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The Bridge/ April 26, 1982 

Weekends were mode for ••• 
'·'Take off'' on Fridays 
by John Watanabe 

"Live ... from New York ... It's Saturday 
Night!!" Every weekend, this famous one­
liner came from TV sets In living rooms and 
good-time taverns throughout America. 
Saturday Night Live, the most popular late­
night TV program In history. gave 
Americans a good excuse for staying up late 
or arriving home early on Saturday nights. 

This multi -Emmy Award winner 
provided a perfect evening of outrageous, 
party-type entertainment, featuring 
fabulous guest stars (George Carlin, Steve 

The original cast members of 
SATURDAY NIGHT UVE were mainly 
actors from the young, satirical 
groups of Chicago's Second City 
and the National Lampoon, In· 
eluding the late John Belushl, 
Gilda Iadner, and Dan Aykroyd. 

Martin, Rodney Dangerfield), super-popular 
musical acts (The Rolling Stones, Chicago, 
Billy Joel). Irreverent jokes. topical satire, 
and the continuing episodes of wonderfully 
zany characters who may act very much like 
your own neighbors (The Loopners. The 
Coneheads). In addition, the admission 
price was right: It was·on free television. 

The original cast members of Saturday 
Night Live were mainly actors from the 
young. satirical groups of Chicago's Second 
City and the National Lampoon. including 
the late John Belusht, Gtlda Radner. and 
Dan Aykroyd. These future Hollywood film 
stars provided millions of viewers 
on Saturdays with some fresh and exciting 
entertainment. apart from the usual old 
movies and talk shows. 

As the show grew more and more popular 
In succeeding years. the likes of Belusht and 
Radner Influenced our everyday verbal 
language ("BUT NOOOO!," "I thought I was 
gonna die!," etc.). appeared on T-shlrts and 
posters, and gave birth to Innovative, off­
the-wall humor that teenru!ers could really 

get nto. The original Not Ready For Prime­
Time Players, along with Lily Tomlin. 
Richard Pryor, and Steve Martin, created 
what several critics call "the comedy of the 
70's." 

As the 70's came to a close. two other hip 
parody shows appeared on 'the tube- Fri­
days and SC1V, both of which contained 
SNL flavor. A live. somewhat amateurish 
revue. ABC's Fridays Initially received bad 
reviews. but soon caught on with the critics 
and the public. during a time when the 
"new'' Saturday Night Live was 
deteriorating. Even though It Is still runn­
Ing with a reformed new cast. Saturday 
Night Live's popularity has been taken over 
by SCTV, starring the multi -talented 
Second City troupe from Toronto. Canada 

The strength ofSC1Vs current hit status 
seems to be riding on the popularity of -
those beer-guzzl'ln . "hosers" Bob and Doug 
McKenzie (Rick Moran is and Dave Thomas). 
Bob and Doug's Canadian .Jive ("How's It 
goln', eh", "Take ofT. you hoser!") can be 
heard every day from the mouths of stu­
dents and beyond this school. 
Their debut album. Great White North, 
recenUy entered the top ten of Billboard's 
album chart. 

Several folks (at least high school kids) do 
not realize that Saturday Night Live Is ac­
tually a recreation of a from the In- · 
fant years of television - Your Show of 
Shows. Praised by some as the OW· 
Belushi and Radne(s "BUT NOOO!" and "I 
thought I was · gonna die" influenced 
language 
nlest 1V comedy show in history, Your 
Show of Shows was a live, 90-mlnute revue 
that made mllllons laugh uproariously every 
Saturday night from 1950-1954. Like SNL, 
Your Show of Shows presented musical 
acts, celebrities. and reoer­
tory company of crazy comiCs (Sid Caesar. 
Imogene Coca, Carl Reiner, and Howard 
Morris) who parodied foreigners, historical 
events, man-an-the-street Interviews, other 

End of wee.k partYing 
by Robin Marvin 

Were weekends really made for Mlchelob? 
Some students th1nk so, for parties In West 
Chicago durtnp; the weekend are nothing 
new. Private or public, there Is always 
something to talk about on Monday- If the 
hangovers are cleared up by then. 

