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cagers battle third quarter syndrome

by Karl Huff

The West Chicago Boys' Basketball team
was ready to take the 1979-80 DVC crown
from defending champs Wheaton North, or
so they thought. This year has been a
strange, testing season for Head Coach Paul
Netzel. the players. and the fans. After flying
out to a 6-1 opening record, the team was
plagued with inconsistency. especially
notorious for a third quarter “mental lapse,”

Senior forward Chris Rowland
almost always seemed a foot taller
than the opposition this season, as
evident in action against Wheaton
North. (photo by Michelle Monroe)

“Warm-up season”
underway

by Dave Bahlman

Track and field coach Tom Kaczkowski
exudes much enthusiasm with the start of
the track season. Although he is mainly us-
ing the indoor track seéason as a warm-up
session for outdoor track. the indoor season
looks very promising.

This early however, Kaczkowski doesn't
really know how his team will compete in
the DVC. but states that the team is very
young and has good depth. Last year, the
team placed fourth in conference and
second (behind De La Salle) at the Fenton
Invitational which included ten teams, and
coach Kaczkowski hopes for at least the
same -effort this year. He also stated that
they lost some good athletes last year and is
experiencing a rebuilding period this year.

When asked who would contribute
significantly for the team this year,
Kaczkowski replied that they had a very
strong distance runner in Karl Huff, Mike
Dunlop in the shot put, and in the hurdles
Steve Boorsma and Joe Ivanecky.

Huff believes that the team really needs to
develop. The Frosh-Soph squad would
probably finish up good. The varsity, he said
wouldn't be quite as strong but that one
can't count them out of the race.

Jor Ivanecky's reply was that the team .

didn't have much experience but could
build into a good tough team. He also stated
that the competition would be tough, as
always, and that this team could place well
in conference. -

. Steve Boorsma believes that the team has
a lot of talent, the outdoor season will be
pretty good, and the competition will be very
close. He also added that indoor track was a
great way to practice for the upcoming out-
door season.

The girls’ track and field coach is Lori Jor-
dan. Starting a week later than the boys'
team, the girls’ team also looks very strong
this year. with good returning athletes.

Last year they won three out of eight duo-
tri meets and placed sixth in the conference
meet. They finished seventh out of 18
schools in the district meet where two girls
qualified for state, one being Diane Cambell,
who will probably be returning this year.

So the weather may be pretty gloomy
tight now but with the new field house and
an indoor track season starting, the outdoor

season looks to be a bright spot upcoming at -

We-go. ,

If you wish to join, contact either coach
Kaczkowski or coach Jordan in the P.E. of-
fices.

as senior guard Fred Houx put it. They build
up a half time lead, only to see the opposi-
tion pass them by in the opening minutes of
the 3rd quarter. :

Coach Netzel commented. “It's just one of
those things that's hard to explain. The
chemical composition of the team was such
that there was a let-down in the third quar-
ter. I tried experimenting, but the outcome
was usually the same.” He attributed the
early season record of 6-1 to playing fairly
easy teams, but also added that the players
had performed very well in the area spring
and summer basketball leagues. Based on
their performance in these leagues, Netzel
had hoped for his first conference cham-
pionship. but it just wasn't in the cards.

Although they have been inconsistent,

_the team did have some solid games where

Netzel felt things ‘went well. He cited the
February 22 loss (65-62) to conference
champ Wheaton Central as a good team ef-
fort. especially praising the efforts of 6'5
senior center Chris Rowland. Rowland, the
conference’s leading scorer, is a highly
recruited college prospect-who Netzel feels
shares the team leadership with 6'4 senior
guard and co-captain Larry Miller. Miller has
played some outstanding basketball but suf-
fered pneumonia towards the end of the
season, missing three crucial conference
games. Fortunately, he will probably play at
the regional game against Batavia.

The players seem to be psyching them-
selves up for the Batavia regional mateh up:
Rowland said the team really is looking
forward to another shot at Batavia after last
year's disappointing loss by one point in the
regional championship. The other players
shared Rowland's feelings, and -although
coach Netzel claims there isn't really a
revenge motive, this reporter believes last
year's thriller will inspire the Wildcats to

‘The support from We-go fans this year created a definite home court

give a little extra to put it to the Bulldogs.
However, Batavia is presently sporting a 9-4
record and a third place standing in the Lit-
tle Seven Conference, whereas the Wildcats

own a possible 7-7 record, and a fourth place

standing in the DVC. a far ery from their
early season expectations.

