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Mike Kraft qualifies for state fourney

We-go's first in two years

by Diane Baker

Districts and Sectional, February 13 and
14, 20 and 21. Just two of the stepping
stones toward Champaign and the state
wrestling meet.

And, by now. Mike Kraft has been
through it all, ‘there and back. West:
Chicago’s first state competitor since Jeff
Smother two years ago, We-Go's first “un-
defeated” going into state since Scott Dierk-
ing, West Chicago’s legendary great.

But there have been others, other
wrestlers who've come close: Bob French
and Joey Rodriguez, losing out only in Sec-
tional action. And still ethers, like Rick Belle

. and Lupe Vela losing out by only a small
margin at Districts.

Yet, you can't forget the others, those who
wrestled in the true spirit of competition
through out the season, right through, barr-
ing. injuries or ineligibility, to the con-
ference meet, Districts, and finally Sec-
tionals, the actual cut-off point between go-
ing downstate or remaining at home on
February 27 and 28.

Districts

Mike Kraft, seeded first in his 155 pound
weight class, with a 30-0 record, advanced
to Sectionals with a romp over three oppo-
nents in District action.

“As awesome as ever, still lailing people.”
according to team mate Bob “Beefo" French,
team co-captain and unofficial team
spokesman, he added three wins to an

_already long winning streak with a 3:44 pin
over Brian Larson of St. Charles, later with a

12-4 decision against Rob Haniling of
Aurora East, and even later nabbed a berth
at Sectionals, racking up 11 points to three
for his opponent, Brian Brendel, a senior
out of Batavia.

“He's the class of the weight,” observed
Coach Bob Hein. “No doubt about it"
French went on, “He's gonna go to state”.—
which seemed to be the general concensus
among team mates, coaches, and opponents
alike. “There’s no onereally who'll give him a
run for his money,” he added as a pre-
sectional comment.

Wrestling Heavy weight, Bob French with
a 22-8-1 record, won 1st place after nearly
being defeated in an earlier match.

“Coach was reluctant to put me out there
for my final round,” Beefo stated. In his
second round, after having had a “bye” in
his first round, “I looked horrible. I didn't
feel good. 1 had a headache,” he complained.
In short. "I stunk the place up.”

Hein remarked, “I felt sorry for him,”
mentioning he could've made it into second
place if he'd dropped down into the wrestle
back consolation bracket and won.

Beefo, however, stayed to wrestle Dan
Nielsen, another senior from St. Charles,
who'd gone into the tournament with a 24-2
record, seeded first. As Neilsen had also
received a bye first round, the two wrestlers
went at each other in finals with one win a
piece behind them in tournament action.

“I was super-psyched for the finals!”
Beefo exclaimed, “I knew what I had to do to
the guy to stop his moves. I settled for the
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points.” And beat him in a 5-1 decision in
the end, for the first place title.

Joey Rodriguez, West Chicago's star 98-
pounder and chief wrestler in that class
during the entire season did “a nice job" at
Districts, according to Coach Hein. “The
weight class was not that strong; Joe was
favored to win it. and he did just that,” Hein
stated. “it came as no surprise,” he added.

“He had a nice smile on his face when he
won; he was happy.” expressed Bob French.

“He wasn't moving too much,” French
continued, when it occurred to him that he
could beat his opponent, which he finally
did during his last match of competition.

At 105 Kevin Ketch, going into the tour-
nament with a 6-17 win-loss record, lost by
a 3-0 decision in first round action.

John Naill, wrestling 119 was defeated in
a 3:47 fall, also in his first round. He'd en-
tered Districts with a record of 11-13.

Rick Belle. at 126 pounds, had a good
chance of advancing to Sectionals, and
would've “if we'd- just had a different of-
ficial,” Hein calmly remarked, “It was that
close.”

French, however, insisted, “Rick Belle was
so ripped off in the finals it was pathetic.”
Apparently, the referee had declared that

. one of Belle's moves was not a take-down

and he ended losing by one point. He did
take third place, but only firsts and seconds
advance to Sectionals.

Lupe Vela, 7-12-1 for the season, in the
132 pound weight division, lost 8-3, once
again in the first round of the tourney.

In the 138 pound weight class, Fritz Fin-
deisen won his first round with a 1:38 fall,
then suffered a loss in his second round, an
8-2 decision.

