 

These laws are the primary programming 
of all the robots in Asimovs' world. 

The second type ofSci-Fi books are called 
Space Opera. or Adventure. An example of 
a Space Opera would be the Star Wars 
trilogy. Almost all Science Fiction movies 
are made from this type of book because 
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they IJSually make fast paced. action filled 
movies. 

The third type of Science Fiction books 
are Utopian books. A utopian universe is a 
place of social and or political perfection. 
Two good and well known examples are 
1984 by George Orwell and Brave New 
World by Aldous Huxley. Both books show 
a pessimistic view of the "perfect society." 
Reihecky feels that our society, In its pre­
sent state, is very similar to the story of 
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. "People 
show a willingness to give up books for 
television," says Reihecky. The world of 
Fahrenheit 45lis a place where books are 
illegal and "firemen" start fires by burning 
hoards of hidden books. The title of the book 
is the temperature at which book paper 
burns. 

Many things that we have today, or have 
done In our century. were predicted by 

Are you serious 
about your 
SATJACT scores? 

· Stanley H. Kaplan offers a 
summer study program for the 
SAT consisting of 11 four hour 
sessions. The ACT class is 10 
four hour long sessipns. See 
Ann Hein for further informa-
tion. 

Science Fiction writers long ago. Jules 
Vern, in his book 20,000 Leagues Under 
the Sea, predicted a ship, powered with the 
same energy as the sun, that could travel 
under water without harm to its pas­
sengers. This is, of course, the nuclear 
submarine which has been around about 
20 years. Other things like the landing on 
the moon and the stationary. geosynchro­
nous, orbits of satellite were also predicted 
by Sci-FI writers. "Science Fiction is very 
enjoyable, It gtves room for a person's 
imagination," says Relhecky. "It (Sel-F!} is 
very healthy for us and it also warns us 
about the possible dangers the future can 
bring." 

In knowing all of the things that Science 
Fiction writers have predicted and have 
come true, one has to wonder how many 
things the writers today foresee, will 
happen. 

Cable ComjCentel Scholarship 
to be awarded to a 

Community High School graduate. 
planning a career in television. 
You may get an appltcatton In the· 
guidance lfftce. 
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Keeping shape during off season a prime concern 
by Kateri Weibler · 

There is only one week untll the season 
starts. and you are dreading the idea of the 
first two weeks of strenuous conditioning. 
The mere thought of an the hard work and 
sweat makes the musc1es In your legs ache. 
You regret the fact that you have done 
nothing during the Qff-season, and as that 
first week comes closer you realize that you 
may just die of exhaustion. 

Does this sound familiar? If it does. you 
might start thinking about what you should 
be doing to prepare for your athletic season 
to make things easier for you and your body. 

Most coaches believe that any kind of 
actlvity should be performed each day. 
whether It be jogging, _weight-lifting, or 
bicycling. Gail George, volleyball coach, 
believes that, "anything is good as long as 
they're (athletes) active." 
· Athletes should also participate in other 
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sports throqghout the year. Jeff Ainsworth, 
varsity football coach. places an emphasis 
on playing other sports because not only 
will it help the athlete physically. but it 
also gives them experience with 
competition. Athletes learn to "adapt to 
different pressure situations." 

Bob Hein, wrestling coach, says that 
off-season activities should include eating 
right, resting, and exercising. He also ad­
·vlses athletes to keep away from alcohol 
and drugs. For his wrestlers, he says that 

· they can wrestle in tournaments during the 
spring and summer. Oswego, Joliet, St. 
Charles, and Morris all offer tournaments 
during the off-season. 

If you happen to be a.swlmmer, both Amy 
Gibson and Dan Johnson say that the best 
thing to do is to be Involved In a year-round 
program. Johnson says. "If you're serious 

about swimming," you should swim 12 
months out of the year. During the summer. 
according to Gibson, swimmers work 
mostly on their stroke mechanics, and 
during the winter season, swimmers con­
centrate on speed and conditioning. 

Johnson adds that if you onlyswimforthe 
13 weeks of the high school season, you'll 
"never be a very good swimmer." According 
to Johnson, swimmers from other schools 
swim for about 40 weeks in the year, 
making it hard for anyone who has not been 
swimming to catch up. 

