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Sports

After 13 years, Paul Netzel quits

by Steve Binder

He’s a man of many goals. He takes pride
in what he does, possesses PMA (Positive
Mental Attitude), and detests losing at
anything. These are exactly the right in-
gredients desired by one who wishes to lead
a successful and productive life. A life that
Paul Netzel always strives for.

After 13 years being a teacher-coach here
at We-go, Netzel felt the need to change, to
set different goals, and consequently sub-
mitted his resignation to the Board of
Education on April 1. He has since become
involved in the Beedle Printing Company
and now holds the position of sales
marketing representative,

His decision to resign was not an over-
night one, rather, “It was a decision I had
been contemplating for a couple of years.”
Financial reasons coupled with outside
pressures and the desire to change careers
prompted his resignation this year.

During his years here at We-go, Netzel put
all his effort into contributing to the educa-

(‘Sports Shorts |

Exuding confidence

by Steve Binder

The smell of a successful season lingers
through the air of the gymnastics room. Op-
timistic feelings existed long before the
season started and grew stronger after our
We-go varsity gymnasts captured their first
two meets by large margins, -

Coach David Sparkman elated, “I've never
had as enthusiastic a team as I have this
year. There's no attendance problems and
they work so hard. They take pride in them-
selves and really know who they are on the
floor. Ability-wise they're the best team I've

Members of this senior orientated squad
include Scott Ballance, Brian Ferro, Kurt
Lichte, Alan Murphy, Arnold Fredrichs and
Bill Ferdinand. One might tend to believe
that since most of the squad will graduate
this year, the program in the future looks
grim. However, with a talented group of
sophomores exposed to the positive-type at-
titude of this year's squad, the future looks
very bright.

Coach Sparkman concluded that this
year's squad is a “real team.” “They're always
caring and pulling for one another. This
type of situation makes coachmg very en-
joyable.

Perfect beginning

by Steve Binder

After switching over to the DVC four years
ago, We-go athletes quickly realized how
much tougher the competition would be.
However, this year's boys' tennis squad will
knock heads with this competition and ac-
cording to Coach Donald Zabelin may “sur-
prise a lot of teams this year.”

“We have guys who work real hard and
they have the right attitude.” Thus far the
squad owns a 2-0 record after knocking off
Gary Grove and Batavia. :

Leading the squad into action this year is
talented first singles senior Rich Briggs.
Zebelin commented, “He. continues to im-
prove and plays a very aggressive type of
game. He's the best singles player we've had
in years.” Complement his talent with that
of second singles' freshmen Gregg VanDine
and third singles junior Andy Verdooren
and the cats now possess a strong singles
line-up. More of the same exists with the two
double teams, Kerry Frantz — Randy Ayres
and Andy Hamilton — Brian VanDine.
However, with Ayres on vacation during the
Batavia contest, “super hard worker” junior
Kevin Knapp teamed with Frantz and
together captured a "key victory in the
second doubles match. Coach Zabelin
believes, “This year's doubles teams look
pretty solid.”

With this type of talent the tennis team
feels optimistic about surpassing last year’s
fifth place DVC finish and improving their
7-8 final record.

tion and welfare of the students, especially
exuding his PMA and hoping students
would emulate this type of attitude. This
major contribution may be seen when one
examines his work with the varsity basket-
ball team.

Netzel took over as varsity head coach five
years ago and established a long-range goal
that he labeled the five-year plan. Noting

"I couldnt go in and play the

. standard-lype teacher. It's just not

how well the basketball teams fared before
Netzel took over (opposing teams would
chalk up a victory before they even took the
court), the gist of his five-year plan becomes
obvious. He desired to instill a level of
respect into the basketball program and
hoped the Wildcats would become a team
not to be taken lightly. The results of hisef-
forts become visible these past two years
when the squads owned 14-11 records and
fought their way to the Reglonal cham-
pionship. This gained the respect from their
conference rivals and teams like West
Aurora and St. Charles.

The key in executing his five-year plan lay
in the minds of the team members and was
ignited utilizing his PMA. "I wanted the
team members to have respect for them-
selves, to take pride in what they do. Then I
would have the kids set goals for their own,”
explained Netzel. Once this responsibility
was placed on each member, attitudes

changed and the program went uphill. Net-
zel's goal held so much importance in his
mind that he even constructed a basketball
court in his sideyard for members to use
during the summer. He devoted much of his
time deyising ways to attain his goal (He in-
{tiated a spring basketball league for area
teams last year).

Whenever possible, the goals Netzel set
and reached he accomplished his own way.
This is the main reason behind the so-called
controversy surrounding the former coach.
Netzel explained, “It's like Notre Dame,
either you love 'em or you hate 'em.” While
growing up Netzel was subjected to a num-
ber of highly disciplined routines in elemen-
tary and high school. This type of program
stuck with Netzel, became part of his own
values, and became reflected in his work at
We-go. Netzel possesses certain ideas and
principles that many students could not
cope with.

Teaching and coaching was a natural
process- for Netzel. Many students cited a
distinctive quality about him. They would
explain how he would talk at a student, com-
municate on their level. This was the way
Netzel wanted it, explaining,”I couldn’t go in
and play the standard-type teacher. It's just
not my style."

