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by Patti Stejskal · 

· Why do so many of the top recording and 
concert acts come from the Midwest? One 
main reason Is. while East and West ·Coast 
bands relied on publicity to become last 
year's top bands, Midwest acts like "Styx." 
"REO." "Bob Seger," "Kansas," and "Cheap 
Trick" were hard at work building a strong. 
devoted following through countless live 
performances so when they finally did get 
their "big break" they had the foundation 
necessary to stay on top for years to come. 
Arid now, continuing in the tradition of 
those great bands. comes Chicago's ·own 
''Gam tiler." 

Even before Love and Other Crimes of­
ficial release in mid-May. early local radio 
response was encouraging. The Loop In par­
ticular "went heavy on the album. almost 
before the vinyl had cooled, receiVing an un­
precedented number of call-votes on Sky 
Daniels Rate at Eight show," explained 
Bruce Breckenfeld.' 

What's even more sm:prislng about Love 
and other Crimes quick acceptance locally, 
Is the low-profile stance taken by the band, 
contrasting to the massive promotion and 
hype awarded to some other local favorites. 

Nln a way. we like the low-profile ap­
proach," admits bassist Del Breckenfeld, 
who Is responsible for the bulk of the 
group's material. "It works to our advantage. 
Like with the Loop. they heard the album 

/ and went nuts on It!" It surprised them 
because there wasn't any hype Involved with 
lt. 

Unlike their debut album: Teen• 
Magic. Gambler's second release prints a 
more accurate picture of the band's Uve 
sound. While the first album showcased 
Breckenfeld's considerable writing skill the 
production by Kansas producer, Jeff Glix-

. man. wasn't really representative of their 
true sound. 

"That's a typical problem with first 
albums," remarks Breckenfeld. "The 
producer doesn't know the band. comes Into 

the studio. hears your music and he's got 
his Idea of what the sound Is even before he 
really hears you." 

Co-produced by Gambler and Phil 
Bonanno, at Chicago Recording Company; 
Love and Other Crimes has that live 
sounding "rough-edged rasp" that was mis­
sing from Teenage Magic. 

Bonanno, who has worked with the band 
since before their signing. wanted to main­
tain the epergy the band has live. and which 
just didn't come across on the first album. 

\\We had never been booed in 
the clubs ... '1 

There ·was a minimum of overdubs, mostly" 
just to build up the vocals. But what you 
hear on the second album Is really what the 
band sounds like. 

After encountering the band's concert 
act. the power of the band hinted at on the 
album Is fully as Is on stage. with Edger's 
vocal range truly Impressive. Lead guitarist 
Warren Mays Is adept at both tearing off ' 
crackling riffs and more melodic arpeggios. 
while Del's brother. Bruce, on the keyboards 
contributes some classically Influenced 
styllstlcs on piano. organ, and synthesizer. 
Bassist Del. Is rock-solid. while remaining 
the band's visual focus. and drummer , 
Chuck Schwartz shows a considerable 
grasp of technique. 

"Although 'Ieenage Magic suffered from 
a lack of promotion due to confusion follow­
Ing the consolidation ofEMI, United Artists 
and Capitol Records, the album has 
managed to sell 50,000 copies so far," stated 
Bruce . 

Despite the first album's falling far short 
of hit status. EMI remains confident of the 
band's Inviting potential, one of the chief 
reasons they "were Inked to the label." EMI 
has stipulated In Gambler's contract that 

Dregs not bottom of 
byPaulRau 

There's a promising new band out on the 
horizon. only this band doesn't hold It's 
promise In clever lyrics and catchy vocal 
arrangements. The band Is the Dixie Dregs. 
and their fifth and newest album, "Unsung 
Heroes," continues In their grand tradition 
of being entirely instrumental. 

Although this group has been around for_. 
a few years, It wasn't until last year with 
their "Dregs of the Earth'' album that they 
began to draw quite a respectable following 
across the nation and not just In their home 
south. The band is taking full advantage of 
their new found popularity by making "Un­
sung Heroes" one of their best albums. and 
probably their biggest-selling as well. 

With "Unsung Heroes," they've dropped 
the "Dixie" from their name and possibly 
from their music as well, leaving behind a 
straight ahead jazz-rock fusion with just a 
touch of hillbllly flavor. Though the music Is 
slightly new for the Dregs, the style Is un­
mistakable. 

