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John·sonpleased with ·lower level's performance 
by Dino Tiberi < 

With the end of the regular swimming 
season near. the sectionals and the state 
meet are next on the agenda for the varsity 
swim team. This year's team has had some 
success with a record of 4-5-1 at time. 

Coach Dan Johnson feels that the team 
got off to a slow start, which hampered the 
projected early-season improvement. "I 
anticipated a faster start, but our times 
picked up later on. We should have won our 

first meet, but we lost," said Johnson. 
He was happy with the J.V. and Frosh­

Soph teams. "The J.V. team had a winning 
season for the first time. and I am pleased 
with the lower-level times," Johnson said. 

Senior Co-Captain Rob Flatter said the 
season was both good and bad. "We had 
some good swimming, a lot of guys Improved 
In events which will help next year," said 
Flatter. ;He continued, "There was more 

No it's not the Blues Brothers, but senior swimmer Bill Gebhardt (left) and Rob Flatter 
(photo by Mike Sitarz). 

hristensen and 
Rodriguez advance 

Juniors Joe Rodriguez . and Mike 
Christensen both advanced to the state 
wrestling tournament with their second 
and third place finishes respectively In 
Glenbard North Sectional. The state meet 
took place last Friday and Saturday at the 
University of Illinois. Results were not 
available at press time. 

Conference season 
ends this week 

Tonight the girls basketball team will 
host Glenbard North at 7:30. The last time 
these two teams met, the Panthers soundly 
defeated the Wildcats by 20 points. This 
game will close out the conference season. 

Track teams will 
travel this week 

The girls track and field team will travel to 
Park to take on Conant this Saturday, 

5,at 10a.m. Thlswillbethelrsecond 
of their season. 

March 5 will also start the boys' track and 
season, as they travel to Fenton High 

to take part In the Fenton Invlta­
All events will take part In the 

All everits will take 

WLS takes the court 
vs. faculty, 

The WLS traveling basketball team will 
take on West Chicago's faculty In a charity 
basketball· game bn March 12. Tickets cost 
$2 for students and $3 for adults. This event 
will take place In the Bishop Gym. 

We-go hosts Super 

Sectional 
West Chicago High School will host a girls 

Super Sectional basketball game on March 
21 at 7:30p.m. Thewlnnerofthtsgamewlll 
advance to the state finals at University of 
Illinois. 

Pro wrestlers come 
to We-go 

On March 26, Vlca will sponsor a pro 
wrestling match which will take place In the 
Bishop Gym. Tickets will cost $6 per per­
son, and are available through any Vica 
member or in the office. ' 

All money made will go towards the Vica 
scholarship fund and the general operation 
of the fund. 

Freshman Wildcats Colleen Dab bert (left) and Stacey Anderson fight for position in are­
cent Wheaton Central game. Both will have to rebound well if the Cats expect to beat 
Glen bard North tonight (photo courtesy of The West Chicago Press). · 

spirit. more team concern. We wanted to do 
well." 

Flatter said that the team had some 
trouble In the beginning with discipline In 
practice. but things worked out. He also 
commented on the fact that the record 
wasn't as good as the team had hoped. "We 
hoped to finish 7-2 or at least have a win­
ning season, but we had difficulty with 
some meets this year." 

When asked which Individual perform­
ances were the best. Johnson said, "Rob 
Flatter and co-captain Bill Gebhardt 
showed a great deal of Improvement In the 
freestyle sprints. and Dave Sherriff did very 
well in the distance freestyle races. cutting 
10 seconds off his time In the 200 meter 
freestyle." According to Johnson. the best 
overall team performances were against 
West Aurora and West Chicago Invita­
tional. "We had some real good times In the 
West Aurora meet; and had some close 
races also. In the Invitational, we had a lot of 
fun and swam well." 

In the sectional, Flatter Is hopeful that the 
team will do well. "We hope to get fourth 
place, but third !sa possibility," said Flatter. 

,"St. Charles should get first and Marmion 
second, but we could beat out West Aurora 

, for third. West Aurora has . an edge. ho­
wever, since they already beat us in a dual 
meet this year." 

Johnson believes that Gebhardt and 

Flatter are the two best to advance to state, 
but the free relay team might break the 
schoolrecord. · 

Reflecting back on the team's chances, 1 

Flatter said, "The main keys will be third 
place finishes by the medley relay and the 
400 meter relay." Other keys wlll be the 
placing of Flatter and Gebhardt, who are 
both looking to state, in the 50 and I 00 
meter freestyle. 

Hair shaving is often a tactic used to cut 
time and these swimmers are no exception. 
Both Flatter and Johnson believe that 
shaving Is important in determining both 
the Individual and team success. 

