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Sports column: What is a jock? 
by Kevin Smith 

Before I get down to the real business of 
writing Sports Column , I believe that a 
couple of apologies are In order. 

First of all, concerning the last Sports 
Column entitled "Who Destroyed Our 
Field?", there was a cartoon that offended 
many players on the soccer team. I would 
like to say to anybody who was offended that 
It was not Intended to do so. 

I also apologize for a cartoon that appear­
ed In a story entitled, "All Players Important 
to Volleyball Team." This cartoon was not 
Intended to offend anyone on the volleyball 
team. 

Now it is time for my real column. 

What is a "jock"? And no, I don't mean an 
athletic supporter. 

A "jock" Is generally considered to be one 
Involved with sports. After that, however, 
the definition means different thlgs to dif· 
ferent people. 

For many, the word "jock" has a double 
meaning. In one case, it can be a compli­
ment, while in another. it Is an Insult. 

The case in which it Is a compliment to be 
called a jock depends upon how iUs said. If it 
is said In a sort of respecting way. It means 
that this person thinks highly of the athlete 
In question. 

This "jock" would be considered to be a 

Could be "best year ever// 
for boys' swimming 

by John Ebenroth 

"This year's boys' swimming team could 
be the best one that West Chicago has ever 
had," says boys' swim coach, Dan John­
son. 

Swimmers Mike Lach, Steve Gulick, Keith 
Olson. Gentry Howard, Naresh Nair, Dave 
Glomp, Greg Flatter, Matt Weger and diver 
Doug Zamastil are all expected to do well. 

Johnson said that these swimmers were 
good as sophomores and juniors, and that 
they should be a strong varsity team. Most 
of these swimmers swim year-round and 

d "e)ccell.ent" sum mer times on.the 
rk swtm team. 

Johnson thinks that If the swimmers 
remain healthy, the swim team will have a 

good chance for a few swimmers to qualify 
for state. 

Johnson stressed that he wished the 
team had more depth inthe freestyle 
events and In diving. The team's number 
one and number two divers, Dean Turner, 
who went to state, and Juan Gonzalez 
both graduated last year. Johnson feels 
that Zamastll will do a fine job, but says, 
"It will be hard to replace Turner and 
Gonzalez" 

The swim team's first meet will be 
against Benet Acadamy December 3. at 
home. Last year the swim team beat Benet 
early In tbe year. Qut then lost. to J:hem 
later in the season. Johnson expects to do 
well. but says that Benet will be a tough 
team this year. 

great athlete and just an all-around "good 
person.· An example of a compliment would 
be, "He/She Is good In a lot of sports. He/She 
is a real jock." 

On the other hand, many people use jock" 
to cut down a person. In this case, there Is 
more than just a hint of sarcasm and anger 
In one's voice. 

In these cases. the "jock" In question Is 
thought of as having a blind devotion to their 
sport which makes them forget about ev­
erything else. 

It also means In many cases that the per­
son thinks that this athlete is stupid- that 
a jock passes his/her classes because of 

cheating or handouts from other students. 
The final way thatl found that a jock could 

be taken as an insult was that the wjock" has 
a giant ego and thinks of him/herself as 
being "great.· 

An example of an insult might be (keep In 
mind that the voice may have sarcasm or 
anger): "That guy thinks that he's so great. 
He's just a stupid jock!" 

I don't know. Maybe a has some­
thing good going. Sports to me are like the 
games that we nevergrewoutof. And what's 
wrong with a little fun? We can't be serious 
all of the time. Otherwise we might get brain 
damage. 

Konold sets a goal for top 
by Jim Recchia 

Katy Runyan and Kateri Weibler, seniors, 
watch a loose ball during a night practice. 
(Photo by Thorn King) 

by Jim Recchia 
The Lady Wildcats will go Into this yt:ar's 

basketball season with seven team mem­
bers who lettered last year, five of whom are 
seniors. 

Lastyear'steamflntshedwltha 12and 13 
record, 5 and 9 In the DuPage Valley Con­
ference, which earned them sixth place. 

