




















page8

Sports

Wrestling tfeam pinned

Improvement expected

by Diane Baker

Wrestling fans will be seeing “rapid im-
provement” in the Varsity Wrestling Team,
following the team’s dismal start into the
season, according to Coach Bob Hein.

“Individual . matches will be closer and
most exciting” and the wrestlers will be
“better prepared” as the season progresses,
Hein emphasized. Z

The team's 39-12 loss, with We-go pulling
only two decisions and a pin against Lyons
Township at the start of the season in addi-
tion to their sixth place out of eight teams
at their own Wildcat Invitational over
Thanksgiving were “disappointing”, if
nothing else, as Hein expressed.

The Coach admitted, "It appears we're
lacking in basics and in conditioning. We're
not quite as good as I might've hoped.” He
conceded also the team is “a little less talen-
ted” than he's previously expected.

He stressed, however, “We are a young
team: and with a lot of freshmen and

sophomores you will see a lot of freshmen

and sophomore-like mistakes. What it all
boils down to is a lack of experience.”

“Prior to the first meet I was in limbo,"
Coach Hein described his feelings.” “In the
practice room it's hard to tell how the team
will perform in front of a crowd. I hoped
maybe we just might be more talented.”

Hein did announce his intentions for the
season, “My goal is to have wrestlers in the
State Finals in February at Champaign.” He
found it “hard to single out individuals,”
but managed to mention a few state
hopefuls. ,

Bob French, senior. in the heavy weight
division is a top contender, “if he can stay

healthy” as Hein put it he tends to be “in-
jury prone,” but has both the ability and the
desire to make it. French himself announ-
ced, “I plan on going to state.” and con-
tinued, “Personally I wish I was a junior.”

Mike Kraft, a junior in the 167 weight
class, is another candidate for state. “He has
all the ingredients for success: good at-
titude, hard work, knowledge, and skills, he
just needs the break,” according to Hein.

Ed Pineda, the only returning senior let-
terman besides French, has the potential for
state also, in the 112 Ib. weight division.

Hein stressed that spectators will “see
quite a bit of changing around through the
season, changes in line-up will result from
several kids who will be beating each other
out as well as from “coaching decisions.” He

Bob French is once again victorious!
(photo by Frank Kerr)

was speaking of what Coach Bob Owens ter-
med, “the ladder of hierarchy with the var-
sityat the top.”

That “ladder” is what draws talent from
the lower levels through a system of
challenge matches. In each of these matches
a lower level wrestler (freshman, sophomore,
or JV) challenges a varsity team member. If
the lower level wrestler beats out the guy on
varsity he moves up and wrestles in the var-
sity wrestler's place. “It's understood,”

by Teresa Evans :

For six week old Michael Barborak, a
baseball game was the first taste of athletic
competition, but only the beginning. Now
32, Barborak has become the head coach of
the Wildcats. :

His father was a high school basketball
coach and a very great influence. “By observ-
ing him coach,” said Barborak, “I enjoyed -
what I saw and decided it was a great way to
earnaliving”

Barborak is-enjoying his first year away
from Texas. “Basketball is just not suppor-
ted,” stated Barborak, “because of inter-
ference by people in high places. Other
sports are hurt by practicing football year
round and on occasions forcing a player to
play only one sport.”

“It takes an awful lot to break my spirit,”
stated Barborak. His philosophy is simple;
“If all you're looking at in life is wins and
losses, then coaching can become hard to
bear. The true story is how you play.” 5

“We're not blessed with a lot of natural
talent,” expressed Barborak, “which is evi-
dent since we're picked to finish seventh in
conference. There's good performance from
everybody in different areas but size and in-
experience are our two big weaknesses.”

“I'm impressed,” said Barborak, “with the
fundamental players coach Netzel left me.

_ Players at the high school and junior high

level have been taught well, but we must get
kids started around fourth grade. One of

“Accent”uating basketball
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5 by Kris Schmitt
\ : Boys Basketball
November
~ 25 We-go(H) 52 St.Francis 42
28,29 We-go (A) 54 St.Charles 71
Tournament
63 Glenbard North 67
December
5 We-go (A) 39 Naperville North 65
6 We-go (H) 51 St. Charles 60
12. We-go(H) 64 Glenbard North 58
\, Varsity Wrestling
\ November :
Owens stated, “anybody good enough will 26  We-go(H) 12 LyonsTownship 39
go up to varsity.” 29 We-go(H) Wildcat 6th
“Therefore,” he also mentioned, with a pAtAtoRRl . Pree
smile, “the strength of the lower levels de- | pecember outof8
pends on how many good guys we cankeep |5 We-go(H) 36 NapervilleNorth 20
down.” 6 We-go (A) Batavia
The JV, which he coaches, had to forfeita § 12 = We-go(A) Glenbard North
considerable number of matches in their | 13  We-go(H) East Aurora
first meet, because so many JV wrestlers and Sycamore
were up in the varsity ranks. For this
reason, the JV as a team will have “no way” Swimmin;
to test their real strength. The one JV tour- | pooper Beps g :
nament, scheduled for January 24, coin- | 5 We-go (H) 79 Waubonsie Valley 91
cides with a conference meet. 9  We-go(A) 114Elgin Larkin 55
Bob “Beefo” French, as one of the teams
co-captains commented on the team's out- Z ’
look: “We're ambitious, and as far as quality Girls Varsity basketball
goes we're also gofofd-splrlted working-wise, Ee“m“?:%o A) 52 S e 22
willing to learn different things and try dif- : % aghy
PN R S 6 We-go (A) 30 Elk Grove 53
French continued saying the team's weak ;
area is “definitely a lack of experience.”
Coach Hein feels that a team's “win-loss
records can't be the sole criterion of success.
I measure success in terms of doing the best
we tan with the material we have.”
When asked if the team's resounding
defeat in their first dual meet could be any SChedUIe
indication of the season to come Hein Boys Basketball
replied I certainly hope not!” December
19 We-go(H) Glenbard South TBA .
26-30 We-go (A) Wheeling TBA .
Tournament
January ;
9 We-go (A) Wheaton'North ~ 8:00
10 We-go(H) Naperville Central 8:00
16 We-go(A) Wheaton Central = 8:00
17 We-go(A) Marmion 7:45
Wrestling
December .
19 We-go(A) Glenbard South  6:30
20 We-go(H) Bolingbrookand  1:00
Plainfield
26,27 We-go (A) Hinsdale Central 1:00
Tournament
January
9 We-go (H) Wheaton North ~ 6:30
10 We-go(A) Homewood 10:00
Tournament
16  We-go(H) Wheaton Central 6:30
17 We-go(A) . Westmont 1:30
and Geneva
- Boys Swimming
December
18 We-go(H) Naperville South  6:30
5 We-go (H) Marmion - 6:30
8 We-go (A) Benet 6:30
15 We-go(H) East Aurora 4:30
22 We-go(A) Morris 4:30
Girls Basketball
December
. . 16, We-go(A) Bolingbrook 8:00
17,18 Tournment
Coach Barborak gives histeamaboost | 23 We-go(H)  Glenbard East 6:30 -
during a time out. (photo by Frank Kerr) § 27, We-go(H)  We-go TBA
29, 30 Invitational :
our goals is youth basketball.” January ;
When he was asked for predictions on the ?3 VwVe—go (:) gfpewme North  6:30
- outcome of the season, he had little to say, | .o w::gg :H)) Glgm ggurtthh , ggg
but was quick to add "A real loser IS § 55 W oia)  WheatonNorth  6:30
- someone who does not fulfill his potential. S ’ g
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