








Page4'

June 1, 1979

Sports

Track teams stride for over-all season victory

by Jeff Lisewski

Both the boys and girls track teams
deserve a standing ovation for their effort,
their determination, and their accomplish-
ments throughout the 1978-79 season.
' The boys finished fourth in conference,
and the girls team finished sixth. Both
coach Tom Kaczkowski and coach Leri

Jordan agree that this year has been

prosperous. On a scale of one to ten,
Kaczkowski rated the boy’s team success
an ‘‘eighf” adding, ‘“They were well
above average, but there is always room
for improvement.”

Coach Jordan felt that the girls team
“did a very good job.” This reporter
doubts that there are any arguments
against We-Go’s track Cats success. After
all, each squad was blessed with capable
- State contenders. The female half of the
two teams sent Diane Campbell, who
qualified at Districts with a time of 61.7 in
the 440 yard dash, and Lynn
Schmuggerow, who also qualified with a
-time of 28.1 in the 220 yard dash, to com-
pete in the state finals.

However, these were not the only suc-
cessful members of the girl’s team at dis-
tricts. The team of Kathy Wheately, and
Deanna Risch joined Schmuggerow and
Campbell to obtain a third in the 880 yard
relay, with a time of 1:56.5. Teresa Stuart
placed fifth in the high jump ‘by leaping
50",

On the reverse side of the coin, six mem-
bers of the boy’s track team also qualified
for State competition. The first is the
“‘dependable”’ Ron Voelz who will com-
pete in three events, the 100 yard dash, the

Softball season

swings for best yei'

by Dan Rinn

Domg better than any other We-Go girls
softball team in the past, this year's téam
finished in a tie for second place in our
conference with an 8-6 conference record.

The girls final overall record was, 11-7,
which took them all the way to the
Regionals where they lost to Glenbard
West 11-5. However, Miss George states
that the game was a lot closer that the
score indicates. She says the girls gave up
eight errors, on routine plays, which in
turn gave away five runs. However, she
feels the girls-played the best they’ve ever
played this year, and if it wasn't for the
errors nobody knows who would have won.
Miss George is especially pleased with
Pam Flens’ performance throughout the
game, who batted four for four and as
Miss George puts it " “pitched the best
she’s pitched all season.”

The girls team made it to Regionals by

' first defeating Batavia and Geneva in sub- §

regional play. In the first gaine against
Batavia the girls won by the ten run rule,

and defeated Geneva in probably one of -

the closest games all season 9-8.

Miss George feels one of the reasons for
this year’s success is the experience con-
tributed by her three outstanding seniors.

- She said, ‘‘People like Mila are an ex-

cellent influence on the team,; for they can -

do things, like delayed steals, that gives

the other girls confidence to do the same -

things.”* She also feels if the rest of the
team would have had the experience that
they have now the team would have had no
problem winning the conference; as the
team showed by winning five out of their
last six conference games. .

At the conclusion of the season the girls
softball team lost three key seniors;
pitcher, Pam Flens; catcher, Mary Hat-
tula; and shortstop, Mila Matijasevich.
However, the team has a large group of

returning’ varsity players consisting of;

Laurie Murphy, Holly Gatehouse, Jean

Radavich, Dawn Picton, Candy Clausen, -
Karen Fadke, Laura Finnegan, and Holli

Hahn. ~ A
With the return, of these players and a
fine group of junior varsity girls, the girls
softball team should be in store for
anotherwmmngseasonnextyear A

State qualifiers Risch, Wheatley, Campbell, and Schmuggerow at
‘Districts held at East Aurora

220 yard dash, and the 880 yard relay. His
qualifing times for the 100 and 220 yard
dashes were 10.0 and 22.4 respectively.
The members of the 880 yard relay team,
are Tim Blum, Dan Risch, Tom Hill and
Voelz.. This group qualified for State with
a third place time of 1:31.8. :

Other State bound. Cats are Karl Huff,
who qualified- in the two mile run with.a
time of 9:36.6, and Dean Burgesson, who
finished the 880 yard dash in a speedy
1:57.2. Some members of the boys team
agree with the fact that without their new
coach the team wouldn't have done nearly
this well. ‘‘He’s a great coach,” insured
Risch.

True, the addition of Kaczkowski will
make the future a great deal easier, but
even the greatest coach can’t reincarnate
missing graduates, which some feel will
‘cause the downfall of future We-Go track
teams. Yet this is only plausible when you
are looking through the eyes of coach Jor-

dan. The loss of Wheatley, Risch, and
Schmuggerow will help shed some light on
this downfall, after all they totaled most
of We-Go’'s points through the season. Jor-
dan is desperately hoping for new talent
next year to offset her losses as much as
possible.

Coach Kaczkowski’s problem is dif-

" ferent, although he too will be losing talent

in the form of Dan Fester, Blum, Voelz,
and Burgessen, the team lacks' depth. It
needs more participation from the
sophomore class. Kaczkowski is still in the
market for a ‘‘good” hurdler and with the
substraction of Fester from his line-up it
looks as though Kaczkowski will need

- more participants in the field department.

These problems and others will always
come along, but if the team members and
coaches work as a team they can proceed:
to keep a winning tradition alive and kick-
ing at ;West Chicago Commumty High
Schoo

Baseball dilemna —

Where do we go from here?

by Tom Nelson ;

“Baseball has beeh bera bera bad for
West Chicago.”