Coach Tim Kanold · s goals for this season 
is to finish In the top four In conference. He 
believes that his team has a good change of 
accomplishing this goal. 

This year, the Lady Cats have a tougher 
schedule than last year. according to Ka­
nold. Some of the teams In this year's 
schedule are Addison Trail, Streamwood 
and Geneva. 

Kanold also emphasized that the two best 
teams in the conference this year Include 
Wheaton North and Naperville Central. 

Odell has high for wrestling 
The seven returning team members who 

lettered last year are seniors: Colleen Dab­
bert, Katy Runyan. Robyn Zurawski, Jen­
nifer Rlvan. Kater! Weibler, and juniors. 
Marla Jemsek and Cheryl Bestler. Kanold 
said that they could have a good team with 
these players. 

by Kevin Crawford 

Adam Odell comes from a family of 
wrestlers. All.of his brothers wrestled for 
West Chicago In past years. Odell also 
earned a record of 23-31n his very first year 
of wrestling ever In his life: his freshman 
year. 

Last year Odell again proved his wrestling 
ability by achieving many awards. Among 
these honors are a Junior Varsity confer­
ence championship, a fourth place finish in 
the varsity Wildcat Invitational, and a first 
place finish In varsity regional competition. 
He also received the award for most im­
proved player from his teammates. 

Coach Bob Hein said at last year's 
wrestling banquet that Odell lost only to 
state qualifiers that year. Odell was almost a 
state qualifier last year, losing In tl:!e semi­
finals at sectlonals, by a score of 10-8. 

Senior Adam Odell gets a workout at 
wrestling practice. (Photo by Tom 
Reynolds) 

Heln also said, "Adam really had the tal­
ent. but lacked the experience." Odell mis­
sed six weeksofthe season last year. He was 
kept out of the varsity line-up by John Cor­
tez, varsity conference champion who 
wrestled at Odell's weight. Odell finally beat 
out Cortez and got to wrestle varsity at the 
regional competition. 

Odell has high hopes for this season . He 
said that he hopes to qualify for state and 
hopefully place. Many of his teammates also 
have high hopes. Wrestler Chris Blakemore 
said, "He should go to state if he stays 
healthy and makes weight requirements." 

Odell feels that hIs success depends upon 
keeping the right perspective. "I must keep 
God number one, and wrestling second," he 
s_ald. 

Kanold said his "formula" for a winning 
season ts play from the seven 
returning lettermen and to develop good 
chemistry among players." He also went on 
to say that the defense should be good, but 
the team needs to Increase Its performance 
and ball handling. 

The Lady Cats will open their season De­
cember 5, at Elgin-Larkin High School. 
From there they go on to play at the Boling­
brook Tournament. December 9-11. They 
will then go on to host a Christmas tourna­
ment which East Aurpra has won the last 
three years. 

Kanold would also like everybody to come 
and support the team, and to attend "Meet 
the Wildcat Night." tomorrow at 7 p.m. 

Maciejewski sayS \\boys' Will surprise you!" 
by Marla Jemsek 

and watch our first game." boys' 
basketball coach Lee Maciejewski said. 
"You will be surprised and pleased." The 
team will open their season tonight at St. 
Francis. 

One of the goals Maciejewski has for this 
season, Is that tne team plays the best that 
they can. Junior Jim Recchia added that he 
would like to earn respect for West Chicago. 

The team will try to Improve on last year's 
record of 13-13 overall, and 7-7 in confer­
ence. Encouraged by thelr.performance in 
the summer league with a record of 13-1, 
Dave DeDera said, "I would like to come in 
first or second In the conference." 

The varsity team will include nine se­
niors. They are DeDera, Dave Sostak, Tre­
ble Flucas. AI Steuer, Joe Ebenroth. Troy 
Herold, Brian Comparlnt, Dave Anderson, 

and Mike Schneider. 
The team will also include seven juniors. 

They are Recchia, Greg Brown. Milan Hl­
nlch, John Ebenroth, Andy Zurawski, and 
Eric Golden. 

