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Football rule changes ‘a step toofar

by Bill Recchia

Two rule changes were made in football
this year to reduce injuriés to the knees,
ankles, head and neck.

The first rule is for the protection of the
player's ankles and knees. This:rule states
that blocking below the waist is permitted
only in a specified zone. This zone has been
established ‘as four yards each side of the
ball on the line of scrimmage, and three
yards off the ball in front of and behind the
line of scrimmage (see diagram).

An offensive player may only block below
the waist if a part of his body is in this zone
when the football is snapped. The offensive
player may not enter the zone and block
below the waist if he was not initially in the
zone when the ball was snapped.

The second mile change applies to the in-
juries to the neck and head. This rule says it
is illegal for a tackler to place a finger or
fingers in any open area (including the
facemask) of the ballcarrier's helmet.

When asked why these rule changes were

This 8 yard by 6 yard
zone is the only area
where blocking

below the waist is
permitted.

Tomas managing well

by Dave Barrry

Tomas Aviles’ strong desire to manage
athletic teams at West Chicago is hard for
many students to understand. How can he
put so much time and effort into something

which appears to have such meager -

rewards?

This year, Tomas is manager for the soc-
cer and track’ teams as well as the
sophomore basketball team. He begins to
explain his obsession with managing by
simply saying, “I like it. It gives me a chance
to do something with the school and to get
involved. It's a tough job though,” claims
Tomas, "There's always something to do.”

~ Tomas’ job as manager of We-go's soccer team takes up almost all of his spare time.

His list of assorted duties rambles on en-

. dlessly. Tomas' job as varsity soccer
manager actually réquires more time than
the players put in. He is responsible for
many menial tasks like filling up the water
bottles and keeping all of the balls at the
correct pressure. He must also pass out un-

_ iforms before the games and occasionally

tapés up an injured player.
Tomas is often asked why he prefers to
manage instead of going out for the team.

~“Sometimes it makes me mad watching

those guys out there running around,” says
Tomas. “But I've always been afraid of not
making the team. This way I'm pretty sure
that I'll always have a place.”

Tomas began his managing career in
junior high as manager of the basketball
team. He has always enjoyed “the control I
have over the players. I always get along with
them pretty good too.” he adds. Tomas plans
{o continue managing all through hlgh
school “unless something comes up.’ " He

. also hopes to manage spbrtS'team at the

college he attends, which will probably be

C.0D. "unless I get rich all of a sudden.”
Tomas will receive a varsity letter for his

effort at the end of this season. "I guess

that's enough.” he sighs. Tomas doesn’t.
seem (o miss the glory and recognition the

players receive — not too much anyway.

made now, Jim Flynn. a member of the [HSA
National Federation of Rule Changes stated,
“It’s for the concept of safety.”

He then added. “These rules are not only
for the safety of the player receiving the
blow, but also of the player making it.”

Head varsity football coach, Larry Parker
claims the new rules are not being enforced.
“This is not the fault of the officials, though.
They have enough to worry about, and this
is just an added burden. I think they
(LH.SA.) went a step too far.”

Sophomore head coach Butch Hansen
. added, "T've seen no change in the number
“of injuries this year due to these new rules,”

According to football official Jim
Lapetina, “the rules are working effectively
and being enforced well. You have to see it
though, and that's the tough thing,” he ad-
ded. “I've made a call concemlng these rules
only three times this year." Lapetina said.

"We (the officials) aren’t seeing much of
these penalties. The reason for this is
because the kids are being coached well.
They (the coaches) are doing a fine job.”

The officials feel the new rule change in blocking is effective and necessary. Coach
Parker, however, thinks it is “just an added burden.” :

by Zach Myford

- At the midway point of the season the We-
go varsity volleyball team was sitting on a 6-
6 record.

“The conference is so tough and com-
petitive," said Gail George," that the top seat
is up for grabs. The 6-6 record at the end of
the first half is no indication of who would
or wouldn't be in the top seat at the end of
the regular season.”

Laura Finnegan, co-captain of the team,

feels that if they could have played a little bit -

better team ball they might have been able
to squeeze a victory or two more out of the
season. Leslie Anderson, co-captain, agreed

that improved teamwork could have im-

proved their record.
Coach George noted Finnegan and An-
derson as “among some of the finest players

N

Volleybail setfor victory

I have coached.” The players went so far in
their praise of George to say that she may be
the finest in the DuPage Valley Conference. *

Coach George said that next years' team
can be a winner. “The girls for next year will
be small and fast. but it will force them to
play a more defensive-minded game.”

The lack of experience last year is what

‘really gave some of the other teams an edge.

But overall they had a good year, ending the
regular season with a 12-8 record.

The Wildcats begin their districts tourna-
ment on October 27, at St. Charles, where
they played Wheaton-Warrenville. We-go has
beaten the Wolverines twice in the regular
season this year.

Coach George thinks Glenbard North is -
probably the toughest team to beat in this
district. She also feels the team's chance for
a first place finish in districts is excellent.

Leslie Anderson watches on as Sue Beedle dives for the ball. The varsny beat Whea-
ton-Wananvme as expected butwere unable to advcmce forther ; ¢
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