Next year, Johnson will have a good nu­
cleus returning. The J. V. team was 6-3 and 
the frosh-soph team did very well also. 
Some swimmers returning Include: Eugene 
Wagner, who swims in everything; Dave 
Sherriff, a freestyler; and Dan McNulty, a 
butterflyer. when asked. which swimmers 

- will be missed the . most, Johnson replied. 
· "Bill Gebhardt "wtti' be missed because he 
was a consistent point-getter over the past 

, 4 years. Rob Flatter, like Gebhardt, is an 
outstanding swlm10er, arid he will be mis­
sed too," said Johnson. "Also, Chris Wagner 
and Ed Rahe, who swim freestyle will be 
missed. Rahe has really Improved while 
only swimming two years. And Randy 
Ryan, a top butterflyer, will be hard to 
replace." 

Three We-go wrestlers 
advance to regionals 
by Mark Hoffer - ' 

Wildcat wrestlers Mike Christensen, Joe Tournament, Rodriguez first pinned Joe 
Rodriguez, and Rob Rlncones will advance Archabald of Naperville Central in the first 
to the sectional finals February 18 and 19. round in 5:34. Then he faced Wheaton 
All three are coming off second place fl- North's Dean Manone, ·whom he also de-

"nishes In the regional tournament. feated with a pin, this time In 3:10. In the 
Christensen will be entering with an championship match, Rodriguez easily de-

Impressive record of 32-6. His 126 pound cisloned last year's 98 pound conference 
weight class will be a very tough class, champion by a score of 11-1. Rodriguez 
according to Coach Bob Hlen. Ried Diehl of scored two sets of near fall points, but was 
Naperville Central and Pat Koubee Central, unable to get the pin. 
who has had only loss this year, will be In the Regional Tournament. Rodriguez 
rivaJs .for the championship. also finished second. He defeated Naperville 

Christensen captured first place in the Central's Charlie Campbell, 8-1; and Leo-
DVC Conference Tournament by beating nard Perry of Saint Charles. 6-5;· before 
Naperville Central's Rled Diehl 11-6. after being defeated 1-0 in the championship 
previously losing to him 6-4 In a dual meet match. Rodriguez will enter the Sectional 

. two weeks ago. In order to earn the right to Tournament with an overall record of 33-5. 
wrestle Deihl, Christensen first defeated Sophomore Rob Rincones, the Wildcat's 
Wheaton-Warrenville's Ian Drury In the 98 pound wrestler, rebounded from a fourth 
first round, ·9-4. In the second round, place finish In conference to take second 
Christensen defeated Glenbard North's place in regtonals. 
Dave Bagger, 5-1. • In the first round of the 

Next Christensen advanced to the Re- Tournament Rlncones got off to a quick 
gtonal Tournament on February 11 and 12 · start by pinning his opponent, Wheaton-
looking for that first place championship. Warrenville's Doug Stahler, in 14 seconds. 
but fell short, taking second place after With his pin, Rlncones set a record for 
losing an overtime referees' decision to DVC's 98 pounders. He lost his next match 
Deihl, whom he had defeated one week ago. by a score of 10-4, before he went on to 
In his trek to the championship match, defeat Wheaton Central's Steve Knipper by 
Christensen defeated Steve Galloway of twelve points. 14-2. 
West Aurora 17-2, and Batavia's Chris In his attempt for third place, Rincones 
Wurtz. 16-5. was pinned by Steve Kaltofer, of Wheaton 

Looking ahead to the State Finals, North, in 3:57. 
Christensen commented, "I want that first In his sectional matches, Rincones de-
place prize. butl will be happy to place In the feated all his opponents by pins, each faster 
top five." than the previous one, before losing his 

Capturing a Regional Championship can final match. · 
be a difficult task while healthy, but Joe His victims were: St. Charles' Gerald 
Rodriguez almost did it while wrestling with Guzman. 3:21; and Bill Helnman from Au-
a high fever. He came In second, losing in tora East. 1:31. In the championship 
the championship match 1-0. match, Rincones was pinned by Aurora 

Capturing first place at the Conference' West's ·Fred Concha in 43 seconds. 

Mike Christensen proves he is no "dummy" as he advaRced to the state wrestling tourna­
ment (photo by Mike Sitarz). , ,. , 
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W'rly can't Chicago produce a win·ner? 
by Bill Recchia 

What's wrong with the name Chicago? In the sporting woild. that 
name seems to be a jinx, for any team from Chicago seems to choke. It's 
called the dreaded "Chicago Syndrome." . 

First of all, the exception must be noted. Chicago teams have produced 
excellent soccer teams. The Chicago Sting won the World Soccer 
Championship two years ago, and West Chicago High School has pro­
duced some excellent soccer teams in recent years. That'_s where the 
exception ends. 

One must go back to 19fi>3 for the last football championship Chicago 
had (though West Chicago had a state champion in football in 197 4 ). This 
past year in football is an excellent example of the "Chicago Syndrome" 
that looms around Chicago teams. 