DeDera believes that the numbers will 

WE MAKE OUR OWN 
-ICE CREAM-

Store Hours 10:30 am · 10·30 

help the team because they will have play­
ers that can come off of the bench and play 
as well as the starters. 

According to players on the team, Sostak 
and DeDera are the best players on the 
team. Sostak should lead the offense, con-

siderlng that he was the conference's lead­
Ing scorer last year. 

According to Maciejewski, the best teams 
In the conference will be Naperville Central. 
Glen bard North. Wheaton Central, and 
West Chicago. 

$1.00 OFF ANY ·SIZE 
ICE CREAM .· CAKE. 

1520 E. Roosevelt Rd .• Wheaton 
,. cone BlOCk west Of Lorraine RdJ 

PHONE 682·1 020 
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St. Charles squeeze out Lady Cats to end season 
by Kevin Smith 

The Lady Wildcats VolleybaU team ende<l 
their post-season play at the Waubonsie 
Valley Sectional finals November 7 against 
St. Charles, 15-11 15-13. 

They reached the finals by defeating 
Minooka In the first round of the sectlonals 
November 5 : 16-14, 15-9, and defeating 
West Aurora In the Oswego Regional finals 
15-5, 15-7. 

Coach Gail George was pleased that her 
team went as far as they did. She also added 
that they played one game more this season 
than they have played In past seasons. 

Lisa Vitali had 14 kills , three blocks, and 
an ace for St. Charles. and was a major 
factor in the game according to George. 
"Everybody compares her to our Stacey 
(Anderson)" George said. "But I think that if 
you took those two players out of the game, 
we would have won because we have a more 
rounded team than they did." 

Another major factor in the game was the 
official's calls. "The first call with Cheryl 
Bestler," George explained, "she spiked the 
ball in the court and it was In by at least 
three feet, but the official called it out. I 
think that the officials were either day­
dreafl!ing or sleeping to make that call." 

~~ 
Colleen Dab bert goes up the spike. (Photo courtesy the West Chicago Press, photo 
by Dave Shabelman) . 

George also explained that the calls shtOk 
the Lady Cats to the point where St. Cha·les 
rolled off four points In a row. She alscbe­
leived that St. Charles reached 14 points In 
the se.cond game that the officials should 
have called illegal hits on. 

George said that the Lady Cats played very 

well against St. Charles. "You don't get 11 
and 13 points because you can't hold them," 
she said. "I think that we could have served 
a little better, however. But we did run into 
serving problems which is something we 
don 't do. I think that It was the excitement 
and pressure of being in a big game." 

The Lady Cats finished in second place In 
the conference, winding up with a record of 
25-8. George said that she was pleased that 
they beat the first place Wheaton North 
Falcons twice during the season. 

George is optimistic for the future. She 
says that although they will lose nine se­
niors from the varsity squad, next year 's 
team will include Bestler, Chris Schwab, 
Carrie Runyan, Dawn Herold. Rebecca Ri­
van, and Michelle Burandt. 

"I think that we'll be missing some key 
players next season: George said. "But the 
other girls have picked up a lot of knowledge 
from the seniors." 

A voiding injuries is the. key for wrestling _ ... , 
by Joet.11.!!n 

"If we can avoid Injuries, we can have a 
good season," said wrestling coach, Robert 
Hein. 

"Last year we had too many injuries. That 
was a major weakness. Four of our main 
players. Adam Odell, Craig Witt, Rich Vo­
tava , and Chuck Black were hurt for the 
better part of the season." 

These four . along with junior Rob Mar­
malejo and sophomore Dave Flalka are go­
Ing to be big players this year, according to 
Hein. 

Odell ;as la;t year~ Regional Champ and 
Sectional qualifier , wrestling In the 155 
pound we!ght class. "He has a good chance 
to go downstate," said Hein. Odell was one of 
the four varsity players who had a winning 
record last year of l 0-4-1. 

Senior Witt also had a winning record of 
6-l' wrestling at 145, but he was plagued by 
Injuries and missed part of the season . "lfwe 
can get a full season out of him, I think he 
can go to state," said Hein. 

