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Tennis feam wins districts

by Bill Recchia ;

Another-achievement was added to the
We-go boys tennis team’s list by winning the
district: meet for the second consecutive
year. As a team, they scored 10 points to
Wheaton North's 8% and Batavia's 7.

“We knew we had tough opponents in
Wheaton North and Batavia, but we also
knew we had'a chance to win,” claims junior
singles player, Gregg VanDine.

VanDine says that the team had a confi-
dent, but not cocky attitude going into the
districts.

Second double’s player, Bruce Fraser (a
sophomore), says that much of their
success in districts depended on their draw.
“We got an excellent draw by getting Saint
Francis,” claims Fraser.

With their victory in districts, the team
will now advance to the state meet. Two dou-
bles teams and two singles teams will play
in the tournament.

Number one doubles team consists of

sophomore Dave Gary and junior Mark
Matijasevich; and number two doubles team
is made up of junior Tom Butler and senior
Randy Turner. VanDine will play number
one singles, with Fraser playing number
two. }

“Qur goal is to score ten points in the
state -meet,” claims Fraser. "Ten points
should put us in the top 15 teams.”

VaiiDine feels that the team's goal is at-
tainable, but it will be very tough to achieve.

. VanDine stresses that much of their

success relies on their draw.

The team ended with an awesome 16-1
dual meet record. As a team, they tied for
third in conference with Wheaton North.

“It was a little disappointing at the con-
ference meet,” claims Coach Wayne Kosek.
“We knew that we could beat almost all of
the teams, but we weren't deep enough to
score more points and finish higher than
wedid."

Hansen named head

coach

by Bill Recchia

After Larry Parker resigned as head foot-
ball coach, the question was, who will be his
replacement? That question was answered
on May 18 when the Board of Education ac-
cepted Coach Ron Hansen's application for
the job.

“We went to ‘Butch’ (Hansen) first
because we felt he was the most qualified. If
he wasn't interested. we would have looked
for others interested within the school and
outside of the district,” says Principal
Richard DuFour. DuFour explains that
since Parker didn't resign as a teacher,
there was no opening for a new teacher, and
it was best that they were able to stay within
the district.

Hansen said that before taking the job, he
had to weigh the pros and cons, and that
this seemed to be the way to go.

“The reasons for him being named head
coach were because of his proven abilityasa
coach and the fact that he is held in such
high regard. and he is an excellent model

figure for the student athlete,” claims
DuFour.

He is not only a gentleman,” continued
DuFour, “but he is someone the students
can look upto.”

“We will have to start making plans for
the fall as soon as the baseball season is
over,” Hansen said.

Coach Hansen feels “optimistic” about
next year's team. “We have a good nucleus of
kids coming back, but it will take a lot of
hard work from both the kids and the
coaches.”

I've had excellent coaches before me, and
it's going to be tough to keep up the prece-
dent they've set,” explains Hansen.

Hansen said that his coaching plans for
next year will not differ greatly from that of
Parker's. "1 am sure some things will be
done differently, which is true of any
coaching change. I do not anticipate any
great changes, though,” Hansen added.

Where are fhey going?

by Bill Recchia

Receiving an athletic scholarship is the
dream of many high school athletes, and for
three We-go athletes, this has become a
reality.

All-American wrestler Mike Kraft received
a scholarship from Northwestern University'
in Evanston, Illinois.

Kraft's two reasons for attending
Northwestern are because it's close and
because of its high academic standards.
“The school's biggest asset is that its educa-
tion is worth a great deal when you get out.”

Kraft hopes tht he will make the varsity
squad his freshman year. "l guess my
chances are pretty good, but I guess I'll find
out when I get there because I've never
wrestled at the college level before.”

The second We-go athlete receiving an
athletic scholarship is All-Conference foot-
ball player, Don Barlass. He will be attending
Northern Colorado University next fall.

“1 was very impressed by the coaching
stall ‘and the general academics of  the
school.” Barlass claims.

Barlass feels that his chances of playing
next year are excellent. "Their fullback
situation is bleak right now, due to injuries.
Their coach says that I can fit well into the
program due to my size.”

Football runningback Rob Ream is the
third athlete at We-go to receive a
scholarship. He will be attending Vanderbiit
University in Tennessee.

Ream thought that his leg injury suffered

| wrestiing squad at Northwestem next

at the beginning of last football season that
kept him from playing was going to put a
hamper on his college hopes. "I really didn't
think I was going to get anything because
your senior year is the one that really
counts.” claims Ream.

"1 picked*Vanderbilt because it is a Divi-
sion I school, and I always wanted to play big
time football. They also have an excellent
educational system that greatly impressed
me.” added Ream.

Ream also said that he liked the coaching
staffand the campus.

I was told that if | worked hard all sum-
mer. I'd have a good chance to start next
year.” claims Ream. "I was also the only run-
ning back signed this year.”

Mike Kraft hopes to make the varsity
year. (Photo by Mike Sitarz)

Kosek also said that he was a little disap-
pointed with: the team’s play at the Addison
Trail meet. He feels that they should have
fared better than they did, but that they just
didn't play well. They finished fourth in that
tournament.

“Those two disappointments are minor
compared to what we've accomplished this
season. The team'’s 16-1 record is the best in
West Chicago High School history,” claims
Kosek.

Kosek says that the team's success can be
pointed to one thing: Hard work.

Fraser agrees that hard work is a major
factor as to why the team was so successful,
but adds that the great competition among

team members also helped. “When you can

play against someone of Greggs' (VanDine)
caliburevery day. it can't hurt.”

VanDine feels that the number of club
players on the team has helped greatly. “A

club player is a player who works on tennis
all year round. This is the difference bet-
ween a great ballplayer and an average one,”
explains Gregg.

Coach Kosek said that he was very
pleased with this year's play of VanDine.
VanDine finished with a 15-3 record, and
captured second in conference.

“I was also happy with the play of Fraser.”
added Kosek. Fraser had a 9-3 record and
also finished second in conference.

Also taking second in conference was
Gary and Matijasevich at number one dou-
bles. They finished with a 13-2 record.

“We will be shooting for first in con-
ference next year,” claims Kosek. “With us
losing just two players (Turner and Bill
Hahn), and after our success this year,
anything less than second place will be a
bad season.”

1 After winning districts the tennis team advanced to state. (We-go Press photo)
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