There are several places where you can 
keep active during the off-season. This 
includes summer camps, health clubs, and 
open gyms after school for basketball and 
volleyball. Ron Hansen. baseball coach, 
says there Is also an "off-season weight 
program" for after school. 

Besides being in good physical condition 
for t-ne season. there are several other 
advantages to working out during your 
off-season. Hein says athletes will have an 
"edge in terms of experience." According to 
Gibson, swimmers will "start at a faster 
time." If you participate in other sports. 
Hansen believes that experience will"make 
a better all-around athlete" out of the per· 
son. 

George says that If you do keep active, you 
won't "have to start from scratch. Those 
who are physically prepared wlll do better. 
perform quicker. and be mentally alert." If 
you want to come out ready to play next 
season. take advantage of your time off to 
keep your body in shape. "The more time 
spent working," says Hein, "the better you 
will be." 

Being psyched . is just. 
a sta.te of mind 

by Marla Jemsek 

"Each person develops their own way to 
get psyched," said Tim Kanold, girls' bas­
ketball coach. 

"Many swimmers use mental imagery or 
visualization. As a team we use relaxation," 
said Amy Glblson, girls' swim coach. 

When Robin Heln is waiting for her event 
to come up during a swim meet, she goes in 

¢ a bathroom stall and visualizes her race, 
and when she looks up she sees a fast time. 

"In my mind I see the win," said Scott 
Clausen. 

MI write down goals for the game ... then I 
have something to strive for," said Rebecca 
Rivan. 

Getting psyched for a game is getting 
ready for the game mentally. getting up or 
excited. 

According to Kanold, "90 percent of the 
game is mentaL" In most games the kids' 
abilities are the same. The team that wins 
Is the one that Is better mentally prepared. 

Is It possible to be Psyched all the time? 

Most popular .athletes 
I 

by Jim Kingberg 
Sports heroes. Everyone who follows any 

sporting event has one. A poll was taken 
with 100 students being polled. the ques­
tion asked was MWho Is your favorite ' 
athlete in football, baseball, and 
basketball?" 

In football it was overwhelming in favor of 
Walter Payton, the all-time leading ground 
gainer, receiving 81 votes. Others receiving 
votes were John Riggins. Gary Fencik, Lyle 
Alzada, Dan Marinp, and Dick Butkus. 

In baseball Ryne Sandberg was the fa­
vorite athlete receiving 69 votes. "Ryno" as 
the Cub fans call him was the National 
League's Most Valuable Player in 1984. 
Other players receiving votes were Pete 
Rose. George Brett. Steve Garvey, Gary 
Carter. Dale Murphy, Dwight Gooden, Ha­
rold Baines, Rickey Henderson, and Tom 
Seaver. 

In basketball Michael Jordan Is the most 
popular athlete receiving 62 votes. In 1985 
Jordan was the Rookie of the Year and was 
selected to the NBA All-Sta team. Other 
vote getters were Larry Bird, Karreem 
Abdul Jabbar, Spud Webb, Kurt Rambis. 

and Ralph Sampson. 
Even though students have different fa­

vorite athletes, the top vote getters from 
each were from Chicago. 

Walter Payton of the Chicago Bears wins 
as mo.st popular football player. (Photo 
courtesy of the Chicago -Bears). 
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Atllletes and coaches have mixed feelln~s 
on whether or not you can be psyched up for 
every game. 

"I don't think you can be totally psyched 
for every game." Rivan replied. 

"There will always be times when you are 
mentally unable to do well," explained 
Clausen. 

"Yes. if you work hard enough at It and 
want to win bad enough," said Dave An· 
derson. 

"If you want to be," Naresh Nair. 
"I try to get psyched for every game but I 

am not sure It always works," said Stacey 
Anderson. 

"I think it's Impossible," said Carrie Ru· 
nyan. 

"No . . . not to the same degree," added 
Kanold. 

Do you feel that It Is important to get 
psyched for a game? Does it make a dif­
ference in your performance? 

"An athlete that doesn't get psyched for a 
game isn't playing up to his full potential 
and Is cheating himself and the team," said 
D. Anderson. 

"Yes you perform more aggressively 
making your game better than when you're 
laid back." said Cheryl Bestler. 

"I believe HIs Important to prepare 
yourselfmentallyforagame ... itplaysakey 
role," said Sharon Kennedy. freshman 
softball coach. 
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