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Sports

Best team in We-go history

Girls serve up a smashing season

by Steve Binder

From winning to waistline, we must
give thanks to her scale. You see, her
weight has remained the same the entire
season. It's a joyous reflection of just how
well this year’s girls varsity volleyball
team has played.

Head Coach Gail George, with ten years
coaching experience at We-go, explained
how she would lose at least 20 pounds dur-
ing the volleyball season because of the
stress and worry involved, but not this
year. “This year the girls took most of the
responsibility off my shoulders, and I've
been very content and satisfied with their
play, so I haven't lost any weight.” She
chuckled, “It’s kind of a joke with the
kids.'’ But indeed it’s no joke, because she
attributes her missing “‘diet” this year to
the girls “‘outstanding’ play.

This year's girls’ volleyball team was
nothing less than outstanding. They
finished in a tie for the conference cham-
pionship with Naperville Central with a
sparkling 11-3 record. They forged into the
first round of district competition and
defeated Naperville North 23-21, 14-20, 20-
8, earning the right to play the co-
champions of the DVC, Naperville Cen-
tral, for the district crown. Exemplifying

how ‘‘they really wanted to win,” the girls -

bounced back from a 14-1 deficit in the
final game, capturing the match and the
district championship 12-20, 20-17, 21-19.
This left no doubt in their minds as to who
really finished in the top spot of the DVC,
as George stated, *‘I guess that makes us
champions all by ourselves.”

After distriets they advanced to the first
round of the sectional tournament held at
West Aurora. With spirits flying high, the
girls suffered a heartbreaking defeat to a
very tough Joliet Central team 20-17, 21-19,
thus being eliminated from further state
competition. Quite the opposite from this,
however, is the fact that these girls will
never be eliminated from the atmosphere
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at WCCHS. With her ten years of coaching
experience at WCCHS, Coach George
stated that his year’s volleyball team was
definitely ‘‘the finest West Chicago has
ever produced.’’ Achievement of this feat,
though, required the *“hard work and
determination” of the entire squad, which
consisted of nine members who ‘‘really
wanted to win.”" Coach George pointed
out, ‘“Each girl has a quality all her own
that has blended together beautifully.”
Many factors contributed to the success
of this year’s team and probably the most
influential was the togetherness which ex-

“Runni'ng Wildcats” combine confidence with height and

by Jeff Lisewski

If hope, ability, and determination are
the proper ingredients for a successful
season, the “Running Wildcats’’ basket-
ball team should become nothing less than
winners.

Coach Paul Netzel has stressed the fact
that this year’s squad will be “better”
than the squad of last year. Better may not
sound like an impressive description, but
when you realize the 1978-79 squad
progressed as far as the championship
game of the regional tournament, finished

with a third place conference record of

8-6, and was rated as one of the finest
teams We-go has ever produced, the fans

We-go 11-3
Naperville Central o1l
Glenbard South 104
Glenbard North 86
Wheaton Nerth 86
Naperville North 6-8
Wheaton Central 1-13
Wheaton Warrenville : 1-13
\ ® ;

isted among the girls. Essential for a win-
ning team, Coach George stressed it's a
“quality every team strives for, the
togetherness they have.” Five foot seven
inch “junior and co-captain Brigitte
Kynast. one of three players who earned
all-conference honors this year, explained

“‘powerful serve.’”” Radavich also
possessed the quality of being an ‘‘ex-
cellent blocker.’* The remaining members
of the team include 5 foot 3 inch senior
Linda Nelson, who according to George,
"*did a terrific job,” sophomores 5 foot 3
inch Karen Fadke and 5 foot 6 inch Laura
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All-conference selection Leslie Anderson demonstrates the “‘rarely shown’’ power
of the girls’ volleyball team by spiking the ball against an opposing team.

the relationship which existed among the
girls, ‘‘We’re really close, we do
everything together.”

Joining Kynast in receiving all-
conference honors was 5 foot 7 inch co-
captain Laurie (Louchy) Murphy, an in-
spirational leader of the team. Expressed
one teammate about Murphy, ‘‘She always
got the team together.”” Acknowledging
the leadership role she played, Coach
George said the girls ‘‘would rally behind
her’” when trailing in a game. Leslie An-
derson, a 5 foot 9 inch sophomore who also
earned all-conference honors, added
power to the squad with her spiking
abilities. Anderson will definitely be a
bright spot in the future for Wildecat
Volleyball. The ‘‘happiest volleyball
player on the court,’" Cindy Bahlmann, a 5
foot 9 inch senior, was also the most
mysterious. ‘‘When she goes up at the
net,”" stated George, ‘‘You never know
what she’s going to do.”’

Another advantage the girls utilized this -

season was their ability to serve the ball.
Coach George explained that serving was
‘‘one of our strongest points because we
knew where to place the ball.” Jean
Radavich, a 5 foot 8% inch senior, con-
tributed along this fashion with her

should appreciate a highly successful
season.

