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Sports

Optimistic about conference victory

by Silvia Belicke

What are this year's Volleyball teams
chances of another conference victory? Ms.
Gail George, starting her 11th year as var-
sity coach is very optlmistic about her
team's chance of success.

She feels that, “We should start where we
left off last year,” which is a commendable
goal after last year's impressive number one
conference victory with an 11 win, 3 loss
record. Coach George remarked that, “We
expect to place first in conference again this
year and I think we have a good chance of
achieving that goal.”

She went on to say, “And it will only be
through hard practice and commitment to
the team.-It is all the team effort. We're only
as strong as our weakest player. It's the en-
tire team’s responsibility to make every girl
effective. And I Always expect 100% from
each player.”

George explained that the team has more
offense this year because of the four girls
that returned from last year and the five
that were moved up. All of whose training to
play fast, which is the pace they go by, will
now come, in handy.

The team is made up of three seniors, two
of which are captains of the team, Brigitte

“All nine girls have the
potential to be excellent
Vol}leyball players ...

Kynast, an All Conference winner, and
Karen Fadtke. Juniors Leslie Anderson, also
an Alt Conference winner, and Co-captain
Laura Finnegan make up the four returning
team mates. The rest of the team is made up

of remaining senior Jayce Radavich, Juniors
Nanette Steel and Denise Maillous, and
Sophomores Sue Beedle and Laura Saver.
George said, “All nine girls have the poten-
tial of being excellent volleyball players if
they have the desire and dedication to doit.”
The strengths of the team are that they're
stronger at the net this year with main
spikers Kynast and Anderson being joined
by Finnegan. The team’s serving is also an
area where they are sufficiently skilled at so
they can place the ball exactly where they
want it on a serve.

But the key to all this is that they don't

Laura Finnegan Is shown here spik-
ing the ball. (Photo by Mike Sitarz)

Psyching up and

eating out

. by Michelle Monroe

Twelve football players were interviewed,
as to what they do to psyche up before a
game. For many of them this begins early in
the week and carries on right up to their
play on the field.

They were also interviewed on their
eating habits, superstitions and what they
do after a strenuous game.

Most of the players start psyching them-
selves up early in the week by practicing
hard, thinking of the game, playing the
game in their head and meditating.

The team, as a whole, psyches themselves
up by “togethernéss on the field.” They sing,
practice hard, do cheers, listen to “Another
One Bites The Dust” by Queen and as Rob
“Radar” Ream put it "Just go hyper!”

Their pre-game meal varies from player to
player. Some players meals are well-
balanced in nutritional value such as Jim
Fuller's hamburger, salad and milk. Others
are for a quick-énergy pick-me-up like
Lance Kammes' Honey, or Pat Dyes' can-
dybar. .

Tournament experience needed

by Kris Schmitt
This year’s girls’ tennis team was trying

to reach their peak when the teachers went

on strike. “The strike definitely hurt us,”
says Coach Singleton. While the teacher
were on strike the team missed two dual
meets and one quad tournament. Coach
Singleton expects the team to finish one
place above their seventh place finish last

According to Coach Singleton “The
team’s biggest weaknesses are the lack of
tournament experience and the fact that
the girls don't grow up with tennis.”
However their coach is optimistic because

R

“they all have the
desire to improve”

she says “they all have the desire to im-
prove.”
Their fourth meet of the season was

against WHeaton Central, one of the

When the question was asked of how the
players psyche-out the opposing team, the
most popular answer seemed to be the
“FIRST HIT,” to let the other team know who
is setting the pace. Kevin Hedrick has his
own philosophy to psyching-out the oppos-
ing team: “Win the game the week before.”
Jim Fullers reply: “let the quarterback do
that”

Superstitions were from the glamorous
to the serious in answers. ’

Bob “Beefo” French dreams every Thurs-
day night of winning the game on Friday,
Gary Hansen has two pairs of “special
socks” he wears every game. Rob “Radar”
Ream makes sure his “Right contact is in
his right eye, and his left contact is in the
left eye.” Lance Kammes “prays before every
game,” and Pat Dye “Ties his shoes tight.”