This Is obvious on t he first song. "Cruise 
Control," which Is a reprise of an earlier 
Dregs tune. The new version Is shorter and 
much more to the point. and it features a 
dynamic drum solo by drummer Rod 
Morgenstein. "Rock and Roll Park" Is an In­
teresting .take-off of good old rock and roll, 
while "Attilla the Hun" Is a straight ahead 
fusion cut which leaves the listener feeling 
like he/she was hit by a truck The best song 
on the album Is "Kat Food." which features · 
keyboard solos by T. Lavitzy. a violin solo by 
Allen Sloan. a bass solo by Andy West. and 
leading guitar leads by the band's writer. 
arranger, producer and mastermind, Steve 
Morse. 

On the negative side. 'Til Just Pick" and 

the barrel 
"Day 444" are a little too typical for the 
Qregs, the former being almost identical to 
an older Dregs song. 

It Is Important to point out that the 
musical proficiency of this band, both In­
dividually and collectively, Is phenomenal. 
Their music Is almost always pleasing and 
exciting If not superb, so it seems the only 
reai challenge they have is to keep their new 
music fresh and original. To this challenge 
they respond very well - six of the eight 
songs on "Unsung Heroes" are unlike 
anything they've done before. 

Fears that the lack of vocals make 
this m.uslc any less enjoyable are unfoun­
ded. The songs are so cleverly· constructed 
that it's possible for the listener to com­
pletely overlook the fact that there Is no 
singing. When deciding whether or not to 
buy this album. or any other Dregs album 
for that matter, the fact that they are an In­
strumental band should be of little or no 
consequence to the buyer. 

What Is more Important Is whether or not 
rock and roll with a touch of jazz and a bit of 
hlllbllly Is what the buyer Is looking for. If 
you do want to check out the Dregs. or If 
you're already familiar with them, "Unsung 
Heroes" is an excellent choice. 

It has more than the usual dose of excite­
ment. and Is a touch more on the rock and 
roll side than past albums. For the most 
parJ the songs are different than anything 
they've done before - this Js one of their 
best albums to date. 

each of the eight albums they're contracted 
for must coqtain all original material. 

Gambler's recent absence from the local 
circuit Is explained by their heavy touring 
schedule on the West Coast. While the band 
has no Immediate plans to forsake their 
Chicago roots, their record company Is ap­
plying pressure on them to move to Los 
Angeles. 

The band's recollections of their last time 
In LA are good examples of their refreshing. 
down-to-earth point of view. Listening to 
them recount their experiences In the city of 
L.A. one is reminded that there's a little bit 
of fan In all of us. 

"Eddie Money was staying at our hotel," 
recalls Del. "And while he was sunning him­
self by the pool. I snuck out there and laid 
down next to him, When I came back In the 
guys said. Where were you?' and I said, 'Me 
and Eddie Money were out by the pool.'" 

"Another time, this guy with glasses 
asked us. 'Hey. are you guys in a band?' He· 
looked like the farthest thing from· a must­
clan, so I said, 'Yeah, we're In a band called 
Gambler with a new record out on EMI 
American Records and Tapes,' and he said. 
'Oh. I'm Elliott Waston of the Cars.' I did get 
one of his guitar picks though." 

Having opened shows for Styx. Foreigner 
(earning a standing ovation), and Dire 
Straits In the past. Gambler has fallen prey 
to all the Injustices awarded to pening acts. 

they've only been poorly received once. 
'We had never been booed In the clubs," · 

recalls Bruce laughing at the memory. "Un­
til we played B. Glnnlngs opening for Elvis 
Costello a few yean> ago. We've played places 
where after a song ends there's no sound at 
all. So being booed and having things 
thrown at you Is better than nothing. By the 
time our set was over though. we had 'em on 
our side. It was a , real good experience 
because now I think we can handle 
anything." 

While working on touring plans as the 
OPening act on a major tour to be announ-
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ced later, Gambler Is making up for their ab­
sence on the local scene after having spe11:t 
the last six months :working on their album 
by returning briefly to the club circuit 

For a band that has been around as long 
as other local acts with records out­
Survivor. Off Broadway, Tantrum, and 
Trillion- It seems odd that Gambler's im­
age as a live draw Isn't stronger. Breckenfeld 
cites the bands' early decision to stick to do­
Ing only their own materials as a possible 
explanation. 