Weekends are popular for parties. Private 
are the most common, In which 

a student Invites a few friends over. Yet. 
public parties are gaining popularity. A few 
students collaborate funds and arrange to 
have an elder buy their beer and alcohol. 
Then, anyone who would like to come, may. 
as long as they pay a fee. usually three to five 
dollars, at the door. This payment goes to 
reimburse those students for the liquor. 

The use of drugs and especially alcohol 

GHda Radner was · also first "seen" on 
Saturday Night Uve. 

on the weekends Is Increasing. The excuse 
given by most persons Is that "it's fun" to 
drink. But students "p;:lrty" for other 
reasons. 

During the weekend adult supervision Is 
at a mmtmum. Saturday and -sunday are 
the nights that most wqrktng parents go 
out to relax. leaving the house for the kids 
alone, to them. But the absence of parents Is 
not always at cause or fault As strange or as 
unconvincing as It may sound, it's said that 
students feel that It Is the In thing to do. Not 
to say that being In a drunken stupor Is a 
fad, but one naturally wants ·to be accepted 
by the crowd. To some. these parties bring a . 
feeling of maturity and/or responsibility. 
Statistically, most young males begin to sta­
tion themselves or create a social ego by 
spending their weekends In a "masculine" 
way, namely drinking. 

Seemln ly harmless to some, the results 
of poorly supervised parties are messy and 
have been known to get out of hand. Coun­
tless accidents occur or result from Intox­
Ication. usually while returning home from 
a party. Crime rates rise on the weekend, 
leaving parents and pollee to blame such 
parties for thefts, fights, disturbances and 
countless other related crimes. 

The drinking age being twenty-one. 
allows for parents and older brothers and 
sisters to buy the alcohol for these parties. 
Yet. there are many cases of parents being 
sued. jailed. or fined because they supplied 
alcohol, and supervised a party for minors. 
In tum If, for Instance, a friend Is killed 
because he was drunkenly drivinp;, your 

· parents are liable and held responsible. 

Chevy Chase stumbled his way to fame on Saturday nights. 

hli 1V shows. and then-popular movies like 
From Here to Eternity ("From Here to 
Obscurity"). Among the writers for this 
Saturday night smash were Mel Brooks, Nell 
Simon. and Woody Allen. 

Containing the wicked satire and un­
predictable buffoonery of Rowan and Mar­
tin's Laugh-In and Monty Python's Flying 
Circus, NBC's Saturday Night Live was an 
anti-establishment. sometimes savagely 
tasteless variety show that often stirred up 
controversy. During the show's first season, 
Ron Nessen (President Gerald Ford's press 
secretary) appeared In a wild SNL skit. play­
Ing himself against a bumbling and stumbl­
Ing Gerald Ford (portrayed by Chevy Chase). 
This bit lop; sketch made front Pll# news In 
the Chicago Tribune. According to the 
Tribune's article, the real President Ford 
dismissed the presidential take-off In "stony 
silence." 

In 1975, at the same time NBC presented 
Saturday Night Live, ABC came up with 
Saturday Night Live with Howard Cosell. 
Both of these escape-seeking weekend 
shows were live broadcasts featuf.lng skils, · 
music. and red-hot guest stars. While NBC's 
Saturday Night Live became a classic h!L 

ABC's Saturday Night Live sank like a rock. 
Saturday Night Live with Howard Cosell. 
hosted by the famous (or Infamous) sports 
announcer .. displayed a group of regulars 

Second City's B!ll Murray. who 
Joined NBC's SNL In January 1977) and 
guest appearances by the Bay City Rollers 
(In their U.S. 1V debut). Frank Sinatra and 

SClVs popularity seems to be 
riding on strength of those beer­
guzzlin . "hosers" Bob and Doug 
McKenzie. 
Cosell's comedy partner. Muhammad All. 