"If desire could get you to state, he would 
make it." This is how Hein described the 
Interest and desire that Votava has for the 

Sophomore Doug Larson shows his strength at practice. (Photo by Tom Reynolds) 

sport. Votava wrestled at 132last year, but 
that might change to 138. Hein believes that 
whatever weight class he ends up ln. the 

result should be the same: he will have an 
outstandin~ year if he stays healthy. 

wrestling in only eight meets last year, he 

had a record of 4-4. Votava went out for the 
rest of the year with a finger Injury after 
those meets. Heln said his record for the 
eight matches didn 't reflect the way he is 
capable of wrestling. 

At 126 and 132 was Marmalejo. Hein be­
lieves he will be at 132 or 138 this year. He 
also feels that Marmalejo could have a win­
ning season this year. "It ' ll take some work 
and lots of effort, but I think he can do it ," 
said Hein. 

Another wrestler with a winning record 
was heavy-weight Terry Snyder. with are­
cord of 12-8-1 . 

Coach Heln isn't positive about the season 
ahead for Black. "He has definitely Im­
proved, but I need to see him In action first. " 
According to Hein, Black missed alllastyear 
with an injury, and that is why he isn't yet 
sure. 

Fialka wrestled at 98 pounds last year. 
Hein thinks he could have a good year if he 
wrestles there again. 

The Wildcats' first meet is away tonight at 
Glen bard East, starting at 6 :30p.m. On 
Saturday. November 30, the Wildcats are 
hosting an Invitational at 10 a.m. 

Fall athletes earn awards 
byDougDirr 

Seven Wildcat football players were 
named to the DuPage Valley All-Conference 
team. 

Dave Anderson and Zach Snowden were 
picked for the first team, while Brian Com­
partnl, Sean Gallagher, and Dave Grubek 
received honorable mentions. Tony Oliver 

Molly Turner and Liz Lach finished in the 
top 64 teams for the state championship In 
girls' tennis. They reached the finals by 
and Craig Witt received special mentions. 

Marla Jemsek was awarded the most 
valuable player award for golf, while the 
award of most improved player went to Mike 
Siers. and the best average to Colby Walter. 

finishing first in the sectionals. 
Six Wildcat soccer players were named to 

the DuPage Valley All-Conference team. 

Juan Mendoza was unanimously chosen 
for the first team. Darren Escobedo was 
chosen for the second team, with honorable 
mentions gotng to Jose Diaz, Todd Goodwin, 

Pedro Mendoza, and Isidro Huerta. 
Stacey Anderson made the first team 

along with Kater! Welbler and Jennifer Rl­
van. Colleen Dab bert received a special 
mention. 

Four Lady Cat volleyball team members 
.have also received All-Conference honors. 

Winter sports sched~le 
Boys' swimming 
Tues. Dec. 3 Benet H 6p.m. 

Tues. Dec. 10 Marmion A 5p.m. 

Sat. Dec. 14 Wildcat H 9:30a.m. 
Relays & 1 p.m. 

Wrestling 
Fri. Nov. 22 GlenbardW. A 6:30p.m. 

Wed. Nov. 27 LyonsTwp. A 6:30p.m. 

Sat. Nov. 30 Wildcat Invite. H roa.m. 

Tues. Dec.3 Oswego (Fr.) H 4:30p.m. 

Fri. Dec.6 Glen bard So. A 6:30p.m. 

Girls' basketball 
Thurs. Dec. 5 Larkin A 

Thurs.;sat. Dec. 5/7 St. Charles 
Soph . Tourn. 

A 

Mon.-Wed. Dec. 9-11 Bolingbrook A 
Tourn. 

Sat. Dec. 14 Geneva H 

6& 
7:30p.m. 

TBA 

6:30& 
8p.m. 

2& 
6p.m. 

Boys' basketball 
Fri. Nov. 22 St. Francis 

Nov. 26-30 St. Charles 
Var. Tourn. 

Nov.29,30 Oswego 
Soph. Tourn. 

Fri. Dec. 6 Glen bard So. 

A 6& 
7:45p.m.t 

A TBA 

A TBA 

H 6& 
7:30p.m. 
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