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The Bridge/May 13, 1983

hat's the excitement about?

Now I know why they call him “Snake.” Bob “Snake”
LeGrand, the head coach at the University of Texas at
Arlington sits at my dining room table along with me
and my family. He tells me how much his program at
Texas could use a player like me. He tells me he will
send up airline tickets for me to fly down to Texas on a
visitation. As he left my house, my hopes built that I
. would play at a Division I school such as Texas. I never

‘received another call or letter from Mr. LeGrand,
leaving a big question mark in my head. I presume he must have found
another ballplayer that suited his needs more than I did. This is one of
the many examples of how young men are treated during the college
recruiting season.

When an athlete gets his first letter of interest from a college, it sends
a chill of excitement through his body. Pictures of trips to beautiful
campuses and calls from college coaches all over the nation run through
his head. The choices and decisions that the athlete will have to make
during the recruiting season is a rude awakening not only to him, but to
his family, and they realize that recruiting is just a big business.

For most high school basketball players, it starts as a dream. Every
athlete wants to play Division basketball, which consists of the nation’s
major basketball powers such as DePaul, North Carolina and UCLA.
These schools can offer an athlete a full scholarship, consisting of room,
board and tuition. The next level of competition able to offer a full
scholarship is Division II, but the competition is not as great as Division
I. The last level is Division III, but they cannot offer an athlete any type
of athletic scholarship. As found in the Athlete’s For Better Education
pamphlet, College Admission for the Student-Athlete, only 22 percent
of all the four year colleges have Division I status, and there are ap-
proximately 400,000 athletes playing high school basketball. This
means that of those 400,000 only 600 will play Division I. Because of this,
most of these young athletes will never have their dream of playing
Division I basketball come true.

The first letter I ever received from a Division I school, let alone any
college, was from the University of Notre Dame in my sophomore year.
According to George Libbon, the Los Angeles Coordinator of Athlete’s For
Better Education (AFBE), Notre Dame sends out between 250-500 letters
to high school athletes each year to fill about three spots on their roster.
Of this vast number of letters that are sent to these athletes, very few are
followed up on. After my first letter from Notre Dame, I received two more
that same year, and then all contact stopped. They did not let me know
if they found someone else, or if they just didn’t think I could fit into their
program. All contact just stopped.

This happens quite often, not only to me, but to many athletes who are
recruited. Rick Munoz, a guard from St. Charles High School, says that
at least five schools that were recruiting him just broke off contact
without any notice to him.

Cornell University, the prestigious Ivy League school in Ithaca, New
York, along with Illinois State University both promised me trips to their
school, all expenses paid. After waiting for a phone call for a date on my
visitations, I read in the paper that both Cornell and ISU had finished
their recruiting seasons. I didn’t receive a letter, or even a five minute
phone call telling me that they weren’t interested in me anymore. An
athlete can handle the fact that the school recruited someone else, but
the way both of those schools acted (along with Texas at Arlington) was
without class. It’s too bad that the coaches at this level cannot be honest
with a recruit.

To what extent would colleges and coaches lie to an athlete? The
assistant coach of DePaul University, Joe Meyer, says that it is totally
unbelievable. “Out in Philadelphia, we were recruiting a kid named
Dallas Comegeys. Villanova University was also very interested in
him, and when they found out that we were in the running, they got very
upset. They began to tell Dallas a lot of bad things about us (DePaul), to
the extent that we sleep with prostitutes. This really turned Dallas off to
them, so we got him.”

Bob Topper, the head coach of Illinois Institute of Technology said that
it’s too bad, but it seems that if you want to be a big time coach, you have
to lie and cheat the young men.
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The whole college recruiting season that I just experienced is one I
would like to forget, but one I won’t. The puffing up of the athlete that
these so called “college recruiters” and “prestigious coaches” do to the
athlete just makes the letdown at the end of the season harder to take.
They make you feel that you are the only one they want, and that you are
at the top of their list, but actually, you're not. You're just another name
on their long list.

College recruiting is an experience that can leave a sour taste in a
young man’s mouth. The beginning of the season brings promises of a
college scholarship with calls and letters from various colleges. More
often than not, the average high school basketball player’s dreams and
hopes are crushed by broken promises. The whole college recruiting
season seems to be a big broken promise and dream. Athletes wait to be
recruited, but then when it is over, they wish they never had been
through it.

Track team a year away

Track teams
compete in meefs

Girls’ and Boys' Track and Field
Tonight and tomorrow will bring the girls’
track and field sectional meet at Plainfield
High School. The meet will begin at 10 a.m.
ference Meet at Glenbard North. The meet

ns at 10 a.m.
'omorrow our boys’ track and field team

will compete in the DuPage Valley Con-
ference Meet at Glenbard North. The meet
bggins at 10 a.m.

Will any We-go
girls advance?

Girls’ Badminton

This -weekend will bring the girls’

badminton state finals. At press time, it
was not known if any girls from We-go
have qualified for this meet. Place and
time of this event was also unknown.

Jock shorts

Cdn We-go make it
two in a row?.

Girls’ Softball

Tonight our girls’ softball team will
travel to Wheaton-Warrenville to take on
the Wolverines, with the opening pitch at
4:15. The last time We-go played Whea-
ton-Warrenville, We-go won by a score of
4-3.

Conference tourneyﬁ
starts tonight

Boys' Tennis -

The boys’ DuPage Valley Conference
Varsity Tennis Tournament will take
place both today and tomorrow at
Wheaton North. Times of all events were

not announced at press time.

by Sue Lindemeier

The West Chicago boys' track team will
come to the height of their season with the
DuPage Valley meet this Saturday, May
14. According to Coach Doug Juraska, the
varsity team had to combat the obstacles
of “being young with only four seniors.”
They were also confronted by the injuries
of senior Carlos Cuiriz and Scott Schaeffer.
According to Juraska, Schaeffer was. a
We-go hopeful in placing in this meet.
However, there is still a chance that he
will be able to participate depending on the
severeness of the injury. Juraska named
runners John Engel and Rich Vigsnes as
“doing pretty well,” and believes that these:
runners have a good chance of placing in
the meet. :

Senior Scott Deason believes that they
will end up “somewhere in the middle of
the pack” with Glenbard North and the
Wheaton North being the teams to beat. “It
won't be easy,” stated Deason. “This meet
should be tough because there are a lot of
good teams.” Juraska feels that We-go’s
inexperience might prove to be the de-

ciding factor. “It is a question of the young

competing against the more experienced,”
Juraska stated. “Most of the kids are still
a year away.” :

So it seems that this young team is
looking ahead to next year. The sophomore
team has broken many of their own re-
cords as well as tying some of the varsity
records. “The sophomores are really set-
ting a pace,” stated varsity pole vaulter

".. when they're ... on the var-
sity, they will be tuming some
heads.”

Mark Schibur. “Next year when they're all
together on the varsity, they will be
turning some heads.” Juraska agrees with
this point, and is hopeful that these so-
phomores will “continue their winning
attitude” as they've learned to “progress”.
It is this attitude Juraska hopes will
envoke the support that will make “next
year’s team a success. I think,” he added
finally, “they will surprise a few people.”
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