In order to gain a berth into the playoffs, the Chicago Bears had to beat 
Tampa Bay in the last game of the season. After gaining a big lead by 
halftime, the Bears choked and lost the game in overtime by a field goal 
with a last second field goal by Tampa. · 

Basketball teams in Chicago have not had any better luck. In 197 4, the 
Chicago Bulls had an excellent team. Many sportswriters considered 
them the best in the National Basketball Association (NBA). When they 

Girl_ ·cagers enter state 
tournament 
by Carol Earley 

The girls' varsity bas~etball team will 
take on Glenbard North at home on March 
3, and will begin at 7:30p.m. 

Both teams have a 1-9 win-loss confer­
ence record (at press time), and are tied for 
sixth place in the conference. 

In the first round of the sea~on, Glenbard 
North beat We-go by 20 points. "We were 
tired and we had a poor night," said West 
Chicago Coach La Vora Singleton about the 
game. Singleton also said that this time, she 
expects to-- best Glenbard North. We-go 
starter Sue Beedle said, "We can beat them 
if we play l~ke a team and play more ag­
gressive than them." 

Glenbard North Coach Kay Anderson 
said, "In order to win , we have to play the 
same way we played last time. It was our 
best game: The defense was good, the of­
fense was on, and everyone played well." 
Anderson also said that Glen bard will have 
to press We-go in order to win. 

Singleton said that Sue Becker and Stacey 
Anderson have been doing well, scoring In 
double figures. On the boards, Beth Brand 
has the highest average defensive re­
bounds, and Sue Becker has the highest 
average of offensive rebounds. 

Last time West Chicago played Glenbard 
North. Lyn Truchan led the Panthers In 

scoring with 24 points. Another leading 
scorer for the Panthers is guard Jamie 
Walker. Last 'round, she scored 14 points 
against We-go. Walker, though, has been 
out with tom ligaments, but Panther Coach 
Anderson expects her to be back strong and 
ready to play. . 

Wildcat Sue Becker said, "If we want to 
win, we must make more of our shots." 

Like most other schools, Glenbard North 
has ,a definite height advantage over West 
Chicago. Coach Anderson said that they will 
use this advantage to get more rebounds, 
both offensive and defensive. 

The Panther coach also said that If they 
don't play as well as before, they could find 
themselves under by twenty points instead 
of up by twenty. 

On March 7, the WildCats will take part In 
the Illinois State Basketball Regional 
Tournament. They will play Wheaton 
North, and If they win, We-go will then play 
the winner of Wheaton Warrenville and 
Wheaton Central game. These four schools 
are the only schools in this regional. 

.Singleton thinks that they can beat 
Wheaton North beC'ause they (We-go) 
should have bea~en Wheaton North last 
time they played them. In the last game 
against Wheaton North, the Wildcats made 

only 13 percent of-their free throws. "That 
hurt qs a lot," said Singleton. 

Fans prove to·be worthy. 
by Amy Zurawski 

Fans are an lmportantfactor of any game. 
They give needed support to the athletes 
and to the coaches. but they also can be 
detrimental to the game. 1 

It Is a common attitude among coaches 
and athletes that fans are a good thing. It is . 
recognized by many that they help win 
games and push the athletes 'to perform 
their best. Junior Mike Christensen ex­
pressed that they make you want to work 
harder, not only to please them. but to 
please yourself as well. 

Wrestling coach Bob Hein said, "When 
you have fans that care and are Interested in 
how players perform. It really helps them 
out." He says as a coach that he isn't af­
fected by the fans. but he thinks that his 
performance as a coach affects the players. 
"Some coaches who are relaxed just don't 
get their kids as worked up as one who gets 
excited with them. How the coaches act 
affects the fans also." 

Varsity Football Coach Ron Hansen says 
that fans don't really affect the strategy of 
the coaches. He says the coaches are 
usually aware of the things that are hap­
pening In the stands. "They (the coaches) 
try not to behave In a manner that would 
cause the crowd to react in a negative way. 
like harping at the officials," says Hansen. 
He also mentioned that yelling to put a 
certain player In doesn't have any. place In 

the game and often hurts the player more. 
than it helps them. 

Hein stated that the size of the crowd 
affects the way the players perform. In the 
absence of fans. players find it tough to get 
fired up." Hansen feels that there isn't en­
ough school spirit. He says that It would be 
nice to think that there Is 100 percent 
support all the time, but you hear too many 
people that mock the players and the coa­
ches during the game. Hansen says that a 
good rowdy group at game time is beneficial 
to the players. "Some players like more 
noise." they enjoy the support." says Hansen. 

Overall Hansen feels that fans are good 
but unfortunately you hear too much of the 
negative. "The average fan doesn't express 
themselves vocally - tt would be nice to 
hear less of the negative and more in sup­
port of the athletes." 

