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First team in We-go history

Boys' swimming splashes into building season

by Steve Binder

Their desire and determination will
make up for their lack of experience. And
for the first WCCHS boys’' swimming
team, this will be a significant factor in
determining the success of the rookie
squad.

Head Coach Dan. Johnson classifies the
We-Go watermen as being a ‘‘very hard-
working group.”’ Obviously an appropriate
description, especially when one realizes
the progress of the team since the start of
official practice (November 1). “Two
weeks after the season started,”” Johnson
stated, “The boys were swimming five
miles a day.”” Now they will swim
anywhere from 7,000 to 12,000 yards a day,
depending on the type of practice.

Describing this initiative and deter-
mination of the squad, Johnson stressed,
“That’s what it takes.” This type of at-
titude is reflected in the success of any
team.

Johnson agreed that the first boys’
swimming season will undoubtedly be a-

- building year. This becomes apparent
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“"Running Wildcats” to
participate in prestigious
Carbondale tournament

by Steve Binder

The “‘Running Wildcats” basketball
team, boasting a 6-1 record, will travel to
Southern Illinois University to participate
in the sixteenth annual Carbondale
Christmas holiday tournament on Decem-
ber 27-29.

Rated by many as one of the top
Christmas tournaments in the state, the
competition of 16 teams includes three
top-ten rated teams in the state in the likes
of Thornridge, Oak Forest, and €hicago
St. Patrick, who captured the tournament
crown last year.

‘Nonetheless, Coach Paul Netzel feels
very positive about the event. He stated
optimistically, ‘‘We could finish in the top
four.”’ In order to accomplish this
however, Netzel feels, “We must play
some pretty good ball before that so we go
down there with a good record and the con-
fidence we need.”

Gymnast fans must
wait until spring

by Steve Binder

A proposal drawn up last year by the
THSA and voted on by the school principals
involved moved the boys’ gymnastics
season this year to the spring. Usually held
during the winter season, gymnastics was
switched mainly to balance out the sports’
seasons, as girls’ gymnastics was also
switched, going from the fall to the winter
season. : ’

Head Coach David Sparkman expressed
his feelings about the statewide maneuver.
“It has really helped us.” He then ex-
plained the advantages the switch will
give the gymnastics squad, whose season
officially opens March 1, 1980. “Gym-
nastics requires an immense amount of
conditioning and the switch gives us more
time to prepare for the season.” Another
advantage will be the chance for lower
weight wrestlers and swimmers and
divers to compete on the team in the spr-

igg; de

since the squad of 27 members, including
16 freshmen and sophomores, possesses a
small number of experienced swimmers.
Also, because swimming is mainly an en-

A group of We-go watermen work to
achieve that ‘‘conditioning base’” before
the opening meet against Waubonsie

Valley.
i, (photo by Rob Black)

durance sport Johnson explained, one
must *‘swim for at least three years to be
competitive.” Pertaining to members on
the team ‘‘brand new to swimming” he
feels, *‘It's going to take awhile before
they are real competitive.”

A building year indeed, because Johnson
feels that the foundation of experience
needed to achieve that desired com-
petitiveness “‘must be established this
year." Consequently, the teams’ biggest
goal is simply to ‘‘learn the skills, know
the strokes, and get themselves that con-
ditioning base” needed for competitive
swimming. Another goal the boys hope to
attain is to improve their times meet after
meet.

Eleven different events are held during
a swim meet, including two relays and div-
ing competition. They range from 50 to 500
yards and incorporate the four major
strokes — freestyle, backstroke, breast
stroke, and butterfly. In a duo meet, each

Girls’ basketball team seeking

by Wendy Lewis

With spirits high and ready for action,
the female cager’s of WCCHS have begun
the 1979-80 basketball season.

Because of the large turnout this year,
girls’ basketball will be played on three
levels. LaVora Singleton will be coaching
the varsity squad, Kendra Grosshuesch
will lead the JV team, and Michelle Cates
will coach the newly established Frosh-
Soph team.

This year’s varsity team consists of ten
players including seniors Cindy Bahlmann
and Denise Pecina, and junior Teresa
Stuart serving as captains.

Because it’s still very early in the
season, identifying the key individuals on
the team is difficult. However, Coach
Singleton stressed the important role each
girl will play this year. “‘Each player has
their own area in which they excel.
Everyone is important to the team.”

