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Sports

Attitude makes up for lack of depth

by Steve Binder
Head Coach Gail George possesses a dis-
tinctive, humble type of respect for the girls
she coaches and calls “packhorses.” It's truly
an appropriate adjective describing this

POW! Senior shortstop power-hitter Laura Finnigan smashes a home run fo left

them a ballgame. The girls must travel to the
Jjunior high field every practice session. For
both home and away games, they will always
arrive late, (We-go is dismissed a half hour to

field against the Glenbard North Panthers, helping her Cats to victory 12-9.

(photo by Lynn Bariass) ¢

year's girls' softball squad, especially when
considering the obstacles they must over-
come.

As a result of only 11 members on the var-
sity team, the Cats suffer from a lack of
depth, which in crucial situations could cost

Tennis serving
up doubles

by Hector Gutierrez

After facing tough non-conference com-
petition early in the season and getting off
to a slow conference start (1-4 thus far), the
boys' tennis team is now battling for a
fourth place conference finish.

Head Coach Donald Zabelin feels that
meets against conference rivals Wheaton
Central and Glenbard South are “very im-
portant to finish fourth ‘in conference,”
Coach Zabelin would like to nail down at
least two more victories. Zabelin thinks that
the strength of his year's squad lies within
the doubles teams. First doubles team
Randy Ayres and Kerry Frantz highlight the
squad - experience . wise, -having won con-
ference doubles competition the last two
years. They own a 5-2 record thus far this
season. Andy Hamilton and Brian VanDine
combine to form the second doubles team
and currently are undefeated through seven
matches.

“If we have a weakness it is in our singles
game,” explained the varsity coach. One
player who certainly is not a weakness is

~ freshman Gregg VanDine. Gregg is the num-
ber two singles player and is 5-4 thus far.
“He plays good under pressure but has a lit-
tle trouble getting started. When he gets
warmed up he can be really rough,” com-
plimented Zabelin. Three of his wins have
been “come from behind victories.”

In comparing last year's 1-6 team with
this year's squad, Zabelin said, “This year's
team is a little stronger than last year's,
mainly because of the singles game improv-
ing.” Competing along with VanDine in the
singles department are senjor first singles
Rich Briggs and juniors Andy Verdooren
and Kevin Knapp.

When talking to some of the players, they
all seemed confident. Ayres feels, “We can
take conference doubles again, we did it two
years in a row.” Another player who didn't
feel confident about his own game but had
high praise for his coach said, “He's a good
coach. He let's you know how he feels.

“During the summer I worked with a few
players,” explained Zabelin, “and it seems to
have helped a lot. As for competition since
I've been here, it has been very good.”

With Districts being the next step before
state competition, Zabelin sees possible
state hopefuls in the doubles teams. He
believes victories over Wheaton Warrenville
and Wheaton Central will strenghten those
hopes and add confidence to their play. You
can see our Cats in action in District com-
petition tonight beginning at 4:15.

an hour later than all DVC schools) receiv-.

ing little time to prepare themselves for the
game, g

However, the type of attitude displayed by
the girls this year permits them to push
away these obstacles. Coach George com-
mented, “They would go everywhere and do
anything to play. They're fighters and they
work very hard.”

Perhaps a bit too hard, because at the
time of this writing the girls have been
plagued with oodles of errors, averaging four
to six mistakes a game. Part of the blame
may be placed on the inexperience of the
squad as a whole. Five of the eleven girls
have less than two years of playing ex-
perience under their belts. Since there are
only 11 girls, little jumbling between the
bench and the field occurs. Hence, as the
season progresses the number of errors
should decrease because as Coach George
explained, “They are starting to become
stable within their own position.”

With play in the field shaping up, the
Wildcats at the plate have consistently been
.making contact with the ball. Led by the

Senior co-captain Alan Murphy shows
the proper form of an iron cross perfor-
med on the rings. Varsity-wise, the Cats
look questionable for the DVC meet at
Glenbard North tonight. Depending on
how well the injured Scoft Ballance and
Amold Fredricks perform, the Cats are
shooting for a fith place DVC finish.
(photo by Frank Kerr)

long ball threats of Karen Fadke, Candy
Clausen, and Laura Finnigan, this year's
squad should be chalking up the points, as
evidenced already in games played thus far.
Fadke, a junior center fielder and relief
pitcher, according to Coach George, has
done “a super job, all-around thus far.”

- Junior “second basewoman” Clausen has

consistently supplied the team with doubles
and triples. Sophomore Finnigan handles
the shortstop position and aids in the
pitching department while senior Jean
Radavich uses her “superhuman” arm in
leftfield and at the catcher position.
Providing some inspirational leadership is
senior Laurie (Louchy) Murphy, who
protects the hot corner at third base.
Overall Coach George feels there's still
something missing this year. “We haven't
found the key that will make this team
click,” she expressed openly. Even though

Sophomore Gizelle Poliak reaches
down low for the pitch she hopes will
subdue her Glenbard North opponent.
(photo by Lynn Barlass)

the key has yet to be found, Coach George
notices how, “Each game we have improved.
We've come a long way since the beginning
of the season, but there’s still a long way to
go." Fortunately, the type of attitude the
girls have combined with their eager desire
to play should accelerate the process of
finding their key this year.

We-go
Scoreboard

Boys' Baseball .

We-go(A)* 1  Naperville North 11
We-go(A)* 3 Wheaton North 6
We-go(A)* 4 Naperville Central 9
We-go(A)* 4  Glenbard North 20
We-go(A)* 14 Wheaton Warrenville 8 |
We-go(A)* 1 Wheaton Central 7
We-go(A)* 1  Glenbard South 4
We-go(A)* 3  Naperville North 1
We-go(A)* 1  Naperville North 9
We-go(A)* 2 Wheaton North 5
We-go(A)* 5 Wheaton North 11
: Boys' Gymnastics
We-go(A) 90.2 Lake Park 93.1

Hoffman Est.  80.4
We-go(A) 914 Schaumburg 116.1

DeKalb 96.2
We-go(A)* 77.5 Wheaton N. 1254

Wheaton C. 66.9
We-go(A)* 84.3 Glenbard N. 106.8

Girls' Track and Field
We-go(A)* 46 Wheaton North 57
Glenbard South 60
We-go Invitational

Bolingbrook ~T72
Plainfield - 47
We-go 41%

Rosary 11%
We-go(A)* 51 Glenbard North 37
Naperville North 76
We-go(H)* 58 Naperville Central 68
DuPage Valley Conference Meet

Naperville North 52
Wheaton North - 49
Glenbard North 47
Naperville Central 40
We-go 30
Glenbard South ; 23
Wheaton Central . 10
Wheaton Warrenville 5

(H) Home Games
(A) Away Games
* Conference Games

Sophomore Luis Robles just recently
recovered from his appendectomy, one
of the many injuries the boys’ gym-
nastics program Is suffering from as the.
end of the season approaches. Here
Robles demonstrates an L on the
paraliel bars. (photo by Frank Kerr)
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