












the Carbondale Holiday 
Tournament. the time .is late December 
1979, and freshman Bill Recchia Is sent into 
the game byVarsity Head Coach Paul Netzel. 

Recchia recalls the situation very quickly, 
"I was fouled right after I went into the 
game. My first free throw, · which was my 
first varsity shot ever, was ·an airball. The 
crowd sensed that I'd miss the next one, so 
they really got loud. I made the next shot. 
but we stllllost the game. It Was quite an ex­
perience." 

Recchia was moved up to varsity after 
some Impressive sophomore games. Against 
Wheaton North, he had 22 points and 20 
rebounds. After this game, Netzel moved 
him up for the Christmas tournament 

When Recchia was asked ·about freshman 
year on varsity, he said that it was tough 
and frustrating sitting on the bench after 
playing so much before, but It was a learn­
ing experience. 

"Practicing against an all-area selection 
like Chris Rowland and the other varsity 
players certainly helped me a lot during my 
sophomore year," claims Recchia He says 
that he was accepted right away by the 
players, but he feared he would lose his 
friends that were freshmen. "My freshman 
friends really stuck behind though," said 
Recchia 

Former Coach Netzel was asked what he 
saw for Recchia's future when he was a 
freshman. "One main thing was 
leadership," said Netzel. "Another was more 
Improvement and consistency In his play. I 
moved him up as a freshman because of a 
coaching philosophy of mine. When I saw 
someone who had potential on the lower 
levels, like Bill, I would bring him up 
because It is something to help build 
programs with." He cited Don Stockton and 
Vic Mercado as two other freshmen who 
played varsity ball as freshmen. 

Netzel commented on Recchia's first var-

slty game, saying, "His eyes were like 
saucers when he went out there." Netzel also 
thought that the varsity time as a freshman 
definitely helped him the next couple of 
years, and he thought Recchia had turned 
out just the way he thought he would. 

In Recchia's sophomore year, he averaged 
17.8 points per game and averaged In dou­
ble digits In rebounds also. He was named to 
the DuPage Valley All Conference team for 
his play. Last year Recchia averaged 22 
points pee game, and was again named to 
the DVC All Conference team, this time a 
unanimous choice. He broke three tourna­
ment records at the Wheeling Christmas 
Tourney last year. and was named to the all 
tournament team, a feat he repeated this 
year. The three records he set at that tour­
nament were most points In a single game 
(38), most rebounds in a single game ( 17). 
and most field goals In a tournament (38). 

Recchia is presently 15 points (at press 
time) away from breaking Don Stockton's 
career scoring record of 1246 points. 
Stockton played from I 976-79 at We-go. The 
record wasn't recognizable to Recchia until 
Stockton mentioned that he was close to It 
last year. Netzel thought that Recchia had a 
chance to break tqe record. "In the back of 
my mind I thought he could do it. because 
records are made to be broken." 

When asked to compare Stockton and 
Recchia Netzel said, "BiD and Don were 
counted on by the team to get the crucial 
baskets, and both were counted on as 
leaders. They both lead by example, and 
both did evetything the way it should be 
done. Bill has more of a fluid shooting mo­
tion. but Don was a better ballhandler. The 
rebounding between the two is equal," said 
Netzel. Netzel also added that he felt bad in 
leaving when he had an opportunity to 
coach two players of the caliber of Recchia 
and Stockton. 

Varsity Head Coach Mike Barborak. when 

Jock shorts 
:Morris once again 

Tonight our Wildcat swim team will travel 
to Morris High School fora dual meet We-go 
has already defeated Morris once this 
season In We-go's Invitational. Festivities 
will begin at 4:30. 

Second round to 
begin this weekend 

Tomorrow night the boys' basketball 
team will travel to Naperville Central for the 

. last game in the first round of DVC play. 
begin at 6:30. 

Saturday night will see the Wildcats 
travel to Glenbard North to take on the 
defending DVC champs. The Wildcats lost to 
Glen bard North earlier in the season 72-62. 
This game will begin the second round of 
DVC play. Games begin at 6:30. 

Conference meets 
end with Naperville 

Tomorrow night will also see our 
wrestlers host Naperville Central. According 
to Coach Jeff Ainsworth. Naperville Central 
has the most returning seniors of any other 
squad in the conference. The meet will 
begin at 6:30. 

Saturday will also see our wrestlers at 
home, this time against the Ncwervtlle North 
Huskies. All matches will begin at 1:30 

Girls finish first round 
action 

Saturday will see our girls travel to Naper­
ville Central to take on the Redskins. The 
key player to watch on Naperville Central is 
Teny Hip. Game begins at 1:30 p.m. 

