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Teachers are athletes 100

by Bill Recchia

Many of our teachers in West Chicago
have participated in intercollegiate and
semi-pro athletics, with a few of them still
active in their sport. These sports range
from baseball, basketball, football, and
softball to swimming, track, volleyball, and
wrestling,

English teacher Tim Courtney is just one
of the few faculty members who participated
in baseball. After being a catcher at Illinois
Benedictine College from 1971-72, he now
plays for the Chicago Titans, a semi-pro
team in Chicago.

With the Titans, Courtney has won the
golden glove award five times, and most
valuable player award twice. He plays the
positions of catcher and second base.

PE and Driver Education teacher Dick
Howard was a member of the Western II-
linois University baseball team from 1961-
65. In his four years at Western, Howard
received All-American honors his senior
year for his pitching duties, along with cap-
tain of the team. He was also named to the
all-conference team all four years of his
college career. As a pitcher, Howard lost only
two games in his four years at WIU.

Also in his senior year, his team captured
the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) championship.

Health and PE teacher Jeff Stewart also
participates in a semi-pro baseball league,
his being in Schaumburg, Stewart not only
pitches, but the team is considered “his.”
Stewart organized this team, and along with
six other teams, is forming what he calls the

“premier-league in the area.” Stewart
describes the league as a “good collegiate
summer league.”

PE and Driver Education teacher Steve
Kimery played basketball at Greenville Un-
iversity from 1958-62. Kimery started for
three years as a guard, made the all-confer-
ence team, and was captain in his senior
year. Also in his senior year, Kimery was
named to Youth in Action magazine's All-
American team.

History teacher George Strecker attended
Washington University in St. Louis and
played basketball from 1960-61. He started
as a forward and earned a varsity letter. He
also led his team in rebounds.

Math teacher Lee Yunker also played
basketball, but at Elmhurst College from
1959-63. He started all four years as a
forward, was captain his junior and senior
years, and led the team in rebounds and
assists.

Social Studies teacher Steve Arnold
played football at North Central College in
1967. In that season, Arnold played the posi-
tion of offensive end and earned a varsity
letter.

PE and Driver Education teacher Jeff
Ainsworth played football at Northern II-
linois University from 1968-72. During his
four years on the team, Ainsworth played of-
fensive guard and tackle, and started for
three years.

Science teacher Bob Owens also played
football at NIU, but from 1962-65, and the
1969-70 season. Owens played the positions

We-go netters In
Francis Tourney

byMarkHoﬂer

Wheaton North and St. Francis will be the
teams to beat at the 1st Annual St. Francis
volleyball tournament, claims West Chicago
Coach Gail George, on October 15 and 16.
We-go hopes to do well in the tournament
which includes all the other Wheaton
schools and Lisle.

the team to break down. When asked how
the team will do in the tournament, Coach
George replied, “If we play heads up

volleyball, we can win."”

George also said that succeeding in this
tournament is going to depend heavily on a
team effort by all the girls

éue Beedle gets ready td return a spike by her opponent. (photo courtesy of The

West Chicago Press)

West Chicago got off to a slow start this
year having a conference press time record
of '1-4 with their only victory being against
Wheaton North.

Coach George said that the Wildcats jum-
ped into the lead in many of their games,
but mental mistakes and lack of zest caused

A
“If we are positive, work hard, and
eliminate mental mistakes, we can win,”
says junior Lisa McDonald of the upcomlng
tournament.
The St. Francis tournament is important
for the team, allowing them to improve their
skills before continuing on with the season.

of defensive end and tackle, and started his
junior and senior years. He lettered for three
years, and his team won two national small
college championships. Owens is a Science
teacher.

Larry Parker, a PE teacher, played football
at Nebraska Wesleyan University from 1966-
70. For his first two years, he played defen-
sive end and tackle, but due to knee
problems, he played offensive tackle his
final two years. ;

Parker started and lettered all four years:

and freshman year was voted the team’s
outstanding freshman. In his junior and
senior years, he was the offensive line's
most valuable player, and was co-captain
his senior yer. He also made the college all
state team in 1970. .

Stewart also participated in football, but
played at the University of Illinois from
1973-76. He played quarterback and let
‘tered in his 1975-76 season.

Joan Ferguson participated in softball for
four years at Michigan State University, and
was named all-state in her college career.
Ferguson is a PE teacher.

Arnold also participated in track at North
Central, and ran the event of the half mile.
Arnold lettered for his track achievements.

Yunker was a member of Elmhurst
College's track team. In his four years on the
varsity team, he threw the javelin and the
discus, and occasionally threw the shot put.

Amy Gibson was a swimmer at the Un-
iversity of Illinois from 1974-76. In 1974,
she went to the National Meet for three

events. In 1975, she qualified for Nationals,
but was unable to attend due to lack of
school funds. In the same year, she placed
fourth and sixth in certain events at the Big
Ten Invitational Gibson is a PE teacher.

PE teacher Dan Johnson was also a
swimmer, but at Northern lowa University
from 1971-75. Johnson lettered all four
years, and in his sophomore year won the
conference championship in his event. He
was the captain of his team his junior and
senior years, and in his senior year was
voted the team's Most Valuable Player.
Johnson'’s team was the conference champs
all four years of his college career.

Ferguson also participated in volleyball
for three years at Michigan State. In her
college career, she earned seven varsity let-
ters for all sports combined.

Bob Hein competed in wrestling at lowa
State University at Ames from 1957-61, at
the 130 or 137 pound level. Hein lettered
twice, but was mostly a fill in. In his four
years at lowa State, his team finished no
lower than third in the nation. Hein is a PE
and Health teacher.

Terri Zimmerman, a Social Studies
teacher, also participates in baseball. He
plays on the Chicago Titans along with
Courtney. He has played for the last three
seasons, playing the positions of pitcher,
third base, and outfield.

Due to an early press deadline, The
Bridge is unable to include all teachers in-
volved in sports. The Bridge apologizes for
any teachers not mentioned in this article.
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Choice!

“ EVERYTHING IN SPORTS ”

Ishe

Come on in and ask about
our spring frack and
baseball specials.

% Wheaton %

668-6321

~ Mill Race

Inn.

Geneva, llinois

“  THE INN — in our 50th year, serving American fare
at luncheon, at dinner and now at Sunday country breakfast.

THE MILL GRILL — serving grilled fare and intimacy
: late morning through late night.

THE GAZEBQO — serving cocktatls alfresco,

country-made charcuterie and
music under the stars.

open every day

232-2030
At the Fox River Bridge
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