After a strenuous game, most of the
players go home and eat or like Kirk
Schmitt go to Burger King, then go home
and rest. And some like Lance Kammes “Go
home and cry.”

toughest teams in the DuPage Valley Con-
ference. The two top teams in the DVC are
Naperville North and Naperville Central. The
girls in Naperville grow up with tennis and
then they are able to play indoors all winter.

West Chicago's top players in singles are
Alyson Dieter and Meg Nickelson. Alyson is
just a sophomore so she has two more years
to gain experience and help WE-GO to a
winning season.

Meh Nickelson, a senior, has helped the
team a great deal by taking some of the bur-
den off of Alyson.

The top doubles team consists of Carol
Muilenburg and Lisa Cavin. Since Carol is
only a sophomore and Lisa just a junior,
they will be returning next year, along with
Alyson to lead the WE-GO tennis team.

One thing Coach’ Singleton says is that
“the girls get discouraged because of no
school recognition.” So far this year most of
the teams have been introduced at pep
assemblies, but the tennis team is one that
hasn't.

It would give the team ‘extra incentive if
the school would be aware of the tennis
team also.

base their offense on spikers but rather
base it on defense. Coach George stated,
“They don't just hit all the time. The team
makes deceptive moves and has to out think
and out smart the other teams.” The whole

Superman? No, it's Joyce

Radaviche setting-up for "a-

Wildcat victory. (Photo by Mike
- Sitarz)

team rallying and having a desire to become
champions furthers them. George feels, “We
work harder than any other team. We have
to be fast and on top of the game. If each girl
does her job it makes the whole team look
good and win games.” The fact that the
players have no fear of facing a hard hit ball
or hitting the floor is also a definite plus.
Ms. George commented that as to
weaknesses, “If the girls don’t push them-

selves 100%, that to me is a weakness."”

All of this year's conference volleyball
teams will be key opponents but in Coach
George's opinion, Naperville Central will be
especially challenging. Last year We-Go
shared conference with Naperville but later
beat them at Districts. ;

-The lack of support from spectators has
been brought up a couple times. “So far we
have had great support from fans that are at

Karen Fadke and Sue Beedle await
the retum of the ball. (Photo by Mike
Sitarz) ; -.:::

the games. When the ,players support each
other, we seem to be mentally on top, but a
lot more so with spectator support,” com-
mented Kynast. 2

DVC standings improve

by Steve Hyden

After ending the soccer season last year
with an unimpressive 4-13-1 record, rated
7th in the DuPage Valley Conference. The
Wildcat Varsity soccer team is hoping to
play this year to a higher position in the
DVC standings.

This year is the first year in which the
DVC is playing a double round robin tour-
nament. Usually the conference plays a
single round robin tournament and. one
playoff game. This year they will play each
team twice, but will not participate in a play
off game.

Only playing seven games out of the
round robin tournament, the West Chicago
kickers have this season with a record of 3-
1-3, rated third in the DVC standings, a lot
better than last years record.

When asked who would be the top con-
tender this year Coach Steve Kimery said

that, “Wheaton North and Wheaton Warren-
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wville will be the top teams to beat this year,”
‘Wheaton North is rated second and
Wheaton-Warrenville is rated fourth in the
DVC.

Coach Kimery emphasized “This yum
team is a very well balanced team, with no
single stars.” He did tell me though, “Senior
Co-Captain Amold Kriebaum has shown
tremendous improvement at fullback posi-
tion.” Coach Kimery also added that Junior,
Rudy Castillo has improved such that he
has excellent ball control on offense.

Bill Hahn remarked that some of the
weaknesses of the team are that “The team
needs to lmpmvc on its communication
during the game.” Hahn also said that the
whole team suffers from a host of various
minor injuries slowing the team down a Iit-
tle bit. Coach Kimery concluded, “The team
has a very good chance in the DVC
standings because the team really enjoys
playing this year, and that itself is a good
start.”
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