Tomorrow night the WUdcats will take on first place Naperville Central. The Cats must 
stop the inside game of the Redskins to win. (photo by Mike Sitarz) 
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asked why Recchia was so successful. said, 
"He works hard, has a good attitude. is very 
coachable, and carries out suggestions to 
improve very well." 

Barborak thought a main reason Recchia 
had a chance to break the record was 
because of his soft shooting touch and his 
good shooting form. 

Recchia himself attributed .what success 
he has had to playing varsity as a freshman. 
having coaches and teammates support 

': ,: ,···· 

IUm, and from having very unselfish team­
mates. 'Without the passes from my team­
mates, I would never have scored so many 
points. It takes everybody together to obtain 
success," said Recchia 

Recchia plans to go on to college. 
hopefully with a scholarship and plans to 
major in business administration. Recchia 

· says that many schools have expressed In­
terest in him, and hopes to play In Division I 
basketball. 

Bill Recchia broke the school's career scoring record last Friday night against Glenbard 
South. The old record was 1246-points. (photo by Mike Sitarz) 

Students gain leadership 
and responsibilitY · 
by Sue Lindenmeier 

There is a certain group of students in 
the high school who are given a chance to 
gain experience in leadership and respon-

. sibility. These people are the student leaders 
who go through a year of training in order 
to help the teacher conduct the various P.E. 
classes. 

This year of training includes a cadet 
program in which one experiences exercises 
In lesson planning. life saving, student . 
leading and other types of skill developing 
routines. One leader, Dino Tiberi. describes 
the cadet program as "more of a classroom 
type experience. The training to be a P.E. 
leader is much harder than a regular P.E . 
class." Tibert adds. "There's a lot more ex­
pected of you and it Is much harder to get a 
good grade." 

Not anyone can get into the cadet 

program. One must apply and then be selec­
ted by the P.E. teachers. Sophomores are 
given a chance to apply for the cadet 
program toward the end of their sophomore 
year. Those chosen are done so for many 
reasons with stress on leadership qualiUes. 

. responsibility, and dependability. One 
cadet. Bruce Fraser, liked this exclusive 
selection because he felt' that one could play 
an activity with continuity. "Everyone In the 
class Is selected and they are more serious 
about what they are doing," he added. 

Senior leader Bryan Block is glad he 
took the program but readily admits that it 
took more of his time and was more dif­
ficult. 

These P.E. leaders all agree on the fact 
that. the program is a good one but takes a 
certain amount of commitment to become a 
good leader. 

State ehamps at \f!e-go 
by John James 

Can West Chicago's ski team win again? 
Since the High School ski competition 
began _two years ago, West Chicago has won· 
the championship both years. The West 
Chicago park district sponsors the team 
which Is managed and coached by Social 
Studies teacher Steve Arnold. 

Two yeaJ"S ago, VIlla Olivia initiated a 
program of Inviting high school ski teams to 
compete against each other. Each team en­
ters 15 skiers into the NASTAR competition. 
Skiets compete individually against skiers 
from other schools. If he or she wins their 
event, the team gets five points. second 
place gets three points and third place gets 
one point The team with the most points 
wins the tournament. 

Each team competes twice, against dif­
ferent teams each time, and If they win at 
least one of those two, they are eligible for 
championship competition. 

Arnold doesn't know how good his team 
will be this year. "Our skiers have been so 
much better in past meets than other skiers 

that you could tell b watching them that 
they were . from West Chicago," he stated .. 
"Many of our better skiers graduated," he 
continued, "I don't know how good the new 
skiers will be." 

He admits enthusiasm about all of the ski 
programs from West Chicago is very good. 
As of now the team is a couple people short 
of being full. Arnold hopes, · 'We might get a 
complete team by the time the events start" 

The schools participating In this com­
petition are from all over the northern Il­
linois area The only other team from our 
conference is Naperville North. This is the 
only ski competition of Its kind in the state, 
according to Arnold. "Since we won the only 
competition in the state the past two years, I 
like to think we're the state champs," he 
boasted. 

This year, the first two meets for West 
Chicago will be on January 11 and J8. Both 
will start at 6 p.m. at Villa Olivia Cham­
pionship competition begins on the after­
noon of February 13. 

.... 



Grapplers faCe. foug h, veteran ·squad 
by Mark Hoffer 

Tonight our wrestling Wildcats will try to 
keep NaperVIlle Central from beating them 
two years in a row. Last year, West Chicago 
lost a class meet 32-24. Assistant We-go 
Coach Jeff Ainsworth said that Naperv!lle 
Central Is a very strong team. "They 
probably have the most returning seniors of 
any team In the conference." 