This was the type of program ABC put on 
durlng the early days of live 1V: a show that 
featured Hollywood hot-shots and an 
awkward. talent-free host (Cosell was ABC's 
answer to Ed Sullivan and Ed McMahon). 
However, Night Live with Howard 
Cosell bombed In the Nielsen ratings, and It 
was cancelled at mid-season. ABC's dreadful 
Saturday Night Uve plunged Into obscurity., 
but NBC's orlglnai ·Saturday Night Uve can· 
still be seen In nightly reruns. providing a 
wonderful, wild 'n' crazy weekend after every 
long school day. 

Bill Murray, formerty of Saturday Night Uve joins Harold Ram is of SC'IY. 

!lY Jim Oswald 

'What are you doing this weekend?" is a 
very common question ask don Thursday. 
and Friday nights. A frequent response 
would be, ''I'll probably go to'a party." 

However, have you ever thought of a 
weekend from a psychological point of view? 

Human beings need time for recreational 
purposes. and the weekend isn't enough 
time." he replied. 

The popular reason for why we need 
weekends seemed to be to "relieve pressure 
from school work." "It gives me a chance to 
do things I can't do over the week, like sleep­

Senior Fritz Findelsen's opinion for why 
weekends are Important was. "A Friday 
night hangover could be disastrous If we 
h3td school on Saturdays." 

·----
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in," said Junior Bryan Block. 

Buy 2 lJ.Boals 

and get a U-Boat FREEl 

Senior Ken Strayve agreed with Block 
saying. "J can relieve tedious repetition of 
school work, and I don't have to see the 
same faces day In and day out. I'm all for the 
four day work week. and three day I 
weekend," Strayve I WHEATON 

I h I k d ..... sa.ao-IW. • ...._ Steven Arnold. psycho of}Y teac er, oo e , I WilT CHiCAGO 
at It from a different point of view. "I am not I ......... u ...... aew.t 

convinced psychologically we need 1 Expires May 14. 1982 
weekends because two days Isn't enough. 1 . . 
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Baseball' diamonds suffering from abuse 
The condition ofWe-go's brand-new 

baseball field is a center of controversy 
this year. Many baseball players have 
complained .about the poor condition 
of the fields, particularly the damage 
done to the outfield. The endless hours 
of football practice carried out on the 
baseball fields are responsible for this 
damage. 

This problem may seem unavoidable 
due to the limited space for practicing. 
However several of We-go's soccer 

Sportsview 
players feel that they have found the 
pefect solution to this problem. The 
soccer team shauld be allowed to prac­
tice on the baseball fields while the 
football team practices on the junior 
high field. 

"That would make a lot more sense," 
argued junior John James, who is a 
member of both the soccer and 
baseball team. The soccer players claim 
that they would leave the baseball dia­
monds in far better condition. They do 
not use the same type of equipment, 
such as the "sleds", which rip up the 
field terribly. In past seasons the soccer 
team has had to practice down the 
street at the junior high school while 
the football team has always practiced 
on our school's baseball fields. 

Of course there must be some good 
reasons this tradition has been kept. 
besides the greater popularity enjoyed 
by the football team. For example. it 
may be easier for the soccer team to 
practice at the junior high field due to 
the difficulty In transporting all of the 
football equipment. Another question 
which must be answered Is: Are we 
really better off ripping up the junior 
high's field than our own baseball 
field? 

If those in charge fail to see the logic 
in this idea, perhaps a compromise 
could be reached. Junior, Rodney 
Schlenker, a member of the varsity soc­
cer team, feels they should "alternate 
days. The football team could use the 
junior high field one day and we could 
use it the next." 

We·gorahs 

For years cheerleaders have been 
stereotyped as brainless girl.s who like 
to scream and jump around. They sup­
posedly have nothing better to do than 
to cheer madly for the school's sports 
teams and were often considered 
"easy" or "promiscuous". 

However, this no longer seems to be 
the case. (if it ever was) at least not In 
West Chicago. Some of our school's top 
scholars cheered for many of our high 
school sports. Sharon Masson, for ex­
ample. one of the top-ranked students 
in the senior class, also participated In 
cheerleading. Lynn Moffatt, a senior. Is 
another example of a scholarly raH. 
Among her many achievements Lynn 
Is in the advanced placement calculus 
class. 

