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Spons

Magnuson — off the ice

by Lauren Vogt
3

As I stood in the Chicago Stadium
waiting to talk to Keith Magnuson, former
player and now coach of the Chicago Black
Hawks hockey team, I tried” collecting my
thoughts. It seemed unreal for me to be
within reach of a man 1 have admired for
several years. ‘

I wanted to walk into his office with a
professional aif, calm and cool instead of
the nervous, inwardly quaking girl I really
was. | convinvced myself I would act with
poise.

Finally, I was led through a small maze of
offices. I held my head up and inhaled
deeply. However, as | approached Mr.
Magnuson's office, I saw him look around
the corner and smile at me. My bravado fled
me silently and swiftly. I stood there with my
knees shaking and my tongue feeling like
glue. 3

I was ushered into the room. Magnuson
shook my hand and greeted me warmly.

He offered me a seat and noticed my ner-
vousness. After assuring me, “we're all just
normal human beings.” we began talking in
earnest.

Magnuson explained why he stopped
playing to become a coach. “My career was
cut short with three knee operations and
my other injuries.”

Bob Pulford, general manager of the
Black Hawks asked Magnuson to become
coach Eddie Johnson's assistant. At the end
of the year when Johnson didn't renew his
contract, Magnuson accepted the position.

“I don’t miss playing because I wasn't
physically able to do it anymore. My body
retired before my mind did. That made my
mind up for me. I knew the night I played
my last game [ was ready to get out because I
didn't have pride in what I was doing, That's
the only game where I really felt that way.”

Magnuson, now drawing to a close his
first year in coaching, described his biggest
challenge as a rookie, “I feel being successful
is a big challenge. I feel a coach is successful
if he's 500 in the win/loss column. You try to
obtain a higher goal each year or you try to
win every game. Just to be successful this
year is what I've set for myself, to reach 80
points and to do well in the play offs. I'd like
to get by the second round if we could.”

Magnuson also brought up, “The belief is
that a lot of players don't make very good
coaches. That's a thing I'd like to prove
wrong too.” ;

Asa player, Keith took the team's win/loss
record very personally. He felt there was a lot

he could do about it. “I feel that way as a
coach too. If you win, the players take the
benefit. if you lose, the coach takes it. The
coach has something to do with both winn-
ing and losing, but the coach gets it when
you lose.”

Magnuson feels his fellow Black Hawks
have been very “receptive” with his new
position as coach.

“You can’t expect anyone you have
authority over, if you keep exercising that
authority. to respond to it. You have to use
that authority at the right time. Every once
in a while you have to come down on them
and let them know things are getting out of

hand. This is the way I hope I'm doing it

now.

Magnuson's concept of a coach is a mix-
ture of a "psychologist. leader, sometimes a
father image. and sometimes a friend.”

“You, have\to know they can work with
you and still give you that little bit of respect
that, you have to earn gr that you deserve.
You' have to be able 10 joke to laugh with
them. but still have /at respect.”

As a player,/Magnuson felt very
superstit pq; ometimes I'd be very
negative to get myself up. If we lost a game,
I'd be negative with my own personal self
and that would fire me up for the next game.
I can't do that as a coach. I can't get down,
because if I get down. the team gets down.
That way. when I think more positive, I get
less superstitious.”

Magnuson claims his father and his two
older brothers had much influence over him
on choosing hockey for a career. Another
person was Gordie Howe. Magnuson met
him when he was eight years old in Canada
and Howe had a “great impact” on him. He
had the most influence on Magnuson in
looking towards being a player in the
National Hockey League. ;

Magnuson feels the National Hockey
League expanded too fast in the 1970's.
Along with the World Hockey Association,
the talent was thinned out in Canada and
America. Since the WHA merged with the
NHL. the talent is now going to fewer teams.
The average age has gone down because
there used to be many teams between two
leagues. Now there is only one league and
fewer teams. Magnuson said, “The talent's
better and we find that those players that
are older are out of jobs in hockey. This is
bad for the older players, but it's great for
hockey because you find that the calibur of
play has improved greatly.”

Though most good American hockey
players were born in Canada, Magnuson

thinks the triumph of the American Olym-
pic Hockey Team in the 1980 Winter Olym-
pics has helped the sport in the United
States. “The interest in the youngster just
starting out in hockey has increased
because of that victory. It was a tremendous
victory for our country both politically and
athletic wise. I feel the northern states, the
eastern states will be the hot beds of hockey.
They are going to provide the NHL with a lot
of players.”

In pro hockey. there are now approx-
imately a hundred American players and
about twenty or thirty in the major leagues.

Magnuson used to be the policeman or
hit man of the Black Hawks when he was a
player. He felt that was one way he could
make the team because he was limited in
talent, and thought, “Chicago needed a
physical defense man.”

He took boxing and karate lessons to help
him on the ice. “They helped but I wasn't
really successful at fighting. I think a lot of
times | got into fights where I wasn't per-
sonally involved, my teammates were and I
wasn't really angry. If you go into a fight
protecting your teammates, you're not
really angry at that guy, your angry at what
he did to your teammate. He might turn his
attention on you and you're not ready for it.
I think I lost alot of fights not being ready. I
asked too many questions instead of going
in there and throwing the first punch.”

