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Where has all the sportsmanship gone?

by Michael Sxtarz

‘“Being a photographer, especially one for anewspaper
. hasgiven methe chanceto cover several different types
of events. The events have been as simple as an Easter
L €g¢ hunt and as interesting as shooting from the inside

popular sporting events.

~ When I cover a sporting event, lam right down on the
field where all of the “action” is. The action that I am
referring to is not the actual sport, but all of the extra
action — the verbal and physical fighting. Most of the time the crowd is
having too much fun to notice all of the extra activities, but isn’t that the
purpose of sporting events, especially in high school. I was always under
the impression that sports were to promote sportsmanship, cooperation
through team work and help develop your personal self. As a matter of
fact, isn’t that the purpose of high school as a whole. Teachers are
constantly pounding these ideas into our heads, and that is what they are
there to do.

And this is the point in my column that I would like to introduce that
good old proverb, “Practice what you preach.” No, I am not referring to
behavior in the class room, but on the basketball court. Like I stated
earlier, | see many of the extra activitieson the courts that the fansdo not.
But at the past charity basketball game with the West Chicago faculty

of a hot air balloon. And but of course, there is the ever

against the WLS personalities, I was not the only one to see the
squabbling. It wasn’t just the WCCHS teachers that got upset, but also
nationally known personalities. Keep in mind that this was supposed to
be a fun charity game.

My idea of a charity game would be like the one I witnessed with the
Chicago Bears and a town’s fire fighters and police persons. At this game
the players were not out for blood and guts. They were there to entertain
the crowd. Just as an example of what happened at this game, several
Bears players kidded Bob Thomas every time he missed a shot, because
this was right after the Bears lost Super Bowl hopes due to Thomas’
inconsistency in kicking field goals. Don’t get me wrong, I don’t mean to
say that this game was not fun or that all the players were at fault. It
would have been a lot better if the players would have worked more on
entertaining the crowd rather than trying to pacify their egos. I would
have figured that personal hostilities would have been put aside along
with the idea of winning and maybe having a little bit more fun on the
court.

What is really terrible is that hundreds of people, many of them
WCCHS students, were in attendance at this game. The people that are
out on the court playing are the same people that guide, or at least help
to guide students in their jump from school to the real world. It is ironic
to see them fighting over a charity basketball game.

Softball team comes off ‘great’ spring training

by Dino Tiberi

The varsity softball team, after having
“great” spring training practices according
to Coach Gail George, are looking toward
the upcoming Wheaton North game with
anticipation.

Last year, West Chicago beat Wheaton
North each time the two schools met, and
George expects much of the same this year
due to the inexperience of the Falcon’s
team. “They (Wheaton North) are a very
unsettled team. Each of the past three
seasons they have had a different coach,”
said George. She also thinks the pitching
staff of Wheaton North is a question mark.

Senior Vicki Lakomecki feels that
Wheaton North will be tougher than in the
past two years because they are coming off
two losing seasons. “Wheaton North is
considered to be an underdog team this
year, so they could surprise some people,”
Lakomecki said.

George has been pleased with the
early-going practices, with the players
concentrating hard on the fundamentals.
“Even though we've been practicing in-
side, the girls are getting stronger, and
they’re becoming more aware of their
abilities,” said George.

When asked about who the key players
for We-go were, George commented, “This
year the ability of the players is equal, so
they can be put into different spots. There
are six inexperienced players, but they are
developing very quickly, putting pressure

on the experienced ones for playing time,”
added George. “Its hard to make the
distinction between the returners and the
newcomers.”

Depth is an added dimension to this
year's squad, something that is new to
George. “I have never, since I've been here,
had such a deep team, and this will be a
plus. There are several players who are
interchangeable this year. The players
who start at one position one game could
be at a different one the next. Karin
Hensge is an example. “Karin is our first
baseman, but she can also play shortstop,”
said George. “Jan Strayve can also play in
two positions, at second base and in the
outfield. The versatility of these two in-
dicative of the entire team.”

A probable starting lineup was hard to
determine for George, because of the equal
ability of the players. Vicki Lakomecki will
be the catcher, but she also can be moved,
with Robyn Zurawski taking over the
catching duties. The infielding spots will
be filled by juniors Karin Hensge and Jan
Strayve, and seniors Carrie Barkwill and
Mary Gilbert. Senior Cindy Hughes as well
as sophomores Karen Smith and Tracy
Chmiel will form the nucleus of the
pitching staff. Three possibilities among
the outfielders include junior Mary Dillon,
freshman Chris Schlenker, and Strayve,
unless she is in the infield. “People will
settle into positions, the development of
the team is together, so it is hard to tell

Foster keeps on going

by Bill Recchia

Bill Foster, head basketball coach at
University of South Carolina didn't quit

and it doesn't look like he ever will. Foster
received a heart attack during the second
half of a game between South Carolina and
Purdue on December 11. Foster stayed on
the bench the rest of the game to coach his
team to a victory, but needed an emergency
operation that same night.

Four days after his operation, Foster re-
quired a quadruple bypass surgery on his
heart. Two months after that surgery,
Foster was back on the bench, but not as
head . “I was sort of demoted until I
was recuperated from my heart at-
tack and surgery,” says Foster.

Foster says that his quick recovery is due
to self-discipline. He explains, “Many times
after you are sick, you want to rush back
into things. I knew if I tried to do that, I'd
wind up in worse condition than I already
was in, so I just disciplined mysclf to get «
back in shape and stay that way.”

“I blame my heart attack on my inability
to deal with stress. If I want to remain
healthy, I must learn to do this better,”

claims Foster.

Foster says that basketball and sports in
generalis still very important to himand his

+ life. "Now I must take the selfish approach

though. which I don’t believe in because I
preach unselfishness, but I have to do it for
my health. Now I have to take care of myself
first, before others, and if I don't do this, I'm
just hurting myself.”

Coach Foster’s coaching record is a very
impressive one. His South Carolina team
finished with a 22-9 record, along with a
berth into the National Invitational Tour-
nament (NIT). His most notable accom-
plishment was leading his Duke University
team toa second place finish in the National
Collegiate Athletic Association Tourna-
ment in 1978. That same year he was
named Sporting News National Coach of the
Year and Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC)
Coach of the Year.

Coach Foster recently spoke at the boys’
basketball banquet at West Chicago, and he
explained why he has been so successful.

“‘ln order to have a successful and solid

program, you need good, solid people. I re-
cruit prospects, not suspects,” says Foster.
He continued, “You don’t have to have the
best players with the best talent to be suc-
cessful, but instead, dedicated players.
Fantastic dedication stretches the ability.”

Foster doesn't plan on leaving South

Carolina. “I really hope to stay. I sort of have

a lifetime contract.”
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for certain where everyone will be,” said
George. One thing is for certain, according
to George, and that concerns playing time.
“Eventually everyone will sit, at one time
or another, so everyone will get a chance
to play.” She also said that more players
will get playing time depending on their
concentration level.

In order to win against Wheaton North,

running well, but we need to cut down on
the errors.” Senior infielder Mary Gilbert
and Lakomecki agreed that the team needs
to cut down on the errors, and needs to go
into the game confident, but not over-
confident is important to win. Gilbert said,
“We need to have good defense, and we
can't afford to make mental errors. We
must not get overconfident, just because

Wheaton North hasn't been successful the
past two years.”

George feels that if they cut down on their
mistakes, they will win. “We're hitting and

Jnr Karin Henske strethes r th to first. Henske will play first base as We-go
tales pm Wheaton North. (photo by Mike Sitarz)
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