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P.E. requirement debated

by Alan Steuer

IsP.E. necessary for five days a week from
freshman year to senior year? According to
some administrators and teachers it is.

Right now, itisalaw inlllinoistotakeP.E.
for four years. There is, however, a bill in
Congress that can change that law.

“I will not favor the law,” said William
Rennerabout the elective. Rennerfeels that
a sound mind and body go hand in hand. If
given the opportunity to change our prog-
ram here he would not change a thing.

Lorie Jorden also feels the same way
about changing the P.E. program. She feels
itis necessary in school to have P.E, “P.E. is
needed to develop skills and for fitness,”
said Jorden. She thinks that it is important
for growing up.

“The P.E. program at the high school is
oneofthe bestaround,”said Jorden. All that

Jorden would like to change if shé could, is
the class sizes.

Steve Kimery feels that it should be re-
quired for four years. He said that it gives
students a physical break during the day,
and a sound mind and body. He feels it gives
students an advantage when they get out of
high school.

Kimery disagrees with the idea of having
P.E. as a junior and senior elective.
“Students would not take it, because most
students strive for an earlier exit in their
school day,” said Kimery.

Kimery was undecided on the topic of
athletics and P.E. class. “It would make the
classes much smaller with a study hall for
athletes,” said Kimery. He also thought
there would be the disadvantage of students
joining sports to get out of P.E.

Kimery feels that the administration, the

school board, and the community all feel the
same way. He feels they would not change
P.E. even if the law was changed.

Patric Welch strongly backs P.E. and said
that it is important in high school. “It deve-
lops sound body, and stresses cardiovascu-
lar work,” said Welch.

Welch feels that P.E: is as important as
other classes. He said that it teaches team-
work and how to get along with others. He
thought that it should be given the credit it
deserves.

“There are benefits to both,” said Welch
about athletes and P.E. “If you don't have
P.E.," said Welch, “you miss something.” He
said that it should be studied to find out
what's best.

In response to students being bored,
Welch commented, “It is hard to keep eve-
ryone active with large classes. It is a chal-

lenge to the teacher.” He felt that We-go has
good teachers. “This school is well equipped
and financially stable when it comes toP.E.
It would be a shame to waste,” said Welch,

Student teacher Juan Gonzalez felt it
should be taken. “[ find it necessary,” said
Gonzalez. “It should be required if not for
four years, then at least two,” said Gonzalez.

Hefelt that the administration wantsP.E.
to develop an interest in sports. He thought
that the sports program here at We-Go
should be much bigger, and with the help of
P.E. classes introducing old and new sports
might spark an interest. Gonzalez said that
there should be a new planat the school. For
juniors andseniorsit should be offeredasan
elective. “Many kids today waste time in
gymand useit as a blow off period. We don't
need kids like that in the class,” said Gon-
zalez. ?

Pro-wrestling makes a comeback

by Mike Oliver

Hulk Hogan, Junk Yard Dog, Big John
Studd, and Andre the Giant areall part of an
old sport that is rapidly coming back, pro
wrestling. :

This sport used to be when men would go
out on Friday nights and watch people kill
each other. But now it is a big business in
the entertainment world. You can watch
pro wrestling on television on Saturdays
and Sundays. There are basically two po-
pular federations; the World Wrestling
Federation (WWF), and the American
Wrestling Alliance (AWA).

Now for the sport itself, most matches
take place in a boxing ring. Wrestlers fight

for 20 minutes or before one of the wrestlers
“ gets pinned on a three count, or is disquali-
fied.

The most popular & exciting is tag-team
matches. This match consists of two
wrestlers fighting another team of fighters.
One wrestler is in the ring and the other
wrestler ison the outside of the ring. If one of
the wrestlersisin trouble the other wrestler
canslap hishandand theother wrestler will
come in. ;

And the other kind of match is a cage-
match. This is very different. These type of
matches are usually taken place for cham-
pionship bouts. The cage itself is 18 feet
high and the wrestlers are locked in, and

there is usually no time limit. As for rules,
well, there are none. :
Asfor the wrestlers themselves, well, how
would you like to be in a ring with a 400
pound guy named “The Animal"? Where
they get their names I'll never know, names
like Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, Rowdy
Rody Pieper, Jimmy “Super Fly" Snuka, and
Georgious Jimmy Garvin. But the most po-
pular would have to be Hulk Hogan, with his
disease Hulk-a-mania. You might rememb-
er him in Rocky lll as the wrestler. And
another person from that same movie has
gotten into this sport, that is Mr. T. Hogan
and T teamed up in maybe the biggest
sporting event of the year, Wrestlemania,

which was held at Madison Square Garden.
That event brought forth much interest to
wrestling fans and it probably brought new
fans to the sport.