Fans can also have a bad affect on the 
players and the games. Hansen said that 
fans generally tend to be influenced mo~e by 
the negative reactions than the positive. 
Junior Pat Marsh said that if it is against 
you, the booing tends to get you down. but If 
it is for you. it makes you do better. 

Players In general don't seem to hear the 
fans because they are Involved In the game. 
but senior Bill Recchia claims "It is good to 
hear the crowd after you make a try or 
winning basket. The crowd makes your 
adrenalin flow." 

got into the playoffs (which is pretty good for a Chicago team), they choked 
to a weaker Golden State team. The "Chicago Syndrome" strikes again. 

College basketball has not produ£ed the winners in Chicago that many 
fans have hoped for either, if it sounds better. hi the past three years, 
highly ranked De Paul teams have been upset in the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA) Tournament to teams that were considered 
mediocre at best. 

Baseball in Chicago is the perfect example ofthe "Chicago Syndrome." 
Every year it seems that the Chicago Cubs start out great. Expectations 
build, only to have the hopes drop with their ever famous "June swoon." 

The year 1969 is a bad word in the minds of Cub fans. That's the year 
the Cubs seemed to be unbeatable, pulling off miracle win after win. 
Playoff tickets were even being printed. Then the "ChiCago Syndrome" 
struck. The Cubs lost game after game, allowing the New York Mets to 
win the pennant. 

It seems as though any team from Chicago is at a disadvantage before 
their season even starts. The solution to this situation is very simple. 
Since it seems that any team from Chicago i~ affected by this "Chicago 
Syndrome" we must change the name of the town. I don't believe there 
is anything called the "Okie-Fenokie Syndrome." 

ports schedule 
Girls Track and Field 
March 
5 Conant at Lake Park A 10 

am. 
12 Wheaton Warrenvltle and 

Rosary H 9:30am. 
25 Fenton Invitational A 4:30 

p.m. 
Girls Badminton 
March 
28 Romeoville A 4:30 p.m. 
30 York H 4:30p.m. 
Boys Track and Field 
March 
5 Fenton Invitational A 10 

a.m. 

12 Naperville Relajs A 9:30 
a.m. 

19 DuPage Valley Invitational 
at Glenbard South A 10 
am. 

Baseball 
March 
31 Batavia (V and 5) A 4:30 

p.m. 
Boys Basketball 
March 
3-4 
8-10 
15 
18·19 

Regionals TBA TBA 
Sectlonals TBA TBA 
Super Sectionals TBA TBA 
State Finals U Of! TBA 

Cats become disciplined 
by Sue Lindenmeier 

The West Chicago Wildcat basketball 
team closed their conference season under 
the .500 mark with a record of 5-8 (at press 
time). Though the team members and fans 
alike anticipated a better showing, there 
was a great deal of positive remarks made 
about the year. Senior guard, Dino Tiberi, 
regretted that they could not obtain a win­
ning season in his final year, and yet he said 
that·overall there was a "total team effort 
with everyone backing each other up with 
support." Tiberi added, "I think that playing 
together and being a team is one of the most 
important things to attain. I feel that we did 
this." 

The team lost a great deal of games by one 
or two point margins, with a great many of 
these games being decided In overtime. 
However, the team members agree that 
these,matches were lost because of"mental 
mistakes." Coach Mike Barborak defines 
these "mental mistakes" as being a let do~n 
of discipline. Barborak believes that some­
thing positive came out of these losses. 
"These losses helped us to discipline 
ourselves,· he stated .. "and this will help us 
when we go into regional play." Senior for­
ward Bill Recchia believes that one of the 

reasons that these losses were so disap­
pointing was because they ~were so close 
that we knew we could do it." 

West Chtcagu Is putting aside these de­
feats and looking on toward the state tour­
nament. Recchia feels that they "are en­
tering the third stage of the season." This 
third stage is the state tournaments. It Is at 
this point Recchia believes that they "can 
prove that we are a good team: 

Barborak feels that the players "are 
looking forward to playing Glen bard North. • 
"I think," he added, ~that they still believe 
that there is a score to be settled despite 
their last victory over them." Junior Ed 
Martin feels the key to a good showing in 
regionals is to ~play together as a real team 
such that a win In regionals is a reachable 
goal." 

Looking to next year, Barborak Is very 
optimistic. He believes that the difference 
will be made in discipline. However, he is 
quick to admit that the conference will be 
just as difficult as he believes it is this year. 

. Though Barborak believes that mental 
conditioning and concentration will give 
the .so deserving team the conference. He Is 
hoping that his team will be that one. 

Wildcat Lee Dunsey (10) looks heaven bound for a regional championship (photo by 
Mike Sitarz). 
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