Twins Dave Delli, wrestling at 126 
pounds, and Reed Delli, at 132 pounds, will 
anchor the NaperVIlle team. Juniors Joe 
Rodriguez at 119 pounds and Barrett 
Carlson at 132 pounds as well as senior 
Lupe Vela will try to anchor the We-go team. 

"It will be close, win or lose, not a walk 
away," commented assistant NaperVIlle Cen­
tral JV Coach Gary Matlock when he was 
asked how they expected to do against the 
Wildcats. Head coach for NaperVIlle Central, 
Bill Young. feels pretty positive that he can 
beat the Wildcats. "We will be stronger by. 
the time we wrestle them; and If we get some 
guys back (from injury), we can beat them. If 
we don't get them back. It should be equal." 

·'We need to wrestle tough - hand out 
some upsets. We are tough where they are 
tough," commented Coach Jeff Ainsworth 
about this meet 'We need to win in the 
lower weights." 

The JV team will try to continue their 
winning streak against NaperVIlle Central. 
having beat them heartedly last year 43-12. 

freshman Coach Jon Volz. "Everybody Is 
willing to work hard, and all our wins have 
been strong wins, not flukes." · 

Saturday, the Wildcats will once again try 
to defeat the NaperVIlle North Huskies. Last 
year the Wildcats handed the Huskies a 
·close 31-27 defeat 

Head varsity coach for NaperVIlle North. 
Stan Grusylsa. said that his team Is In a 
rebuilding year having lost a lot of senior 

wrestlers and now haVIng many younger 
peopl.e wrestling for them. So far. NaperVIlle 
North has a 2-1 conference record as of 
press time. · 

The freshman team will be trying for a 
win having suffered a humiliating defeat 
last year losing 50-12. John Koke at 132 
ppunds and Nick Ponzo at 167 pounds will 
help push the Wildcats on to a Victory. 

The JV team, coached by Jeff Ainsworth. 

will be taking part In the Hlnsda1e" South 
Tournament Saturday. Last year the JV 
team took second place. This year they hope 
to Improve that standing. 

Before Christmas vacation, the Wildcats 
lost a heartbreaking meet to Wheaton 
North. losing by qne point, 24-23. Pat Marsh 
at 112 pounds, Rodriguez at 119 pounds 
and Mike Chlistensen won their matches 
by under eight points. Vela and Roy 
Rodriguez at 185 pounds. both won their 
matches scoring 15 points. 

In a dual meet against Plainfield and 
Bolingbrook, the Wildcats soundly defeated 
the eighth ranked Plainfield team 39-18. 
Junior Wildcat Rodriguez kept his un­
defeated streak in tact with his win. 
Rodriguez's record Is 13-0. Other winners 
were Rob Rlncones at 98 pounds. Pat Marsh 
at 112 pounds. Christensen at 126 pounds, 
Carlson at 132 pounds. Shawn Wilson at 
136 pounds and Vela at 155 pounds. 

In the second of the Christmas meets 
West Chicago lost to Bolingbrook 39-18. 
Rodriguez and Vela both pinned their oppo­
nents while Carlson won a decision In his 
match. Marsh tied in his match. 

Over Christmas vacation, the wrestling 
Wildcats participated in the Hinsdale South 
Tournament. They took seventh place. 
George Cruz at I 05 pounds captured 
second place while Rodriguez and Vela both 
captured sixth place. Glenbard North cap­
tured first place honors at the tournament Three undefeated wrestlers will anchor 

the freshman team. Walters at 155 pounds, 
Adam O'Dell at 145 pounds, and Brian 
Blackmore at 112 pounds. "The freshman 
teum Is good all down the line," mentioned 

Pat Marsh (back) defeated his opponent by an 8-3 decision last week. Tomorrow night, 
Marsh and his teammates will take on NapeMlle Central. (photo by Mike Sitarz) 

West Chicago has two more varsity meets 
before the DVC varsity tourney February 11 
and 12. Following that tournament is the 
first round of the playoffs. 

Boys' Basketball 
Jan. 
21 Naperv!lleCent A-Var. 
22 Glenbard North A-Var. 
28 Wheaton Warr. H-Var. 
Feb. 
4 · Wheaton North H-Var. 
11 Wheaton Central A-Var. 
12 Geneva A-Var. 

8p.m. 
8p.m. 
8p.m. 

8p.m. 
8p.m. 
7:30p.m. 

