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Sports

First We-Go tennis players downstate

AYRES, FRANTZ finish in state top 30

. by Hector Gutierrez

In the history of boy’s tennis here at West
Chicago we have never had a team go
downstate, until now. That team consists of
seniors, Randy Ayres and Kerry Frantz. After
fighting through tough competition in dis-
tricts and qualifying for state, the two
prepared themselves to do battle with their
first opponents from Sterling,

According to varsity tennis head coach,
Donald Zabelin, the team from Sterling had

Randy Ayres displays his concentration
that helped him through conference
play. (photo by William Speiman)

one player who was equivalent in talent to
Frantz and Ayres and his partner wasn't.
‘We had a big advantage because I ran
into a coach that I knew and he had already
played Sterling and told us about their style
gfdplay. That gave us the edge because they
idn’t know how we played,” lained
coach Zabelin. ; i
Apparently it helped as- the team of
Frantz ahd Ayres won 6-2, 6-3. Coach

Cloudy skies, bright futur

by Michelle Monroe

After a disappointing season Coach
Richard Howard and Terry Zimmerman are
optimistic about next year's varsity team.
Coach Howard said he felt being in: the
DuPage Valley Conference, which has a high
percentage over other conferences in this
area, made it doubly tough to be successful.
All the schools were tough and each had

good individuals. but he felt that the varsity .

team put forth effort and did fairly well con-
sidering. . o
Howard explained "Having all away

games didn't seriously affect the way the -

team played. They had backing at the other
schools, and they had played on those fields
before so it wasn't like they were complete
strangers.” The biggest weakness on the
team' was “lack of hitting! The team’s
hitting was not as good as antigipated at the
beginning of the year; as the team struck
out 40 to 50 percent of the time. (Ten per-
cent'ls a good percentage and you can see
they were well over this.,) :

A surprise this year was sophomore
Pitcher Don Barlass who was better than in-
dicated at the beginning of the year. When 1
asked Coach Howard who the most im-
proved player was this year, he quickly
replied, “Mike Howell” who is a catcher. “He

really came out and played well" said

Howard. “There were other players who have
improved, but Mike had definitely made an
immeasurable improvement.” Another
highlight of the season was a game against
Wheaton-Warrenville. The Cats were losing
8-0 and then came back to win the game 14-
8. It was the first time they have beaten
‘Wheaton-Warrenville in 5 years.
The varsity coach said it was hard to
choose a valuable player considering they

Zabelin felt that this was a key win. Their
next opponents were a team from Evanston.
Ayres, Frantz, and Zabelin all agreed that
the team from Evanston were very good, as
We-Go lost 6-1, 6-3. When asked what went
wrong and why they lost, Ayres smiled and
replied, “We were outplayed. They were very
5 Coach Zabelin thought that the duo of
Frantz and Ayres played up. to their best
potential and that when they seem they
were being beaten by Evanston, they should
have changed their strategy after the first

set. ;

After losing to Evanston, they played a
consolation match against Downers South.
The result a 6-4 6-3 victory for We-Go. They
then advanced to play East Moline. Coach

. Zabelin felt that Frantz and Ayres, “played

ihem tough’ as they lost the first set in a tie-
breaker 7-6. The next set wasn't as close as
the first as the duo from We-Go lost again 6-
2.

“We almost split up ..”

Out of over one thousand teams, Frantz
and Ayres finished in the top 30 in the state.

/ This small bit of history almost wasn't as

Frantz explained, “We almost split up dur-
ing the season because we were getting
down on each other and playing poorly. One
 reason was because [ was playing timid and
it hurt our play. Randy played his best and
we didn’t play our potential until the end of
the season.”
Both Franz and Ayres never played tennis
before high school and teamed up as

sophomores. In their first season as a team |

they went tindefeated and took first doubles
conference. Their junior year they played
second doubles and won conference again,
and had a 5-2 record. ‘

To top of the great season that they had
this year they were noted the most valuable
players. After high ‘'school both Kerry and
Randy intend in trying out for tennis in
college with Kerry at Northern lllinois and
Randy at Florida.

After just three years of experience and
when they get more in college, maybe we will
be hearing more about them in the near

 future.

had won only two games (that was the num-
ber of wins at the time of the writing). But

Sophomore Don Barlass added a “sur-
prise” (photo by Barlass)-

.

Kemny Frantz who played “timidly”
through conference shows his
aggresive play at districts. (photo by
William Speiman) ‘
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We-g0 52
Scoreboard -

WE-GO (A) 3 Naperville Central - 8
WE-GO (A) 8 Naperville Central.“. .9
WE-GO (A) 3 Glenbard North -©+ ~4

WE-GO (A) 1 Wheaton Warrenvile: . 7
WE-GO (A) 0  Wheaton Warrénville-* -2 -
WE-GO (A) O Wheaton Central* * - 13
WE-GO (A) 1 Wheaton Central- " - * .10
WE-GO (A) 3 Glenbard South 5
WE-GO (A) 4 Glenbard South 5
REGIONAL TOURNAMENT !
WE-GO (A) 6 Batavia 0
WE-GO (A) 2 St. Charles M B2
BADMINTON _
WE-GO (A) Wheaton Central - 6
WE-GO (A) 4 Wheaton Wgrrenvﬂlo; .3
SOFTBALL -
WE-GO (H) 8 Wheaton North - - 7
REGIONALS
WE-GO 11 Paw Paw 1
WE-GO

2 St. Charles 12

(H) Home Games -
(A) Away Games
* Conference Games

‘Mike Howell (shown above) was voted “Most Improved player” by Coach Richard
Howard. (photo by Lynne Barlass)

e for varsity baseball

he said, “If I had to choose the most valuable
player, it would probably be Greg Hansen."
Coach Howard explained his reasons for
naming Hansen as the MVP because of his
attitude, commitment, and he got along well
with fellow teammates. .

The players (as a group) did not perform
with the ability in which they would have
liked to, and at times got angry with them-
selves. ; g

Sophomores have

positive aftitude

Coach Howard .and Coach Zimmerman

consider next. year as something to look
forward to. "“The Freshmen and
Sophomores tend to help one get through a
season like this,” said Coach Howard. “The
sophomores have a good, sound positive at-
titude, they perform well, work hard, they
have dedication and motivation and look to
- be the nucleus of the squad next year.”
The coaching staff and players are look-
ing forward to the facilities, with the new
fields being completed by next season.
For this year’s varsity squad there is still
the State Tournament Regionals in which
‘they beat Batavia got beaten by St. Charles
.in the second round.
As for next year's varsity squad — the
coaches are looking for the DVC title.

- Lynne Barlass)

!

MVP, Greg Hansen is sﬁown ‘e

the mask he wore to'

tect his broken
nose during the ‘

. (photo by
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