With cheerleaders like these at We­
go, the stereotype may be slowly crum­
bling. However. there remains a large 
group of people who insist 
cheerleaders are all morons and idiots. 
Finally they may be realizing that it is 
merely a myth. 

••• 
The sophomore baseball team 

managed to pile up 32 runs In their no­
hitter victory over Geneva on April 14. 

Three pitchers combined for the 32-3 
no-hitter: Genaro Cabral, Jeff Wright 
and Pat Sparks. Brian Moore led the of­
fensive attack with three hits and three 
RB!s in just three innings. Wright also 

contributed greatly on offense with 4 
RBis. This was the first no-hitter for 
the sophomores in the last two years 
and the most runs scored in a game in 
the past five years. 

We-go Sports 
Spring Schedule 

Boys'Baseball 
Apr. 20 Wheaton Warrenville H 4:15 
Apr. 22 Wheaton Central A 4:30 
Apr. 23 Glenbard South H 4:15 
Apr. 27 Naperville North A 4:30 
Apr. 29 Wheaton North H 4:15 
Apr. 30 Wheaton North A 4:30 
May3 Naperville Central ·H 4:15 
May4 Naperville Central A 4:30 
May6 Glenbard North A 4:30 
May7 Glen bard North H 4:15 
May 10 Wheaton Warrenville VH 4:15 
Girls' Softball 
Apr. '27 Wheaton Warrenville H 4:30 

Glenbard South H 4:30 May4 
& Wheaton Central 

MayS DuPa~e County Meet A 4:00 
at North Central 

May 14 D.V.C. Champ. ' A TBA 
at Wheaton Warr. 

Girls' Track 
Apr. 26 Wheaton North H 4:15 

Apr. 28 Wheaton Warrenville A 4:15 

Apr. 30 Naperville North H 4:15 

rytay3 Naperville Central H 4:15 

May5 Glenbard South H 4:15 

May7 Wheaton Central A 4:15 

Boys'Track 
Apr. 27 Wheaton Warrenville A 4:30 
Apr. 29 Hampshireat Geneva A 4:15 
May4 Glenbard South A 4:30 

at Wheaton Central 
May 7 D.V.C. Champ. TBA TBA 

at Glenbard North 
May 14 District Meet TBATBA 

Boys Tennis 
Apr. 27 Gienbard North A 4:00p.m. 
Apr. 2S Downers Grove H 4:00p.m. 

North 
Apr. 29 Wheaton Warren. H 4:00p.m. 
May 1 Batavia: Waubonsle H 9:00am. 

Aurora Central 
May4 Wheaton Central A 4:00p.m. 
May6 Glenbard South H 4:00p.m. 
MayS Cary Grove. H 9:00am. 

Glenbard East 
Marmion 

Mayll Naperville North A 4:00p.m. 
May 14/ D.V.C. Var. at TBA 

15 Wheaton Warrenville 
May 14/ D.V.C. Soph at TBA 

15 Naperville North 

Badminton -
Apr.27 Wheaton North H 4:30p.m. 
Apr.29 Wheaton Central A 4:30p.m. 
May! East. Aurora A 9:30am. 

Invitational 
May4 Naperville North H 4:30p.m. 
May6 Glenbard South A 4:30p.m. 
May II Naperville Central H 4:30p.m. 
May 15 D.V.C. Champ TBA 

at Glen bard North 

On • , 
promn19 ~ · 
look like you've 
doneyour . 
homework. 

Choose from a wide 
selection of great looking prom 
tuxedos from Gingiss, and 
look smart on the night of the 
big test. And at smartly reduced 
prices. Just present your high · 
schooiiD to receive your special 
student discount. 

glngt,s 
fcim&lwear 

Stratford Square 
Bloomingdale 

893-9592 

10'1o to 20'1. STUDENT DISCOUNT. 
Present your high schooiiO to the manager of the Gingiss Formalwear Center 

nearest you and receive your special rate. 
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