Magnuson feels they have several tough
people on the Blacks Hawks. "I think the
first guy to come in here and replace me was
Terry Ruskowski, our captain. That's one of
the reasons he is captain. He protects him-
self and he protects his teammates. [ think
some of the people who support him in that
roll are Al Secord who we required this year.
He's a very tough man and physical, he likes
to hit. So does Dave Hutchinson.

“We have to all stay together. If things get
tough against the team in an opposing rink
or even in our own rink, we have to stick
together as a team.”

Magnuson describes hockey as a “sport
contained in an arena.” “Eventually in a
physical contact sport contained in an area,
you're going to have eruptions of temper. In
hockey, they have fighting to let the temper
out. Who's to say whether there's too much
violence in hockey. I don't think it would
hurt the sport if they eliminated fighting.
It's an action filled, fast type of sport and I
think that will always interest fans.”

Scorebodrd

by Chris Miller
Scoreboard

Girls Badminton
We-go 3 Lockport 7

Tennis

We-go 3 Cary Grove 2
We-go 5 Streamwood 0
We-go 0 Batavia 5

Baseball

We-go 6 Geneva ID

We-go 3 Batavia 0

Boys Gymnastics

We-go 66.5 Streamwood 62.5
We-go 65 Larkin 75

Girls Softball

We-go Oswego

We-go Streamwood

Boys Track

We-go Fox Valley Relays

We-go Naperville North
Girls Track
We-go Fenton
We-go Naperville Central
We-go Naperville North

We-go Sporfs

Compiled by Chris Miller

Schedule

May W
1 Wheaton N. H
4 Naperville Cent. A
b Naperville Cent. H
7 Glenbard N. H
8 Glenbard N. A
11  Wheaton Warren. A
12 Wheaton Warren. H
14  Wheaton Cent. H
15 Wheaton Cent. A
Boys Track & Field
April i
28 Wheaton N. A
(at Glenbard S.)
May
2 DuPage County Meet A
(at Lake Park)
9 DuPage Valley A
Conference Meet
11  Wheaton North A
SophInv.
150r
16  District TBA
Tennis
April
24 Geneva (V&S) H
25 Quad-GaryGrove; H
Dundei, H
28 Wheaton Warrenville A
(V&S)
29  Downers Grove North A
(V&S)
30 ~Wheaton Central H
(V&S)
May
2 Quad-Aurora Central; H

Batavia, Waubonsie Valley

4 West Aurora (V&S) H
g Glenbard S. (V&S) A

8.9 Conference Meet (V) A

8.9 Conference Meet A
Soph at Naperville Central

11 St. Francis (V&S) H

12 Oswego (V&S) H

Gymnastics

April

25 Downers Grove S. H

27  Naperville N. A

28 LakePark A
Frosh Invitational

May

1 Conference Meet A

at Wheaton Central (V)
2 Conference Meet A
at Wheaton Central (F&S)

6-9 District

14-16 Sectionals

Girls Track

April

28 Wheaton Northand H
Glenbard South

May

1 or 2 DuPage Valley A
Conference Meet

£ Genevaand H
Burlington Central

8or9 IHA Districts TBA  TBA

15 or IHSATBA TBA

16

Badminton

April

28 Wheaton North H

30  Naperville Central =~ A

May

2 East Aurora A
Invitational

5 Wheaton Central H

7 Wheaton Warrenville H

12  Romeoville A

Softball

April

24  Glenbard North A

27  Wheaton Central H

29  Glenbard South H

May

1 Naperville North A

4 Wheaton North H

6 Naperville Central H

8 Wheaton Warrenville A

11  Glenbard North H

13  Wheaton Central A

15 Glenbard South A
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4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15
4:15

I>P>II> > IL>y

4:15p.m.

12:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.

5:30 p.m.

4:00 p.m.
9:00am.
9:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

9:00am.

4:00 p.m.
<-00 p.m.

TBA

«.15p.m.
4:15p.m.

1:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

TBA

4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

. 9:30am.

4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.

4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.
4:15p.m.

Correction

Contrary to a recent Bridge article, Richard Howard was not dismissed as head varsity
baseball coach. In fact it was Coach Howard's own decision to depart from baseball.

“Formalwear Service

o FOX VALLEY + ORLAND SQUARE “

«GOLFMNLL +PARK FOREST ;I‘rlég aruﬁle. Bui'1 me some peanuts and Cracker Jack and ... ", written by Dave Barry, ap-
« HARLEM AVENUE «RIVER OAKS in the March 27 issue of this 1. The Brid, to

: Sage. - oo g::my oy 5.3 pape ge wishes to apologize for any damage this
* JOLIET + STATE STREET :

SMERMLLVILLE VERNON HILLS _ Brian Arnold should also be recognized as a returning letterman. In addition, it should be
-::muoou + WOODFIELD noted that Dan Baxter's statements were the result of a general “misunderstanding.”
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