This sport really seems todraw the
crowds at arenas and stadiums. The people
act like they are in the ring with the
wrestlers. There have been times when the
wrestlers have gone into the crowd and
have punched somebody, and chairs have
even been thrown into the ring.

This sport is very exciting and entertain-
ing to watch. You can watch pro wrestling
on T.V. on Saturdays and Sundays, but
better yet you can see them live either at the
UIC Pavilion or at the Rosemont Horizon.

We-go recognizes the ‘un-popular’

- by Kevin Smith

Well, now that the excitement about the
nice weather has died down to complaints
of, “I'm hot,” so too has the excitement of
baseball.

Trying to think of a story to write for a
regular column is the hardest thing to do
when there is only one sport that people
are aware of.

Thankfully for sportwriters there are
other sports to write on. Yet many are
overlooked as not being exciting or po-
pular. So you players of these sports are
in luck.

The one forgotten sport that isn't as
forgotten as some others is track. For most
people, track is popular about once every
year in four years when it is the main
attraction for the Olympies.

Yet we have runners every year from
February until about May. The big reason
track is a forgotten sport is its fans. 1 saw

Tennis team sir
fO Improve

by Kateri Weibler

We-Go's boys’ varsity tennis team now
has a record of 2-4. Coach Wayne Kosek
said that the reason for this losing record is
“unconsistent play, illness, and vacation.”

According to Kosek, several players were
sick or on vacation for the first part of the
season. This caused him to have to change
line-ups, putting players in different posi-
tions. Also at the same time, the team came
up against some of their toughest competi-
tors, such as Naperville Central.

Early in the season, the team picked up
two wins. Kosek credits the wins to a heal-
thy team and the fact that the team had had
a “consistent two weeks of practice.” There
was also a lot of teamwork involved, led by
sentiors John Neuhoff and Joe Thomason.

Kosek said that the whole team is im-
proving, but some players are showing in-
dividual success. These players are sopho-
more Scott Clausen, junior Mike Lach, and
Thomason.

Kosek said that Clausen, playing first

a track meet and didn't see any fans"

whatsoever.

Another forgotten sport is girls' softball.
They started practicing in March at about
the same time as the baseball team
started, yet they fail to get recognized for
their efforts.

The biggest reason for this is because
it's girls’ softball. Because it's girls’
softball it fails to get recognized. I don’t
understand why girls’ sports don’t get
recognized as much as boys' sports.

But perhaps the worst blow to the
softball team is that they have no real
home games. All of their so-called “home
games” are played at the West Chicago
Junior High. So our softball team is exiled
from the high school.

Another sport often overlooked is boys'’
tennis. There are even fewer spectators
here than track meets and softball games.
1 guess most of these tennis players will

VeS
$eQson

singles, is “a challenge for a young player.
He is getting better as we go along.”

Lach, according to Kosek, showed good
mental toughness in his play. In the teams
match against Geneva, Lach, who plays
second singles, came back from being down
4-1 to win the third set 7-5. This won the
match for We-Go, Kosek said.

Kosek also credits Thomason with very
consistent play throughout the season.

With the five conference and four non-
conference matches left, Kosek hopes to
“break our four match losing streak with

consistent effort.” He also has a goal of
qualifying someone for the state finals. Ho-

wever, since he hasn't seen some teams,

Kosek doesn’t know who has the best ch-

ance.

Kosek, who will not be coaching next
year, sees a lot of promise in next year’s
team. Kosek said that half of the regular ScOtt Myles plays second

line-up wil return next season. Players are —doubles on varsity, prac-
getting a lot of experience and are showing tices his back hand shots.

great improvement this year, said Kosek.

have to wait until Wimbledon to get the
real recognition they deserve.

Yet perhaps the most overlooked sport of
all is badminton, the game usually res-
erved for summer backyard barbecues.
Yet if the following of fans at tennis meets
are rare I'd hate to see the badminton
meets. Maybe the cheer of “smack that
shuttle-cock” hasn't quite caught on with
We-go students yet.

Maybe I can’t convince you to go to see
these sports, but I hope I can do one thing.
Maybe the next time you think of poking
fun at these sports maybe you'll think
twice. These people have their own
commitment. Their commitment is only
less popular than others. They decided to
have fun doing something they enjoy
rather than doing something that every-
body else is doing.

(Photo by Becky Thuer)

PROM NIGHT —

One of the happiest
nights of your life. . .

Don't

DON’'T DRINK AND DRIVE

N e v — » e f
FAMILY FORD SALES & SERVICE INC.
601 Rooseveit Road « West Chicago, IL 60185

WRECK it!
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