Coach Singleton has changed  her
coaching technique this year by using
more of a deliverant offense. ‘‘The reason
for the change,” Singleton explained, “‘Is
simply that this year we have the players
who have the skill to execute it.” -

Varsity member Jody Quirin a junior,
feels that “‘the team is more experien-
ced.” Quirin added, ‘I like it a lot better
this year.”” Captain Pecina stated, ‘‘Last
year the team was quite new and had very
few experienced varsity players.” Both
Quirin and Pecina think the team is much

Members of the girls’ basketball team

team may enter three swimmers for each
individual race or three teams of swim-
mers for each relay. For the individual
races, six points are awarded for first
place, four for second, three for third, two
for fourth and one for fifth. For relays, the
first place team receives eight points,
second place gets four, and third place
receives two.

Key hopefuls to watch this first year in-
clude junior Tom Wiborg, noted for his
“endurance.” Wiborg usually will com-
pete in the 50, 100, or 200 yard freestyle.
Senior Bob Kostner and sophomore Randy
Turner, both competing in the breast
stroke category, are ‘‘looking real good,”
according to Johnson. Competing in the
diving category, senior Greg Hansen has
been competitive diving since junior high.
Plus there’s Bill Gebhart, a promising
freshman who will compete in the
freestyle and/or butterfly events.

In addition to this talent, the We-Go
swim team will also benefit from the
ability of senior Jeff Gary, who will join
the team on January 8. Gary has been
competitively swimming for nine years,
and in 1972 joined the B. R. Ryall YMCA
swim team in Glen Ellyn. He’s been swim-
ming ever since, and last year qualified
for national competition and place seventh
in the 50 yard freestyle and eleventh in the
100 yard freestyle. Johnson thinks highly
of Gary’s ability sayiing he’s “‘an out-
standing swimmer, one of the best
freestylers in the state.”” Gary will
definitely be a significant factor when
adding up points for the We-Go squad.

This year, due to a lack of facilities,
boys’. swimming will not be an official
sport in the DVC. Thus the com-
petitiveness often associated within DVC
sports will be supplied by other area
teams such as Marmion, Waubonsie
Valley, and East Aurora. Johnson stressed
how this year’s schedule will pit We-Go
against ‘‘established teams’’ which have
been around awhile and added, *‘It’s tough
competition.” You can see our first boys’
swimming team in action against Benet
here on January 8 beginning at 4:30 p.m.

prepare for the fourth annual Christmas
tournament here on December 27-29.

(photo by Rob Black)

improved over last year and it’s bound to
place higher in conference.

To help improve involvement and per-
formance of the team, the girls have set a
number of goals this season. Probably the
most important of these goals is to finish

Scoreboard
Boys’ Basketball
St. Charles Tournament
- We-go(A) 62 Marmion 56
We-go(A) 74 East Aurora 111
We-go(A) 62 OT Wheaton N. 60
We-go(H)* 60 Naperville N. 54
| We-go(A) 62 Glenbard N. 55
We-go(A) 69 OT St. Charles 65
Boys’ Wrestling
We-go Invitational
Proviso East 1582
Joliet Central 102Y2
We-go 101%
Oswego 89
Minooka 85%
Romeoville 75
Brother Rice 54
Oak Forest 0
We-go(A)* 24 Naperville North 40
We-go(A) 11 Batavia 4H
We-go(H)* 21 = Glenbard North . 46
40

We-go

We-go(H) 13 Hoffman Estates

Boys’ Swimming

‘We-go 78 Waubonsie Valley 92

(H) Home games
(A) Away games

* Conference games
OT Overtime

\ J

Give the gift of
music to the ones
you love. :

Enroll them in music
lessons on the instrument
of their choice.

293-0487

improvement

in a much better position than last year’s
dismal placement of seventh in the DVC.
Another goal the girls hope to achieve in-
cludes beating the Wheaton Warrenville
girls' basketball team. Singleton pointed
out, “We have never beaten them. It’s a
psychological problem we have because of
a girl on their team named Moyra Gill. She
is a good basketball player.” Singleton
continued, “The team also has an ex-
cellent coach.”

Another team goal is to play a Friday
night game, so that the WCCHS boys’
basketball team can attend. The date of
this game has not yet been determined
however.

The one disadvantage this year’s varsity
team will face will be the lack of ex-
perience. The squad will rely mainly on
three seniors and a group of scarcely ex-
perienced juniors and sophomores. If the
girls can overcome this one obstacle dur-
ing the season, Wildcat fans will ex-
perience a very enjoyable and winning
season.

ports writers wante

If you're interested in sports, and would
like to write for the BRIDGE, contact
Steve Binder anytime or leave your name
with Mr. Courtney in room 216.
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