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Refereeing mQre than just waving arms 
. . 

by Zach Myford 
Refereeing is not just bloWing a whistle 

and waving your arms. 
Before a person can bec;ome a referee they 

have to pass an aptitude test on all of the 
rules of the sport they wish to officiate. 
Therefore the referee must thoroughly know 
the sport inside and out. 

Refereeing at the amateur level Is us­
ually a part-time job. Often officials are 
former ballplayers themselves. Many work 
full-time as lawyers. doctors and 
businessmen. They see refereeing as a way 
of keeping in contact with sports they enjoy. 

O!Ticials. before each new season. attend 
a. meeting to discuss all new rules and 
procedures. Once tpe season is underway 
ti:Je referees then attend a meeting once a 
week to initiate new referees and to discuss 
any problems. 

When the referees first start out. they are 
placed in a lower level game to gain ex­
perience. Varsity level referees make an 
average salary of S30 per game. This 
amount varies in the area in which they of-

ficlate. 
Many people wonder if the crowd really 

affects the way the game is officiated. When 
asked. one referee commented. "Yes the 
crowd does affect the way I call the game. 
but I must noblet it show." 

Another controversial topic is the issuing 
of a technical foul on a playeror coach. Var­
sity basketball official Wes Polender said. 
'You need not give a player or coach a warn­
ing. If that person is out of line. I can issue 
a technical foul. If I only give a warning the 
first time. it could show that I have a 
weakness and that I can be taken advantage 
of." Palender also commented that the 
charge or- blocking foul is the toughest call 
because you have to decide which player 
had position first. "Being In the right spot 
at the right time is the key." 

Referees get themselves emotionally and 
physically ready for ea«;:h game. In order to 
officiate a game properly, a referee must be 
In good physical condition. "Refereeing Is 
not easy:· Palender stressed. 

-We_-go hockey team 
Out of the question 
by Mark Gambino 

The idea of a West Chicago hockey team 
comes up from time to time. But why don't 
we ever put together a team? Doesn't the 
school administration want a team? Is It too 
expensive for the ·school? Or aren't there 
enough people interested? 

The facls show that non·e of the high 
schools in the area support their hockey 
teams. Therefore in order to put together a 
team. the players have to do It on their own. 
Athletic director Ron Hansen said that the 
high schools let the teams use their name 
but that's all the school really has to do with 
it. Also. they have enough trouble sup­
porting the winter sports. 

One big problem that the teams face Is 

finding someohe to coach. Since they don't 
get any support from anybody, the coach 
can't be paid. He also must have a lot of 
spare time. 

A person joining a high school team really 
has to be committed to the game. even more 
than any other sport. With other sports the 
equipment is supplied for them by the 
school. Expenses for a high school player 

·can be very high. Personnel from All­
Seasons Ice Rink in Naperville said that it 
runs an average player frdnf$350 to $4'50 
for equipment alone. It also costs each 
player another $250 a season for renting 
the.lce rink. -

So. If you and seventeen guys want to 
spend a piece. West Chicago could 
have a hockey team. 

Q) 

•• • 

Th.e referee mu.st always have control over the game. 

we-go Spo-rts 
Sc.hedule· 

BasKetball (Boys') 
Fri. Feb. 12 
Fri., Feb. 19 
Sat..Feb.20 
Fri., Feb. 26 
March 1-5· 
March 6. 8.11. 13 

March 9. 10.12 
March16 
March 19.20 

Wheatpn Central 
Naperville North , 
Glenbard South 
Naperville Central 
Regional Tourn. 
Wheaton Central 
Tournament (Soph.) 
Sectional Tournament 
Super Sectional Tourn. 
State Finals · 

Basketball (Girls') 
Thurs .. Feb. ll Wheaton Central 
Sat. Feb. '13 St. Charles 
Thurs .. Feb. 18 Naperville North 
Thurs .. Feb. 25 ·Naperville Central 
Sat.. Feb.27 Glenbard South 
Thurs .. March 4 Glen bard North 
March8-11 Regional Tournament 
March 15.17 Sectional Tournament 
March22 Super Sectional 
March25-27 - State Finals 

Wrestling 
Fri .. Sat.. Feb. 12. 13 Districts 
Fri .. Sat.. Feb. 19, 20 Sectlonals 
Fri .. Sat., Feb. 26. 27 State Finals 

Swimming 
,.-

Sat., Feb. 20 Districts 
Fri., Sat., Feb. 26, 27 State Finals 

Home 
Away 
Home 
Away 
TBA 

Away 
TBA 
TBA 
U.ofl. 

Home 
Home 
Away 
Away 
Home 
Away 
TBA 
JBA 
TBA 
U. of!. 

TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

6:30&8p.m. 
6:30&8p.m. 
6:30&8p.m. 
6:30&8p.m . 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

6:30 
1:30 
6:30 . 
6:30 
6:30 
6:30 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 
TBA . 