Girls' Basketball. 
Jan. 
27 Wheaton Warr. 
28 Glen bard North 

H 
A 

Feb. 
3 
lO 
17 

Wheaton North H 
Wheaton Central A 
NaperVIlle North A 

Y,YJrter sports schedUle 
Jan. 
21 
22 
22 
27 
29 

29 

NaperVIlle Cent H 
NaperVIlle North H 
DeKalb Toum. A 
StCharles A 
Oswego: Romeo- A 
ville at Oswego 
D.V.C. Var. tourn. A 

· at NapervUie Cent 
Feb. 
11/ 12 Dtst Tourn. 
Boys' Swimming 
Jan. 
20 
25 
29 

A 
A 
A 
iDivlng) 

6:30p.m. 
1:30p.m. 
9am. 
6:30p.m. 
12p.m. 

6:30p.m. 

TBA 

4:30p.m. 
6:30p.m. 
9:30am. 

Morris ] 
Naperville Cent 
NaperVIlle Cent 
Invitational at 
NaperVIlle North A 1:30p.m. 

(Swimming) 
Feb. 
4 Waubonie Valley A 5p.m. 

' lnv. (Diving) 
5 Waubonsle Valley A 12p.m., 

Inv. (Swimming) 

6p.m. 
6p.m 

6p.m. 
6p.m. 
6p.m . . 

eager's must stop Hip 
'\!--~ • ' 

by Carol Earley 
The girls' varsity basketball team will 

take on the NaperVIlle Central Redskins on 
January22. 

The contest will be held at NaperVIlle Cen­
tral. and will begin at 1:30 p.m. 

The Wildcats have a 0-2 win-loss record 
lp conference after losing 53-25 to Wheaton 
North and 50-23 to Wheaton-Warrenville. 
They have a 3-7 overall record. 

The Redsklns have a 1-0 conference 
record after beating Glenbard South by a 
score of 53-42. They aJso have an 8-2 overall 
record. The NaperVIlle Central team was 
named as one of the top 15 teams In the 
state by the Chicago Sun Times. 

Coach l.aVora Singleton said that Stacey 
Anderson. Sue Becker, Alyson Dieter and 
Karin Hensge have been "playing well for 
us" In the last two out of three games. But 
even with them doing well, Singleton says 
that the team Is still very Inconsistent. One 
game their shooting percentage was 54 per­
cent. while another game It was only seven 
percent 

NapeiV1lle Central is an "extremely strong 
team," said S1ngleton. Terry Hlp, a return-

lng senior, was chosen to the all-conference 
basketball. team last year. Hip now averages 
15 points a game and 13 to 14 rebounds per 
game. Singleton added, "If we're going to 
succeed, we'll have to shut down Hlp." 

Even though Naperville Central has Teny 
Hlp, Coach John Schafer said, "The girls 
play very well together and play as good as a 
team Instead of centering the team around 
one person." 

Senior Sue Beedle said. "I think we can 
with them and play good ball if we don't let 
them Intimidate us with their height." 

Susan Becker said that most teams have 
a significant height difference over us. 

AJyson Dieter said, 'We should do well on 
our defense because our defense Is good. 
Our offense will be good if we can get the 
good positioning we need." 

Beedle also said, 'We need to be much 
more aggressive with kind of team on of­
fense." 

Last year. the Wildcats lost both of their 
games -to the Red skins. Becker added that . 
the team Is going to have to work together to 
achieve their goal of winning. 

Inside game. to decide 
r-------------------------------------~------------~ . byMikePerena 

'' EVERYTHING IN SPORTS'' 
~ 

For all your skiing needs 
including top apparel 

and equipment. 
]13 w Front St. * Wheaton * 668-6321 

The varsity boys basketball team will 
travel to Naperville Central on January 21, 
to take on the Redsklns in a game which Is 
said to be a battle of the Inside. 

Wildcat Coach Mike Barborak feels 
· NaperVIlle Central will be tough to beat, but 
If the Wildcats can control the tempo of the 
game and penetrate Inside, they should 
come out with the Victory. 

The Redsklns finished fourth In con­
ference last year. and the Wildcats took fifth. 
This should predict a fairly even match up. 

Senior Co-captain Bryan Block feels dif­
ferently. 'We definitely have more talent, 
and If we shut down Brian Deiss. we will 
win." 

Naperville Central Coach Bob Sterr 
states that "the need to shut down Bill 
Recchia and to play their game of a pre­
delivered offense Is essential for a Naperville 
victory." 

Key players to watch from Naperv!Ue are 
6-4. junior forwru:cJ Brian Deiss and 6-2, 
senior forward John Rhodes. 

Coach Barborak stresses the need to keep 
Deiss and Rhodes out from underneath the 
basket, because this Is where they can hurt 
the Wildcats. 

Co-captain Bill Recchia commented, "The 
Redskins capitalize on every one of your 
mistakes. If we keep our mistakes to a 
minimum, we can beat them." 
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