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|Is it a lack of spirit or a lack
of numbers? '

by Kevin Smith

I know. It's an outrage. The last issue of
the Bridge was missing many things, in-
cluding a sports column. 1 apologize for this
and hope that in future issues the staff and
1 will get it together.

As we all know too well, the summer is
over. It is long since dead and gone, but it
will leave us with memories that will last us
a lifetime or so we're told.

The one memory that will stick in our
minds most of all will be football. Thedouble
sessions of late August try one’s dedication.
¢« During that time of the year football be-
xcomes@ 24 hour commitment. A commit-
ment that goes on long after practiceisover.
Onethinks over his plays, his mistakes, and
his successes.

Yet it is a commitment that is becoming
increasingly rare. The future of West Chi-

cago is in the hands of increasingly smaller
numbers. This year showed only a glimmer
of the worry that faces us.

At the onset of the year, only 18 sopho-
mores were on the team. At the same time,
there were little more than 20 freshmen. By
the beginning of the season, the freshmen
had accumulated a more healthy 40 and
only two or three more sophoniores.

The varsity squad, although at a healthy
figure this year, has also shown disinterest
in recent years. This year’s team of 50 is a
far cry from last year's “dirty 30."

In fact, through the early 80’s, most of the
teams have hovered around 30.

Even in the West Chicago Athletic Asso-
ciation, (W.C.A.A.), an important organi-
zation for preparing children for high school
sports has noticed a giant decline in en-
rollment in their football program.

There are 96 players for the five teams, an

Things look good for
boys’ swimming

by Jenni Merle

Practice for boy's swimming starts No-
vember 18, right after school.

Swimming season for the boys “looks -
better than last year,” stated head coach
Dan Johnson. )

This season the team will loose one senior
swimmer, Paul Coler and senior diver Dean
Turner. Johnson also said that “Turner is
going to be hard to replace!”

_ Johnson stated “to watch out for seniors
Mike Lack and Doug Zamastil, along with
Jjuniors Keith Olson and Dave Glomp.

“Outstanding individuals qualifing state
events” are a hope of the swimthers this
winter season.

Johnson also stated that “no one is
weaker than last year.”

Several freshmen will be coming from
summer and winter Sharks.

Three year whammy
broken by golf team

by Doug Dirr

On September 10, the Wildcat golf team
snapped aithree year losing streak by
defeating the Glenbard North Panthers
176-189. :

Key players on the golf team are Joel
Adrian and Marla Jemsek, both juniors.

Tim Courtney, coach of the golf team
hopes the team continues to improve over
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next summer.

In the past, other golf teams have faired
better than the We-go team because of
more experience. Courtney believes that
the majority of other teams’ members have
parents which are members at country
clubs, thus allowing more practice time.
The We-go team practices at St. Andrews
country club. ;

~ $1.00 OFF ANY SIZE
ICE CREAM  CAKE

1520 E. Roosevelt Rd., Wheaton
(One Block west Of Lorraine Rd.)

PHONE 682-1__02'0

average of less than 20 players per squad. “I
don't really know why enrollment is down,”
W.C.A.A. football commissioner, Bob
Prindle said, “It might be that we’re dealing
with kids from second to eight grade whose
parents can't be convinced that their kids
will get hurt.” .

“It would be a combination of things,”
former football commissioner Don Koch-
niarczyk said, “It could be the price. $40is a
lot of money. Plus most of these kids play
baseball from April until August. Their
parents don't feel like dragging them to the
park from August to November.”

Kochniarczyk also brought up the point of
contact. Could it be that boys who shy from
contact while young, don’t play in high
school? Is this dip in numbers the result of
over-protective parents?

Another possibility offered by Prindle is,
that West Chicago is simply a small town.

That West Chicago just doesn’t have en-
ough people to put together a large team.

Yet this does not explain, why all of a
sudden, enrollment isdown inthe W.C.A.A.
Has West Chicago shrunk over the past
year?

In my own mind I have thought over the
possibilities. It may be just one, none, or all
of them that may be true. In my mind they
are only questions that I cannot answer.

Is it that soccer is becoming so popular?
Could it be that people want to get jobs
instead? Is it that grades are affection the
turn-out? Do people just plain don't like
football anymore, or the new aerodynamic
Wildcat symbol we started using back in
1981?

If all of this is just a coincidence thereis no
real problem. But if it isn’t ...

Let's just say, “Hey, the cross country
team looks good this year.”

We-go Wildcats grapple their way to victory. (photo by Thom King)
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