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by Bill Recchia

Springtime is here bringing an end to the
hibernation of baseball gloves, tennis balls,
and badminton racquets. The hope for an
improvement from last year's season is on
the minds of each team.

After a 5-20 record last year, varsity
baseball Coach Ron Hansen feels that his
team has an excellent chance to improve its
standings. “We must eliminate beating our-
selves though,” claims Hansen, “by cutting
down errors and walks. Last year, we gave
away more runs than the other team earned
due to walks and errors.”

Hansen explains that experience is'the
team’s major asset, as they only lost one
player from last year's squad. He said that
this experience brings a positive attitude
which is needed to be a winner.

“Part of this confidence comes from our
successful summer play,” added Hansen.
The team finished with a 12-10-1 record in
the summer league.

According to Hansen, the most improved
position on the team from Ist year is
catching with senior Bill Boers. “Bill is an
excellent defensive catcher with a strong
arm. Teams shouldn’t steal many bases off
of us this year.” :

Hansen says that behind the hitting of
seniors Don Barlass, Jim Gates, Scott Im-
mekus, and junior Roy Hernandez, scoring
droughts should be nill.

“Behind our solid pitching, one of our
goals is to never be blown out,” Hansen
stated. A few of the pitchers are seniors Dan
Baxter, Tim Lawless, Dave Schweigert, and

juniors Dino Tibri, Mike Tijerina, and Mike

Peterka.

of West Chicago Press)

Senior Jesse Schramer states that the
whole team wants to win conference badly
and also wants to prove that they can play

- ball

tournament, too,” added Hernandez.

“We are going for broke,” claims varsity
softball Coach Gail George.“We will run,
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One of We-go's pitchers which will be relied upon heavily is junior Roy Hemandez.
(Photo courtesy of West Chicago Press)

Hernandez feels that in order to reach
their goals, everyone must play up to their
potential. “We all want to do well in the'state

bunt, and be very aggressive on the bases.”
George says that the team'’s major goal is

" to win the conference. Last year's team

finished with an 8-6 record to wind up in
fourth place.

“Defense is our greatest asset, with a
strong infield and fast outfield. Our
pitching is a little weak, but hopefully our
strong defense will be able to help us there,”
states George.

According to Coach George, another
main factor in the team’s success this year
will be their ability to work as a unit. “Each
girl has her own contributions, which keeps
the team together," added George.

“In order to win,” stated George, “we must
eliminate errors. They (errors) really hurt us
last year. The girls have the desire and
talent, so I see no reason as to why we can't
fulfill our goal.”

George feels that it is important that the
team takes each game by itself, and doesn't
look past any opponent. She said that if the
team looks at each game individually and
works hard, they should be successful.

Coach George says that the bats of
seniors Laura Finnegan and Lyn Moffatt
will greatly help the team. “Lyn’s hitting has
improved greatly from last year,” added
George. “The hitting of Karen Henske will
also help us,” claims George. Henskeg, only a
sophomore, will play first base.

“I am very happy with the play of Mary
Gilbert at third base," states George. Gilbert
is a transfer from Glenbard East High
School.

Other members of the team are seniors
Leslie Anderson, Cheryl Streadwick, junior

Cheryl k gives it her best shot for the varsity softball team. (Photo courtesy

Vicki Lakomecki, sophomore Janice
Strayve, and freshmen Karen Smith and
Stephanie Streadwick.

Moffatt claims that the team will go all

the way if they play up to their potential. “If

" we want to go.all the way, we need to keep
together and not get down,” she added.

“We definitely are looking for a winning

season,” claims varsity badminton Coach

Sue Mennie. “It will take a lot of hard work

though."

Mennie explains that there are only seven
returners from last year's squad. This year's
team consists of 23 girls.

“I am hoping that the seven will help the
younger girls by passing on their experience
to them,” states Mennie. She said that she is
very happy with the results so far.

Coach Mennie doesn't feel that the lack of
experience will hurt the team that much,
“because after the first few meets, the
younger girls will be ready.”

Mennie has hopes for six girls to qualify
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for state competition. These girls are
seniors Silvia Belicke, Tammy Berstler, Kris
Schmitt, and juniors Debbie Bestler, Carol
Mullenberg, and Kristy Pleton.

Muilenberg also hopes that the team will
be successful, but has some goals of her
own. “Silvia and I set a goal to qualify for the
state tournament. It's going to take a lot of

hard work, but we can never give up.” Sylvia

Belicke is Muilenburg’s doubles partner.

“It's going to take extreme dedication for.

us to reach our team goal,” stated Mennie,
“but I want the girls to have fun doing it."
“We've set high goals for ourselves, but

We-go athletes spring into action

Senior Bill Hahn concrs udn a varsity We-go tennis

mental attitude to be successful," states

they are attainable,” claims varsity tennis
Coach Wayne Kosek. “We want to win dis-
tricts again, score more points in the state
meet than we did last year, and improve our
conference standings.”

After losing only three seniors last year,
experience seems to be the key to the
Wildcat's success. The returners who are
hoping to fulfill the team goals are juniors
Mark Matijasevich, Gregg VanDine, as well
as sophomores Dave Gary and Bruce Fraser.

“We will need consistency and the proper
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Kosek. “To be a winner, you need to have the
mental edge.”

Senior Bill Hahn says that it will take a
lot of guts, and never getting down during
the whole season. “With two or three
matches a week, you have to stay up,” Hahn
added.

Fraser agrees that the team will have to
be mentally tough, and needs to have 100
percent concentration at all times. y

Coach Kosek says that the resurfacing of
the tennis courts didn't hurt the team that
much, but it did cut down on practice space.
“We went from six courts to only four, and

~ we had to travel to practice.”
We-go Sport
Spring Schedule
Boys' Baseball
Ma);rsl 4 Wheaton Central Var. H 415pm.
Fr.Soph A 4:30p.m.
May 17 Glenbard South Var. H 415pm.
¥ Fr.Soph A 4:30pm.
May 18 Glenbard South Var. A 430p.m.
2 Fr. Soph. H 415pm.
20 Nap. North Var. A 430pm.
il g Fr.Soph H 4:15pm.
21 Nap. North Var. H 415pm.
s : Fr.Soph. A 430p.m.
Girls' Softball
May 14 Wheaton Warr. H 415pm.
May 17 Nap. North A 415pm.
May 19 Nap. Central A 415pm.
Boys' Track
May 14 D.V.C. Championships A TBA
(at Wheaton Warr.)
May 17 Wheaton North Soph. A 530pm.
Invitational
Girls' Track
May l4orMay 15  District Meet TBA
May 21, 22 State Finals at Eastern Ill. University
' Tennis i
goa))"sl 4,15 D.V.C. Var. at Wheaton Warr. TBA
May 14, 15 D.V.C. Soph. at Nap. North TBA
May 17 St. Francis H 4p.m.
Girls' Badminton
May 15 D.V.C. Championships . TBA
' (at Glenbard North)
May 22 District Meet TBA
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