Netzel's style is a simple one. He realizes a
dream or a problem and works very hard at
creating or eliminating it. He will set goals
and then give his all trying to attain them.
It's very possible that West Chicago will suf-
fer from his resignation, but will Netzel suf-
fer from it? No way, you see Paul Netzel has
realized another dream.
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Boy's Baseball
We-go(A) 4 Geneva 8
Boy's Track and Field
DuPage Valley Invitational-
Naperville North 89
Glenbard South 60
Glenbard North 49%
Wheaton North 33%
Wheaton Central 20
Wheaton Warrenville 17
Naperville Central 15
We-go 4
Fox Vally Relays
St. Charles 142
Kaneland 20
Wheaton Warrenville 74
Batavia 36
We-go 32
Geneva 22

We-go(A) 18 Wheaton Central 59
Wheaton Warrenville 99
Girl's Track and Field
Fenton Invitational

Fenton 130
Addison 60
Hinsdale South 55
Glenbard South 44
We-go 41
River-Brook 35
Ridgewood 20
Wheaton Warrenville 17

We-go(A) 68 Wheaton Central 62
Wheaton Warrenville 41

; Boys' Gymnastics
We-go(H) 8888 Streamwood 69.1
We-go(H) 838 Larkin 56.2
Boy’s Tennis
We-go(A) 3 Carey Grove 2
We-go(H) 3 Batavia 2
\, Lol

More experience highlights beginning

by Hector Gutierrez
As the temperature warms and the spring
weather comes upon us, the boys’ varsity
baseball team prepares for the up-coming

season.
This year the team is more experienced

and finally has some decent pitching. The
Wildcats will benefit from an all senior line-
up, with the exception of juniors Lance
Kammes and Chris Mosson.

In order to get you acquainted with the
Wildcat baseball team, this reporter has
chosén to give you a break- down of the téam
position by position.

CATCHER Rich Cannavino seems to
have this position pretty well locked up as
this versatile catcher can also pitch and if

needed can play the outfield. Backing him
up is another senior Mike Howell.

FIRST BASE Senior Rich Finnegan
leads the pack for this position. The real
problem here is lack of depth. Finnegan
needs to remain healthy. John Andrews is
the back-up, with both able to go to the
mound when called upon.

SECOND BASE Once again another
senior, Tom Worthy, appears to be one part
of the double play combo. Junior Jeff Moore
and senior Ken Deason can back up if
necessary. Deason also plays the outfield.

SHORTSTOP Last year honorable men-
tion Chris Mosson owns this position.
Mosson is one of two juniors on the starting

e Two-Year Enlistments
o Special Education Bonus

HERE ARE THE FACTS

doliars ...

$8,100. + $4,000 = $12,100.

bonus):

100
providing that it is VA-approved. If you

PLEASE CALL ME

I'm Sergeant Panotes, Tel: 231-1733.

This Is a brief outline of the Veterans' Educational Assistance Progra
eduoaibnbonmondﬂseMYeaEnllgﬂmntHecsecallmefaMhalmmm

*Offer only avallable In certain areas.

ATTENTION — HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

SAVE FOR COLLEGE
VETERANS’ EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

If you're a high school senior who Is serious about eventually getting a college degree,
then the Amy has an atiractive offer for you. !t's called the Veterans’ Educational
Assistance Program (VEAP) and it's designed to help you accumulate an education fund
which may be used after your first enlistment or up to fen years after you leave the Amy.

¢ You join the Army for two*, three or four years of service. While in the Army, you con-
tribute from $50 to $75 each paycheck toward your college education.

o After your first enlistment, you enroll in a Veterans’ Administration-approved
or school. Now you'll find that each dollar you contributed will be matched by two
in addition, if you qualify, you can receive an exira education bonus.

* Let's say you contribute $75 from each of your paychecks for a period of 36 months
(three years), for a total of $2,700. This will be matched two-for-one when you pursue
your education, meaning you get another $5,400. That's a total of $8,100 toward
your continuing education. But wait, there's morel If you qualify, you may also get
the education bonus: For a three-year enlistment you get $4,000. So now you have

college

Here are the figures for two, three and four years (if you qualify for the education

Two-Year Enlisiment:  Your $1,800/Matching $3,600/Ed. Bonus $2,000 = $7,400
Three-Year Enlistment: ' Your $2,700/Matching $5,400/Ed. Bonus $4,000 = $12,100

Fouv-Yeor Enlistment:  Your $2,700/Matching $5,400/Ed. Bonus $6,000 plus an ad-
ditional $3,000 bonus for certain Amy skill areas Total = $17,-

o After the Amy, the choice of college or school that you attend Is up to you,

decide not fo go to school, you get your

original contribution back (le. You »puf in $2,700: you get $2,700 back)

m, the special

line-up. Brian Amold backs up Mosson and
the Cats possess a strong DP combination.

THIRD BASE Here at the “Hot Box"
senior Larry Czerwinski will return and has
this spot just about locked up. Sophomore
Don Barlass also plays third and will aid in
the pitching department.

PITCHING Pitching has been a major
problem for the Cats in the past and Coach
Howard feels that they need good pitching to
survive. The lack of depth seems to be the

The bat of senior oulfleider Greg Han-
sen, who batted .406 last year, should
prove fo be a valuable plece of scoring
machinery to the Cats this season.

only problem. Joining Barlass on  the
mound, who was brought up for his
pitching, will be junior Brian Arnold and
Jerry Garza. The latter coming off an arm in-
jury that hampered him last year. Seniors
with strong arms include John Andrews,
Rich Finnegan, Rich Cannavino and John
Choe.

OUTFIELD Senior all conference selec-
tion Greg Hansen owns his position in cen-
ter. Left and right fields are basically still
open although Kammes and Deason hold
slight edges. The Cats will also benefit from
the talents of Garza, Andrews, and Choe in
the outfield.

Due to the construction and upgrading of v

the practice fields and baseball diamonds
the Cats are forced to play all games this
year on the road. You may see our Wildcats
in action tonight starting at 4:15 pm. as
they challenge the Glenbard North Panthers.
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