In order to have a more productive sea-
son, Coach Netzel will rely on the follow-
ing five predicted starters. Senior Chris
Rowland, a 6 foot 5 inch forward, last year
set a conference record for sinking 64 per-
cent of his shots during the season. Chris,
along with Netzel, feels the team’s success
relies heavily on their ability to ‘‘concen-
trate’’ on and off the court. Five foot ten
inch senior co-captain Steve Binder is con-

_ sidered by Netzel as one of the best free

throw shooters on the team and is also
highly regarded as a ball handler. Binder
feels “‘hustle’ is the name of the game as
far as court attitude goes. Six foot six inch

(photo by Frank Kerr)

Finnigan and Joyce Radavich, a 5 foot 9
inch junior who was brought up from the
JV squad for invitational and state com-
petition.

At first considered a disadvantage
against the girls, but as the season
progressed proved insignificant, was the
size of this year’s team. Coach George
emphasized how, ‘‘Everybody thinks
volleyball is for the big girl,”” which is not
always true, as this year’s team has
proved. They compensated for their lack
of height by possessing a strong, solid
defense. George stated confidently,
“Defense was definitely our strongest
point.”’ *‘The defense made up for our lack
of height,”” added Murphy.

However the attitude which Coach
George instilled into the team throughout
the season proved to be the key which un-
locked the door to their spectacular 20-6
overall record. She repeated constantly to
the players, ‘“You have to think you're the
best, and you are.” This was the feeling
the team possessed every game and as
Coach George proudly announced at the
recent pep assembly honoring the team,
““They came out to be winners, and that’s

_exactly what they gave the school, win-
- ners.”

senior Dave Kennedy will make his con-
tributions at the center position. Coach
Netzel feels that Dave is one of the most
improved players on the roster, and his
height will definitely aid'in the rebounding
department.

The other co-captain, 6 foot 3 inch senior
Larry Miller, is rated -by conference
coaches as one of the quickest ‘‘big’”’ men
in the conference. Miller feels that pleas-
ing the crowd, but getting the job done at
the same time, is the attitude the team
should have on and off the court. Although
the ideas of the two co-captains differ, the
combination will prove profitable. Com-
pleting the starting line-up for the wildcats
is 6 foot 2 inch senior George Mitchell,

We-go
Scoreboard

: Girls’ Volleyball
We-go Varsity Volleyball Tournament
We-go(H) 20,20 Waubonsie Val. 74
We-go(H) 20,14,20 Bolingbrook 17,2013
We-go(A)* 22,7,20 Glen. South - 20,20,14
We-go(H)* 20,20 Glen. North - 174

We-go(A) 1,16 York 20,20
Districts at Naperville North
We-go(A) 23,14,20 Nap. North 21,208
We-go(A) - 12,20,21 Nap. Central 20,17,19
Sectionals at West Aurora
We-go(A) 1719  Joliet Central 20,21

Boys’ Basketbhall
We-go(A) 56 St. Francis 50
Boys’ Wrestling

We-go(A) 19 Lyons Township 34

Sport shorts

Free Throw-a-thon

a big success

by the Booster Club

The Booster Club is very happy to an-
nounce that the first Free Throw-A-Thon
was highly successful, thanks to the
generosity of everyone. The financial goal
set for the event was reached and the
Booster Club would like to thank everyone
for their help.

Some highlights of the free throw-
shooting itself found the top 3 shooters
from the varsity team to be Fred Houx
with 89 of a 100, Steve Binder, 88 of a 100,

‘and Larry Miller, 85 of a 100. The

sophomores top shooter was Tim Lawless
with 81 of a 100, and the top freshman
shooter was Bryan Block with 78 of a 100.

Block had the most money pledged for
the event with $6.06 per free throw made
which totaled $672.68:

Football players

awarded honors
by Peter Joseph

Quarterback Larry Miller, flanker Keith
Serpa, linebacker Rich Cannavino, and
tackle Steve Boorsma were named to the
1979 DuPage Valley All-Conference Team.

Co-Captain Larry Miller felt that he had
a good year and was pleased to be named
to the squad. Keith Serpa was ‘the only
player to be named to the squad as a junior
last year. Serpa was named the top offen-
sive player by a unanimous vote.

Steve Boorsma, was also named to the
squad by unanimous vote. Parker said,
““The experience Steve gained from play-
ing last year payed off.”’

Co-Captain Rich Cannavino was a very
strong defensive player for the Wildcats
this season. Rich stated he was pleased
about the selection, and that it was nice to
be recognized by the other coaches.

seniority
George is looked upon by coaches for his
leaping and rebounding capabilities.
Coach Netzel feels his netters aren't
lacking in any department. In accordance
to this Netzel stated ‘‘they fit the roles I've
molded them into.” Other coaches see
potential in our Cats as well. Head Coach
Dave Kwiatkowski of Glenbard South feels
that our squad will definitely be within the
top three finishers in the conference along
with Wheaton Central and Wheaton North.
Jim Hedrick, the coach of the defending
conference champs at Wheaton North,
said about the We-go squad, ‘‘West
Chicago has a lot of good experience retur-

ning in Miller and Rowland, who both
played extremely well last season.”
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