If the Wildcats put on a good fight and
defeat Batavia, they would probably meet
the powerful West Aurora Blackhawks, who
should trounce Wheaton Warrenville.
Should the Cagers beat Batavia, it may give
them enough momentum to upset the
Blackhawks, as in last year's 66-65 double
overtime victory. But to do either. the
Wildcats must play all four quarters of the
game, instead of hustling for three and
sleeping for one.

Coach Netzel felt that even though his
own expectations weren't satisfied. the
game of basketball has so many variables
that even if he has an outstanding bunch of
players to work with, the breaks may not
always fall in the team's favor. Games that
might have been won were not. He just
hopes now that the boys can play as well
against Batavia as they did against Wheaton
Central.

One thing the team felt wasn't lacking
this year was the crowd support. Team co-
captain Steve Binder said, “It really felt ex-
hilarating to hear the crowd behind us. I
think we had a real boost at home games.
Fred Houx added. "I never heard anything
like it at the second Wheaton Central game.”
The cheers are led by “superfan” Jeff
Lederer, who possesses seemingly endless
“hoarse” power. His rasping voice could
probably be heard at Madison Square Gar-
den. so imagine what he’s like at a high
school game. Jeff was available for comment,
saying, "I believe it is my obligation to let the
refs-know when they ain't getting the job
done." iy i) : ;

advantage for the “Running Wildcats.” So much support, in fact,
that many people believed that the number of fans to attend the
January 11 contest against Wheaton Central was the largest in

DVC history.

(photo by Michelle Monroe)

We-go
Scoreboard

Boys' Basketball
We-go(H)* 64 Naperville Central 75
We-go(A)* 62 Wheaton Central 65
We-go(A)* 77 Wheaton Warrenville 63

Girls’ Basketball
We-go(H)* 39 Naperville Central 53
We-go(A)* 61 Naperville North 40
We-go(H)* 60 Glenbard North 42
We-go(H)* 53 Glenbard South 42
We-go(H) 41 Downers Grove South 62
We-go(A)* 34 Wheaton North 57
We-go(A)* 63 Wheaton Warrenville 50

Track and Field
We-go(A) 16 Glenbard North 85'%
Wheaton Warrenville 36%

- We-go(H) 31

St. Charles 107

(H) Home Games
(A) Away Games
conference Games
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WEST CHICAGO

BOWLING GREEN CENTER
125 WEST ROOSEVELT ROAD
AT JOLIET ROAD

If you like pizza . . .
you're gonna love ours!

Stop by and try our pizza in different sizes
and toppings - stuffed - or pan
{or any of our other items)

Jeff Gary swims
to fifth place
in state meet

by Steve Binder

We-go senior swimming standout Jeff
Gary finished his high school career
February 23 by capturing a fifth place finish
in the 50 yard freestyle at the state meet
held at Downers Grove South. After racing
to two second place finishes in the district
meet at St. Charles, Gary qualified, in the 50
and. 100 yard free-style, for the state meet
which featured representatives from over 30
schools in the state.

After the preliminaries, of which the top
six in each event advance to the final round,
Gary found himself eliminated in the 100
but finished fifth in the 50 with a 22.1 clock-
ing. He then finished fifth in the finals with
a slower 22.3 time, short of his personal goal
of 21.4 set at the beginning of the year. Con-
sequently, Gary felt “very disappointed” with
his performance.

As far as his future is concerned, Jeff
definitely plans to swim in college, However,
he hasn't made his decision of where he will
attend. Possibilities include Penn State,
West Virginia, and the University ‘of
Colorado.

Pineda and Kraft
take seconds

at district meet

by Steve Binder

Both junior Ed Pineda and senior Jeff
Kraft finished the wrestling season by cap-
turing second places in the Streamwood dis-
trict wrestling meet, advancing them to the
sectional tournament held at Naperville
North. - 2

Wrestling in the 138 pound division,
Kraft defeated his opponents in the first
two rounds by overwhelming margins of 17-
0 and 12-2. However, he had to settle for
second place when he faced tough Ray
Winesburg, a one-time loser this sSeason
from Elgin Larkin. :

Pineda ran into the same type of trouble.
After breezing through his first two matches
in the 105 pound division, he faced
Batavia's Steve DuVoll, who has captured 31
consecutive matches. Thus, Pineda too set-
tled for a second place finish. This allowed.
both wrestlers to compete in the sectional
tournament held at Naperville North. Unfor-
tunately, both were eliminated in the first
round, as each faced a very tough opponent.

Pineda finished the season with a 21-7
mark while Kraft sperted a 17-12 record.
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