"Those bands played a lot of the clubs In 
their early days for practically no 
and we just though It wasn't worth ll We 
never went over that well on the North Side 
because we did all original material right 
from the start." 

Adds Del, 'We changed things for some 
bands beCause we decided to do all our own 
material and we decided to do two concerts 

The loop, ''went he<JVi on the 
album, almost before the vinyl 
hod cooled .. . " 

a night. which bands that could draw a lot 
more people than us weren't even doing." 

"It seems like there's a · strong local 
market for area bands right ·now," points 
our Breckenfeld. "In the city, people are very 
supportive of us as far as record sales and 
gigs. and I think that's just great In other 
cities we go to, It's not like that; their bands 
are the best. and I'd to see us have that 
attitude because our bands are the best. 
With Styx. Cheap Trick. REO, and us ail 
from one area that's not too bad." Bruce 
and Del Breckenfeld, Edger. Warren Mays 
and Chuck Schwartz are continuing to 
build an enthusiastic following through a 
combination of concerts and select club ap­
pearances throughout the Midwest 
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Decision time for senior athletes 

Where do We-go from tJere? 
1 
by Dan Robbins 

Varsity athletics are a btg part of many 
. student's htgh school career. For some it Is a 
chance for a college scholarship, for others 
simply local notoriety. But high school only 
lasts for lour years. What are some of this , 
year's senior athletes going to be doing In 
the next few years? 

Mark Hedrick. a member of the all­
conference football squad and one of this· 
years most valuable players, said "Even 
though I received a little recognition. I am 
stU! disappointed that I couldn't do more to 
help improve the team 's record." Hedrick 
plans to continue playing football at either 
Northern Illinois or Illinois State. 

For Lance Kammes. the on-field perfor­
mance was just one aspect of high school 
sports. Kammes played a large part In in­
Itiating an organization called the 

. Fellowship of Christian Athletes which 
made him a leader both on and off the field. 
Kammes reflected on his four years of foot­
ball. "although we haven't always been Win­
ners. I felt It was an excellent and enjoyable 
experience." Kammes received ~11 area 
honorable mention and will attend Wheaton 
College next year where he will continue to 
play football. 

One of West Chicago's all -around 
athletes, Chris Mosson, has devoted much 
of his high school career to sports. He let~ 
tered in both basketball and football as a 
junior and as a sophomore he lettered and 
received all-conference honorable mention 
in baseball. "Participating In sports all year" 
commented Mosson. "Gives you no time to 
relax. But I've enjoyed all three sports and 
I'm glad I had a chance to play." He will con­
tinue to play baseball at either Illinois State 
or College ofDuPage. . 

Tom Wlborg. who placed fourth at dis­
tricts and missed qualifying for state by a 
fraction of a second, will attend Southern Il­
linois. He doesn't plan on swimming 
though. WI borg explained "I probably won't 
swim my first year. I think that It would take 
up too much of my time and grapes are my 
first priority." 

Mark Hedrick is only one of many dedicated senior athletes. 

Craig Wheatley. who lettered in both 
track and football as a junior. felt that he 
had a "mediocre" year In football and is 
looking forward to a better year in track. He 
plans on attending Southern Illinois where 
he will play football. "I didn't play up to my 
potential this year," commented Wheatley, 
"But I'm not going to Jet It bother me. I know 
I can do better down at Southern." 

Students l Athletes. 
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All these athletes bave put hours of hard 
work and dedication into their sport and 
although their days as high school stan­
douts are almost over. college Is coming 
soon. 