TBA 
TBA 
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Gym-uniferms.considered. 'essential' 
byDaveBany 

There is probably nothing uglier than a West Chicago Community 
High School gym uniform. Except maybe a class full of kids wearing our 
school's gym uniforms. Why then is the Physical Education Department 
determined to force the entire student body to wear these repulsive _out-
fits? . 

One senior called this requirement "one step closer to Communism." 
While tbat statement may sound ridiculous, I can almost 'understand 
how this person feels. By forcing everyone to wear identical clothes, the 
P.E. Department has left little room for individuality. Gym teachers have 
been instructed to penalize those students who try to distinguish them-
selves from the crowd. _ 

While students are permitted to "forget" their p.e. t]niforms for a day or 
two, continued failure to wear the uniform will not be tolerated. Dis­
ciplinary action includes detentions and a call home to the parents of the 
guilty party. . 

Lori Jordan, head of the P.E. Department. stresses that this rule is not 
a new one. In the past, however, individual teachers have let students get 
by with wearing their own t-shirts and shorts. The P.E. Department has 
asked all f the teachers to enforce this rule strictly throughout the 
semester. Jordan feels that the only way the requirement will succeed is if 
the instructors are unified. The department used to ask students to write 
their names on their tennis shoes. However, since most kids would refuse 
to write their names on a brand new pair of "Nikes," that rule has been 
abolished. 

Despite all of this sp·eculation, after listening to Jordan's and LaVora 
~-... _ Singleton's arguments for mandatory use of gym unifmms. I have begun 

to think they may be a necessary evil. While there is ho single reason 
which has convinced me that ~niforms are a necessity, the combination 
of reasons has made me reconsider my previous "anti gym suit" stand. 

Jordan's first reason concerned safety and health hazards. When stu­
dents are not forced to wear uniforms the alternativ~s are often inap­
propriate. to say the least. According to Singleton people often wear ex­
tremely tight clothing and clothes with zippers, both being potential 
safety hazards. Another problem is when students wear their school 
clothes to participate in gym class. "It's bad enough when they don't take 
showers," Jordan remarked. 

One major problem concerns lost or stolen clothes. Fairly expensive 
sweat suits, shirts and shorts are frequently stolen from lockers, par-
. Ucularly when they are left unlocked. When this happens. Jordan says 
she is often contacted by complaining parents. If all students were to · 
wear uniforms, this problem would be solved. Parents and students could 
both deal with the loss of a gym uniform much m_9re easily than the loss 

· of a high-priced shirt or pair of shorts. Also, if the uniform is marked 
with the student's name, the clothes will most likely be returned even-
tually. • 

Neither Jordan nor Singleton felt a dress code would be successful. 
Their experiences with this approach have indicated to them that stu­
dents invariably take advantage of the tea~her's leniency. It is difficult for · 

· Teachers are permitted to wear whatever they please while students are forced to · 
wear uniforms. 
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the instructors to draw the line between what is acceptable and ~hat is 
not. Wi tlrmandatory uniforms the answer is simple; they either have it or 
they don't. '· 
· One question which is brought up from. time to time is: why aren't the 

-teachers required to wear these silly uniforms? If the teachers conceded 
to wearing gym uniforms, the students would probably be far more 
cooperative. ' 

Everyone must decide for themselves, of course, whether or not they' 
will follow the physical education uniform rule. Although Mr. Highland 
couldn't think of a good reason for the uniforms. he advised me to "save 
yourself a lot of trouble" and get a uniform~ For once I think I might ac­
tually listen to him: 

* * * 

The last two weeks in January were disastrous ones for We-go's boys' 
varsity basketball team. The- varsity suffered three losses during this 
time, ruining their second placer standing in conference. We-go's most 
disappointing defeat came on January 29 at Wheaton-Warrenville. After 
humiliating Wheaton-wa.rrenvtlle earlier in the seasQn, the Wildcats lost 
badly to the Wolverines. The sophomores have been experiencing similar 

· problems~ as they also fell to the Wolverines. 

* * * 

LaVora Singleton feels her third hour swili!ming class last semester 
deserves a little recognition. Many members of that class swam fifty laps 
or more in thirty minutes. Singleton regards this as a great achievement. 

Bruce Beck 
Don Butler 
Tom Butler 
Mark Dempsey 
Dave Farley 
BillHahn -
Ken Henson 
Glen Jernstad 
Rob Knaak 
Mike O'Connor 
Jesse Schramer 
Joe Southern 
Lisa Peterson 
Sue Stogentin 

Ken Strayve 
Brett Vanbortel 
Dave Vandenburg 
Jim Washburn 
Gerry Woodward 
Joe Zollner 
Cathy Beeskow 
Kathy Belli 
Jill Brinkman 
Tina Dunlap 
Marsha Evans 
Holli Hahn 
Carolyn Krumin 
Lisa Yunker 
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