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Lower weights will tell - Sfory fonight

by Mark Hoffer

“It will be the traditional dogfight it has

always been,” commented assistant
* Wheaton North Coach Jack Schomig about
tonight's meet against West Chicago.

The Falcons recad last year was an im-
pressive 14-1; including a win over West
Chicago. Tonight the Wildcats will try and
change all that.

“We have good lower weights" stated
head Wheaton North Coach Dale Pierre, “we

will be closer, scorewise, to We-go than any

other team because they also are strong in
the lower weights.” Junior Barrett Carlson
feels the same by saying, “We are strong
where they are strong.”

Scott Pierre, Kraig Tagany, and Ken Huck
will help the Falcons battle it out in the
lower weights. Joe Rodriguez, Pat March,
Barrett Carlson, and Mike Christansen will
help the Wildcats as they try for the win.

“We will win, if we wrestle up to our
potential,” commented Senior Kevin Mende,
who feels confident he will get more varsity
time this year. “If we win some key matches
in the lower weights,” said Junior Joe
Rodriguez, “we can win.”

Frosh Coach Jon Volz feels that the meet
will be very close, with the win gearing
either way. “I'm pleased with the way the

fréshman team has done so far, and am con-

" fident we can do well.” Coach Volz will wres-

tle his 17 man team against Wheaton
North's 65 man team.

The Varsity team started off the season

with a disappojnting loss to a strong Lyons

Township team. Lyons had a dual-meet

Eric Odell (top) has the advantage over this Wheaton Warrenville opponent in West

record last year of 12-2.

Wildcats Joe Rodriguez, 119 pounds, and
Mike Christansen, 132 pounds, both gave a
valiant try in the loss. Kevin Mende, 167
pounds, added a thrill to the meet for the
Wildcats with an exciting last minute tie.

Ninetv-eight pounder Dave Worthy and

Chlcugo s victory last Fiiday. (photo by Michael Sitarz)

Kraft speaks out

by Bill Recchia

Participating in collegiate athletics is a
dream that many high school athletes often
think about. The athlete must then ask, “Do
I know what [ am getting into?" '

Mike Kraft, West Chicago's Illinois High
School Associations State Wrestling cham-
pion at the 167 pound level last year,
received a full scholarship to Northwestern
University.

When asked whether or not college
athletics is the big business that everyone
hears about, Kraft said that he really doesn’t
see it as one. “The school really takes good
care of us (his team).”

“There is a lot set up for us to help us .

with our school work," claims Kraft. He con-
tinued, “They set up special programs and
have tutors for us, too.”

Kraft said that the major difference bet-
ween the classes of high school and college
is that you attend classes much less, but
there is a considerable more amount of
work in college. “The conflict in high school
begween school work and athletics fis -
fiothing compared to college. It takes so

much more time, and the hours are so
much harder.”

Kraft feels that the major difference bet-
ween high school and college athletics is the
association with your teammates. “You are
rarely in a class with a teammate, so you
don't have time to talk. You really don't get
to know people as well in college. High
school is more of group concentrated, as to
where college concentrates ‘more on in-
dividualism.”

University, feels that there is a large dif-*
- ference between high school and
college athletics. (photo by Michael.
Sitarz)

Frees’rylers strong for
We-go at Invitational

by Dan Barry

West Chicago’'s swimming and diving
teams will host the annual Wildcat Relays
this Saturday at 1 p.m., with the diving com-
petition starting at 9 am. Going into the

. meet, our Wildcat Swim Team hopes to
finish “in the top three,” says swim team
Coach Dan Johnson.

In this invitational meet, there aren’t any
individual events, as the name implies, so
there isn't any one key person on the team,
but overall the team's strongest events will
be freestyle relays.

Coach - Johnson feels he has two

“outstanding freestylers” on the team this
year; Bill Gebhart and Rob Flatter. Other
solid Wildcat freestyle swimmers are Dave
Sheriff, Eugene Wagner, and Chris Wagner.
Johnson also said breaststroke would be

another strongpoint for them. Juniors Bill
Haverty and Greg: Otto are two of the
breastroke swimmers for We-go. /

Both Johnson and Gebhart believe West
Aurora will finish high in the meet. Gebhart
also thinks West Chicago might finish as
low as “fifth” place. Johnson says Stagg will
probably be the top team at the meet. His
reason for that is Stagg has two good swim-
mers in the state meet last year which are
returning again this year.

The ten other teams in the meet include:
Lockport, McHenry, Morris, Wabonsie
Valley, Chicago Whitney Young, Elgin,
Oakforest, Tinley Park, and West Chicago.
From these 12 schools, approximately three
hundred and fifty swimmers will participate
in the meet.
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Mike Kroﬂ a freshman at Northwestem |

132 pounder, Dave Romero, won their
matches in the Junior Varsity loss to Lyons.
The Lyons JV team was undefeated last
year.

The. Frosh team gave Lyons their best
challenge in a long time. “We-go's freshman
team was the best team we have faced in a
long time" stated the Lyons freshman
Coach. Freshman wrestlérs are: Blackmore,
112 pounds; Odell, 145 pounds; Wattes, 155
pounds; and Ralo, 185 pounds, all won their
matches by pins.

The Wildcats improved their placement
in the Wildcat Invitational by moving up
from a third place finish last year to a
second place finish this year.

Proviso East once again captured first
place honors, with six first place champions
to West Chicago’s three.

Top finishers for the Wildcats were: Joe
Rodriguez, 119 pounds; Rob Taylor, 167
pounds; and Raul Hernandez, HWT. Her-
nandez turned in the fastest pin of the tour-
nament for the Wildcats, pinning his oppo-
nent in 44 seconds to take first place.

Geoge Cruz, Pat March, and Mike
Christansen all took second place in the
‘tournament.

Wrestling SRt 1
Dec. 17  Bolingbrook; Plain- Al0am
field at Bolingbrook
Dec, 22-23 Hinsdale Central Alpm
Tournament (V) 4
Jan.7 Wheaton Central A6:30 pm
Jan. 8 Homewood Tournament ATBA
Jan. 14  Glenbard South A6:30 pm
Jan.15  Lakepark, York
Willowbrook
Frosh at Willowbrook 10 am. J.V.
at York 1 p.m.
Vars. at Lakepark 1:30 p.m.
Boy's Swimming A
Dec.18 We-goInvitational =~ H9:30am
diving
1 pm swimming
Jan. 4 Marmion H7 pm
Jan.11  Larkin A5pm
Jan. 13  Elgin ATBA
Jan.15  Shepard Relays A4:30pm
. . J

& &

Boy's Basketball Girls Basketball

Dec.17  Wheaton North AVars.8pm Dec.18 WheatonNorth A6pm

Dec. 27-30 Wheeling Tournament ~ ATBA Dec. 27-19 We-go Tournament HTBA
(Karsity) Jan. 6 Wheaton Central H6pm

Dec. 27-29 St. Charles Tourn- ATBA Jan.8 Streamwood A 1:30 pm
ment (Sophomore) Jan.13  Glenbard South H6pm

Jan. 14  Glenbard South H7:45pm Jan.15  Naperville North A 1:30 pm

Jan.15 Marmion AVars. 8 pm

Winter sports schedule

113 W Front St. ¥

EVERYTHING IN SPORTS &
For all your skiing needs

including fop apparel
and equipment.

“Wheaton

* 668-6321
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