Yes Chico, baseball has been very bad
for West Chicago, considering the fact I
“can count the conference wins (at the time
of this writing) for this season and last, on
‘my fingers.

Although this year was billed as a
rebuilding year for the Cats, the team
came nowhere near the goals set by Coach
Dick. Howard. He felt the main problem
was ‘“‘pitching and catching basically.
When we got the warmer weather the kids
started to get better,’”” but he added about
the quality, “not even average.”

Also lacking this year was some hitting.
More than once We-Go was on the losing

tice. (except for indoors). Plus as Howard
puts it ‘‘baseball was made to be played
during the summer.”’

A distressed Howard stated, ‘“We have
(coaches and school) given them (the
team) the opportunity (via the summer

league) to improve their ability but they .

have rejected them.”” He added, ‘‘They
(the team) seem to be satisified with their
ability.”’ If the team seems satisified with

-their record then let's not blame the

coaches about bad baseball at We-Go.
Howard commented the only way West

Chicago couldimprove their record is by a

rash of superstars’in the freshmen ranks.

end of a massive onslaught by Wheaton

Warrenville or any other DVC team.
‘Again Howard didn’t seem too worried
about the hitting when he added “hittinga
little low, but that’s not the big thing that
bothers me.” In other words, he felt
pitching was the name of the game and,

~We-Go was spotty at best on the hill.

The slugging leaders for the team were
Greg ‘‘Napoleon’’ Hansen, Rich Finnigan,
and Rapid Robert Fairbanks. Both Hansen
and Finnigan will probably return for next
year's We-Go nine. Even though they lead
the-team, all are hitting in the low .200’s at

~ this time. '

Just like. the Cubs, walt until next year,

the Wildcats will have to do just that and

from reports the Cats will probably end up
on the bottom rung again.

Some of you died in the wool, Cat fans
are probably fainting in your Strohs; but
face the music and listen to it. For most
any school to be successful one needs a

~ summer program in baseball

Why?
- Because half the games in the spnng are’
ramed out or snowed éut, and if you can’t

get a game in, the team usually can’t prac- -

The. loss of pitcher-slugger
outlook lor btlelnll at We-Go

 If this happens, which is unlikely, the Cats

might win some games. But, ‘‘some en-
. couragement’: as Howard added was the
freshmen class, he foresdw *‘3 or 4 on var-
sity next year.”” But almost in the same
breath he grunted “I'm very disappointed
in the apathy in the players, we offer and
they reject.” 5 L e

Why don’t they goout?

Some of the excuses are jobs, vacations,
family, etc. But if they have their
priorities in these areas that’s fine, but

one cannot expect a team to be good unless:

We-Go
Scoreboard

Boy’s Tennis
2 Naperville Central 3
176 Aurora Central 161
38 Batavia 165

We-Go(H)*
We-Go(H)
Waubonsie
We-Go(A)*
We-Go(H) 3 Oswego s |
Conference Tournament
At Naperville North
Naperville North
Wheaton Central
Glenbard South
Naperville Central
West Chicago
Wheaton Warrenville
Glenbard North
Wheaton North
We-Go(H) 3 Batavia 2
Final Conference Standings
_ Naperville North
Wheaton Central
Glenbard South
Naperville Central
West Chicago 15
Wheaton North 12
Wheaton Warrenville |
Glenbard North 5

o

R - R I R

RERE

Boy’s Track
Conference Meet

Wheaton North 68

Naperville North 58
Glenbard South 2%

West Chicago 7
« Wheaton Central . 30%
Naperville Central 18%

- Glenbard North % 17
Wheaton Warrenville 16%

. Boy's Baseball

We-Go(H) 47. Batavia
We-Go(H)* Wheaton Warr,
We-Go(A)* Wheaton Central .
We-Go(A)* Glenbard South
We-Go(H)* Naperville North
We-Go(A)* Wheaton North
We-Go(A)* Naperville Central
We-Go(H)* Glenbard North
We-Go(A)* Wheaton Warr.,
We-Go(H)* Wheaton Central

We-Go(H)* , Glenbard South
We-Go(H)* Naperville North
We-Go(A)* ton North -
We-Go(H)* * Wheaton North
We-Go(A)* Naperville Central
We-Go(H)* Naperville Central
We-Go(A)* Glenbard North
We-Go(H)* Wheaton North
We-Go(H)* Glenbard North
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Girl’s Softball
Naperville Central .
Wheaton Central
Glenbard South
Wheaton North
Wheaton Warr.
Batavia
Geneva ;
Glenbard West

—
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We-Go(A)* 4
We-Go(H)* 11
We-Go(H)* 5
We-Go(A)* 20
We-Go(A)* 8
‘We-Go(A) 12
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We-Go(A) -
We-Go(A)

—

Girl’s Track
. Conference Meet at Wheaton Central
Wheaton North
Glenbard North
Naperville North
Naperville Central
‘West Chicago '
. Wheaton Central
Wheaton Warrenville - -

oRREJES

"2 Glenbard North 3
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But that’s enough on my theory for win-
ning. There were a few highlights this

' year, like John Andrews’ no-hitter against
"'Batavia, beating Wheaton North twice,

Fairbanks homer at Naperville Central,

some good hitting by ‘‘Napoleon’’ Hansen -

and Finnigan, and some surprising good

playing by sophomore Chris Mosson. ¥
But as I look into next years scoreboard,

1 can only see a bleak outlook. Yet, with

some of those freshmen coming up, We-Go’
in a few years might be able to look at a

:500 record with some reality.
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