He advanced to the wrestle-back after his
opponent (who'd beat him out second
round), beat his next opponent (in the third
round). In the wrestle-back, he won his first
match but lost to theeventual second place

winner for a fourth place overall. =~
Rob Zalesiak failed to make it even into

his first ;;ound. suffering a rat-tail defeat.
His opponent in the rat-tail, a preliminary
round, did not win his next match, making
Rob ineligible to advance. Rob had entered
the tournament 8-15-1 record-wise. ;

/

At 185 Mike Ursini, with a 1-6 varsity
record, lost by a resounding 16-0 decision
against his number-one seeded opponent,
Jim Mzhickteno of St. Charles, failing
therefore to advance to the second round.
He wrestled again in the wrestle-back, but
lost out to another of Mzhickteno's oppo-
nents.

Sectionals

Of the three who advanced from Districts
to Sectionals: Joe Rodriguez, Mike Kraft,
and Bob French, only one was able to ad-
vance from Sectionals to State competition:
Mike Kraft.

Mike, following the Sectionals meet held
at Naperville North, was 36-0. And, going
down-state to Champaign, the general con-
census was, according to Hein, he's un-
defeated in 36 now, what's to keep him from
winning another 4 — the necessary total of
4 — at State.

The defending 155 pound state cham-
pion, Paul Coco, will meet up with Mike in
the quarter finals, as teammate Bob French
informed.

That advance to State followed an 11-5
decision victory over Brian Drendel of
Batavia, Mike's nemesis from Districts, in
their third meeting of the season.

Neither Beefo French nor Joey Rodriguez
were able to make it to finalsand win.

French did make it into semifinal action
after a first round win on the first day of
competition. He, however, was defeated in
his second round, on Saturday at Naperville
North.

Rodriguez lost in his first round on Fri-
day. but came back on Saturday, February
21, to end up in fourth place overall. That
was as much, as if not more than coach
Hein had expected, as Joe is still a freshman
this year.

And, especially as according to Bob
French, as he has a tendency to get psyched
out when he's aware his opponent is an
older student, a junior or a senior.

West Chicago, as a whole, at Sectionals
took seventh place, tied with Hoffman Es-
tates — both 22'; points. That was out of 25
teams.

And, West Chicago had its first State
qualifier in two years.

A high for girls b-ball

The highest *hasn’t come yet

by Kerri Christopherson

“The talent is there and its finally shown
they're doing real well,” stated girls’ varsity
basketball coach LaVora Singleton.

This year the girls' varsity basketball
team has had one of the best season ever at
We-go. They are tied with Wheaton Warren-
ville for first place in conference.

Commenting on the season, Coach
Singleton expressed, “I'm ecstatic, we
haven't been sitting at the top since we won
conference in 1976.”

At the Naperville North game Saturday,
We-go won by a score of 45-32. This made

the Wildcats conference record 7-1.

When asked of the high point of the
season Coach Singleton replied, “it hasn't
come yet.” The low point was when they lost
by one point to East Aurora in the
Christmas tournament.

Replying on whether they would win first
place in conference, Coach Singleton stated,

“I'm ecstatic, we haven't been
sitting at the top since ... “

“I don't know, I've dlsclpllngd myself to
think one game ahead.

We-go Sports

compiled by Dan Robbins -

Schedule

Boys Basketball
March :
26 Regionals TBA
at Batavia
10,11,13 Sectionals TBA
17 Super Sectionals TBA
20,21 State finals TBA
Girls Basketball
‘March
3 . Wego(H) Wheaton Central 6:30
6 We-go (H) Wheaton Warren. .6:30
9-13 Regionals TBA
16-19 Sectionals TBA
23 Super Sectionals TBA
26, 28 State Finals TBA

157 W. Washington St., West Chicago, lllinois

West Chicago State Bank

(312)231-1800 MemberF.D.I.C.

Scoreboard

Boys Basketball
February
13 We-go(H)51 W.he{mon North 73
20 We-go(A)52 Naperville Central 63|
21  We-go(H)59 Wheaton Central 71
27  We-go(H)68 Wheaton Warren- 56

Varsity Wrestling
February
13,14 Districts at Streamwood - 4th place h
20,21 Sectionals at Naperville North - 6th pl
27,28 StateFinals

February o

21 Districts - 5th place
27,28 StateFinals

 Girls Basketball
Febtuaxy

We-go (H) 45
17 We-go (A) 50
21  Wego(A)57
24 We-go(H)46
28 We-go(A)44

Naperville North 32
Glenbard South 29
Glenbard North 39
Wheaton North 37
Naperville Central 42 |
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