Scoreboard 
April Varsity Baseball 
Naperville North 5-3 (W) 
Wheaton North 1-8 (L) 
Naperville Central 4-5 (l) 
Glen bard North 0-8 (L) 
Wheaton Warrenville 6-9 (L) 
Wheaton Central 7-2 (W) 
Glenbord South 1-12 (L) 
Naperville North 3-1 0 (l) 
Naperville North 1-14 (L) 
Naperville Central 6-8 (l) 
Naperville Central D-1 0 (l) 
Wheaton North 1-3 (L) 
Glenbord North D-5 (l) 
Glenbard North ' 1-9 (L) 
Wheaton North 9-1 (W) 
Ycnlly Softball 
Streamwood 
Elk Grove 
Burlington Central 
Naperville Central 

. 7-3(W) 
1-2 (l) 

12-2(W) 
3-4 (L) 

Glenbard North 
Wheaton Central 
Naperville North 
Wheaton North 
Glenbard South 
Naperville Central 
Whea.ton Warrenville 
Tennis 
Elgin Larkin 
Naperville North 
Wheaton North 
Addison Tralllnv. 
Naperville Central 
Glenbord North 
Geneva ' 
Wheaton Warrenville 
Downers Grove North 
Wheaton Central 
Glenbarct South 
Conference Meet 
Girls Track 
Aprll21 
Wheaton Central 

13-11 (W) 
D-12 (L) 

17-4 (W) 
2D-O(W) 
7-12 (L) 
6-2(W) 
9-7 (W) 

3-2 (W) 
2-3 (L) 
2-3 (L) 
5of8 

D-5 (l) 
3-2(W) 
5-0(W) 
3-2(W) 
2-3 (l) 

3-2(W) 
2-3 (L) 

6th 

53-71 (L) 
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Schedule 

Baseball 
May 

0/)(F&S) 
15 Wheaton Central A A 4:15p.m. 
18 Glenbard ~uth A H 4:15p.m. 
20 Glenbard.South H A 4:15p.m. 

19. 21 Regional Tourn. TBA 
23, 26 
30 Sectional Toum. TBA 
June 
1 Sectional Toum. TBA 
4, 5 State finals TBA 
Tennis 
May 
16 District Toum. TBA 
21-13 State Finals TBA 
Boys Track & Reid 
May 
15. 16 District Meet TBA 
18 Kaneland Frosh Invite. A4:00 p.m. 
22, 23 State Finals TBA 
Glds Track & field ~ 
May • 
15, 16 IHSA State - ~ TBA 

I 

Girls Badminton , 
May ---.-
16 Conference A TBA 

at Wheaton 
23 Districts TBA TBA 
29, 30 State Finals TBA TBA 
Girls Softball 
May 
15 ,Gienbard South A 4:15p.m. 

' 18 Naperville North H 4:15p.m. 
20 Wheaton North A 4:15p.m. 
11-23 Regionals TBA TBA 
26. 27 Sectionals TBA TBA 
29 
June 
4, 5 State Finals TBA TBA 

Varsity tennis 
by Meg Barry 

This year's varsity team relies heavily on 
the abilities of their underclassmen. 

Standouts Freshman Bruce Fraser and 
sophomore Greg Van Dine alternate bet­
ween first singles and joining senior Andy 
Hamilton at first doubles. 

Hamilton. the team captain, provides the 
playrrs with leadership. 'We confide in 
him.' ' explained senior Joe Mancini. "If we 
have any problems he's the one we go to." 

F11'shman Dave Gary and sophomore 
Mark MahJasevich team up for second dou­
bles. Seniors Kevin Knapp and Joe Mancini 
and. junior Randy Turner are usually 
scheduled for singles competition. 

Fraser. a key player. sprained his ankle In 
April. during a nonconference meet. The in­
jury made Bruce a spectator for two weeks. 
hurting the team severely. as their second 
ran to 1-3 wlthout.him. -

"This year's team Is ohe of the most flexi­
ble," according to Zabelin. "Everybody has 
seen action in both singles and doubles 
play." 

Th<' players only complaint. as Fraser 
statrcl . are the "crummy tennis courts." Van 
Dine feels that ''They should be on the ad­
ministration's list for Improvements. They 
should be leveled off and resurfaced." 

We-Go Is hosting the district tournament 
this weekend. Coach Zabelln "guarantees'' 
spectators" good tennis from the top players 
In tht> arra. "In a wild tournament." .Zabelln 
feels the home court advantage should 
boost their chances for victory. 

Th<' players and coach seem united In 
thel r l'onvlctlon that they are "a team of the 
future." Zabelln sees ''an improved team for 
the nrxt two years." Van Dine. Matljasevch, 
Gary and Fraser all need experience. They 
may not win conference (In two years) but 
t hry will be ron tenders. 
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