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raft captures championship

Mike Kraft's phenomenal high school
wrestling career at West Chicago climaxed
this year with a state championship title.
Kraft was undefeated throughout the entire
season, compiling a record of 44-0.

Bob Hein, head varsity wrestling coach,
did not feel that Kraft was in serious trouble
at-any point during the state tournament.

Kraft entered the state competition as one |

of the top favorites due to his perfect record.
However that did not seem to bother Kraft

Kraft was supported by several We-go students who accompanied him to the state
meet at the University of lllinois. (picture courtesy of West Chicago Press)
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Kraft's fine performance at the state meet has qualified him for national competition.

in the least. d

Kraft managed to break many We-go
wrestling records during his senior year.
Mike now holds the record for most career
wins with 113, beating the old mark of 109,
which was set by Tom Reed. Kraft also holds
records for: most takedowns with 145;
fastest fall, 12 seconds, most falls, 28; most
points, 280; most season wins, 44; and he
narrowly missed the record for career pins
of 52 by accumulating 51 pins.

Lost towel epidemic

by Jim Oswald ,

For those students who are in athletics,

don't be surprised in the near future when
you are asked to bring your own towel from
home.
. The school purchases between 100 and
125 dozen towels a year at $20 a dozen, and
“50 percent of them are lost,” replied
athletic director, Ron Hansen.

“They keep disappearing, and it is hard to
track down where they go,” Hansen said.

Larry Parker, physical education teacher;
agreed with Hansen, saying, “The amount of
towels missing is unbelievable.”

Hansen said that a few coaches have
cleaned out lockers and found towels in
them, some athletes leave the towels on the
ground when they are at other schools. and

in the winter, athletes wrap them around
their heads to keep from catching a cold,
and they never bring them back. The
problem isn't in the physical educatior or
swimming classes. the problem is in
athletics, and we might have to cancel the
towel service, and have the athletes bring
their own,” Hansen said.

A few students were against this idea,
“Why should the P.E. classes suffer when it
is the athletes who are losing them,” replied
junior, Dave Robbins.

. Senior, Steve Haag added, “No one is go-
ing to bring their own towels, so let them
(these. students) smell up the school.”
Senior, Jim Washburn looked at it another
way saying, “I the students are taking the
towels, they don't deserve to have them.”

Kraft's successful regular season last year
ended in great disappointment during the
first round of the state tournament. Kraft
was knocked unconscious in his first match
last year. Kraft refused to let his memories
of that incident bother him this year.

Kraft joined two other state wrestling
champions from West Chicago. Scott Dierk-
ing, with a record of 32-0-0, captured the
185-pound title in 1973. Tim Norman was
another We-go state wrestling champion.

ture courtesy of West Chicago Press)

Kraft admitted to being slightly tired after

Norman won the title in 1977 in the
heavyweight division, with a 28-0-0 season.

Kraft does not plan to give up his wrestl-
ing career upon graduating from West
Chicago. He is still receiving offers from
many schools across the nation.
Northwestern University is one of the many
schools who have made tentative offers.
Kraft is looking for a school which has a
good wrestling program as well as a high
quality scholastic program.

going the distance in his final match. (pic-
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courtesy of West Chicago Press)

sx *Has winter dried outyour hair? s

Then Happiness ‘n Hairll has
the cure: a free conditioner

His record number of pins may have actually been a slight disadvatage. bicture
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